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M E M O I R 


OF THE 


Cov 1 7 ESS DUBARRE. 


PHE death of 1 XV. having clo. 
ſed the brilliant ſcenes of the Coun- 
teſs Dubarre, whom we may now look upon 
as dead to the public, this is the proper 
time for concluding the particular anec- 
dotes of her life until that fatal period. 
All the royal family, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, deteſted that favourite ; 
but as, out of reſpect for the King, they 
avoided offering her any direct inſult, they 


took every opportunity of ſhewing their 


reſentment and indignation againſt thoſe 


court ladies and miniſters who ſeemed molt 


Vox. II. 
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attached to her intereſt. We have taken 


notice of the mortifying behaviour of the 
Counteſs of Provence to Madam Valen- 
tinois. Madam Sophia, ſhortly after, was 
much more ſevere againſt the Duke of la 


Vrilliere, who thought to have ſheltered 


himſelf from the reſentment of that prin- 
ceſs, under the powerful. protection of 


Madam Dubarrè. The courtiers relate 
this affair in the following manner: 


Taz Marchioneſs of — one of 
the ladies who waited on the Princeſſes, 


had prevailed upon Madam Sophia to ſoli- 
cit a place for a ſon in the houſehold of 


the Count d' Artois, which there was then 
a talk of eſtabliſhing. The Princeſs ap- 
plied to the King himſelf for the favour, 


and his Majeſty promiſed it ſhould be 


granted. The Duke of la Vrilliere, who 


preſided over the King's houſehold, and 


that of the royal family, was diſſatisfied 


that this favour ſhould be obtained; with- 


out conſulting him. He complained of 
the affair to Madam Dubarre, and exagge- 


rated the many inconveniencies that muſt 


arie from his Majeſty's giv ing away places 
_ vith- 
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without his knowledge. The Counteſs 
thought his arguments were excellent, and 


carried the complaints of the Miniſter to 


the foot of the throne. She reproached 
her auguſt lover for the little conſideration 
he ſhewed for a faithful ſervant, who after 


his zealous attachment for forty-eight years, 
was now bewailing the loſs of his maſter's 


confidence, at the very time that he was 


moſt worthy of it. She repreſented, that 
ſuch conduct was capable of diſguſting 


miniſters, or at leaſt damping their zeal, 
and might be very prejudicial to his inte- 
reſts and thoſe of the ſtate, by the conti- 
nual miſtakes into which his condeſcenſion 
might betray him. His Majeſty, though 
convinced by the ſolid and perſuafive argu- 
ments of his miſtreſs, found it difficult 
however to break his word. It was agreed 
that the Duke of la Vrilliere ſhould take 
the affair upon himſelf, and not diſpatch 
the order for the young gentleman, as it 
was to be iſſued from his office. Madam 
Sophia, informed of all thoſe manœuvres, 
ſent for the Miniſter : ſhe affected to be 
ignorant of what had paſſed in the private 
K con- 


by what flattered the vanity and pride of 
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conference already mentioned; and only 


took occaſion, from the delay of the order 
for Monſieur de Meſmes, to reproach the 
Duke of la Vrilliere for the ſcandalous 
trade he carried on with regard to the dif- 
ferent places belonging to his department. 
Madam Langeac was not ſpared in thoſe 
reproaches; and the reprimand was ſo ſe- 
vere, that the courtiers obſerved the Duke 
quite pale and trembling, as he came out 
of the Princeſs's apartment, He inſtantly 
repaired to his protectreſs, in order to vent 
his grief and diſappointment. The blow 
was already given; the ſcene took place 
after dinner. Monſieur de la Vrilliere had 
ate heartily, as he uſually did: the conſe- 


quence was, he was ſeized with a violent 


indigeſtion, which all the reſpect due to 
the place and the miſtreſs, could not re- 
Arain him from openly ſhewing. He was 


quite ſenſeleſs, and was obliged to be 


carried away in the moſt loathſome ſitua- 
tion. He was very ill; and to add to his 


diſtreſs, he was forced to diſpatch the order. 


Taz King comforted Madam Dubarrè 


the 
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the favourite, People had talked a long 
while of a toilet of gold that ſhe had or- 


dered to be made: many perſons, however, 


queſtioned the truth of this report, look- 
ing upon ſuch a thing as too expenſive ; 
as the Dauphineſs did not deſire an article 
of ſo great magnificence, and the Queen 
never had the like. The matter now, how- 
ever, was paſt all doubt; every one might 
view the various parts of this toilet at 
Roeltier's, the King's chaſer. It was ru- 
moured likewiſe that a gold ſervice for the 
table was making for the Counteſs. In 
ſhort, his Majeſty allowed her to make un 
a diamond bouquet of ſuch magnitude and 
richneſs, that it could be at pleaſure con- 


verted into a whole ſuit. This bouquet, 


it was ſaid, would coſt 15000!, 


His Majeſty was fo far intoxicated with 
his paſſion for this beauty, that he no 


longer obſerved any of that outward de- 


cency of which he had been before fo ex- 


tremely tenacious. He ſuffered an cnter- 
tainment, in the moſt licentious ſtiſe, to 
be repreſented before him at Choi, be- 
cauſe Madam Dubarre was pleaſed with it. 


K 2 The 


196 MEMOIRS OF 


The ſubject was, In Wine there is Truth, a 


comic opera of the Sieur Colle, The piece 


was ſo looſe, that many court ladies, who 


were invited to the entertainment, having 
never ſeen it before, were quite diſconcerted 


and abaſhed; andthe modeſty of thoſe ladies 


contributed not a little to the amuſement 
of the Counteſs, Nothing could be a 
ſtronger proof of the ſlaviſh attachment of 


the King, than his giving a ſanction to all 


this by his preſence, while he did not 
ſeem to enjoy the leaſt pleaſure. This 
was conjectured from all the little arts 
which the Counteſs practiſed, in order to 


amuſe him; and the Monarch was not 


aſhamed to exhibit himſelf in ſo indecent 
a manner to the eyes of the court. In or- 


der to form a better idea of the opinion of 


the public with reſpect to thoſe entertain- 
ments, let us conſult the manuſcript jour- 
nal that has been ſo often cited in thoſe 
matters, It gives the following narrative : 

 DteceMBER the 26th, 1771. © All thoſe 
cc who were at Choiſi laſt week, atteſt the 
& licentiouſneſs of the piece, called, There 
& is Truth in Hine, and the great delight 
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of Madam Dubarre at the repreſenta- 
tion. His Majeſty did not ſeem to take 
any pleaſure in it; though the miſtreſs 
gave a looſe to every thing that could 
divert the Sovereign, and endeavoured 
to unbend his mind from the cares of 
the throne, by amuſing him with the 
tricks of her lap-dog. The ſupper was 
likewiſe joyous. The Sieur L'Arrivee, 
and his wife, ſung all the time: the 
ſongs were in the ſame ſtrain with the 


comedy. At the table with the King, 


were twelve ; three of whom only were 
ladies, the Counteſs Dubarre, the lady 


* of Mareſchal Mirepoix, and the Mar- 


6 


chioneſs Montmorenci, Madam Du- 


Sovereign. She fat between him and 
the Duke of Duras. This nobleman, 
who is an excellent companion, was 
in the higheſt ſpirits, and gave a looſe 
to joy and humour, He is on the moſt 
intimate footing with Madam Dubarre, 
though he was one of the proteſting 
peers. Obnoxious perſons are not uſu- 
ally admitted to. thoſe private ſuppers. 
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It fo happened, however, that, con- 
„ trary to cuſtom, people were preſent, 
© on this occaſion, who related the moſt 
« intereſting particulars,” 

It is added, © That the glaſs was freely 
e circulated ; and that every thing con- 
6 : red to enliven the entertainment. 

* Madam Dubarre ſhewed that eager de- 


_ & fire to pleaſe, which gives charms to 


* women of the leaſt attraction, and adds 


© new luſtre to beauty itſelf.” 


Bor the more Madam Dubarre grew 


in favour with the Sovereign, the more 


violent was the hatred of the royal family 


- againſt her. It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, 


that ſhe ſometimes gave juſt cauſe for their 
reſentment. She, for example, indulged 
herſelf, at this time, in ſome ſatirical jeſt 


on the pretended impotency of the Dau- 


phin. This was communicated to the 
Prince. He thought the jeſt unpardon- 
able. People withed he had inftantly re- 
paired to her apartments, and made her 
fcel, in the ſevereſt manner, her imperti- 
nence in attempting to make a jeſt of him. 


It was probably this behaviour that pro- 


voked . 
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voked the Prince to make the reply he did 
in regard to the Viſcount Dubarre, for 
whom his aunt ſolicited the place of firſt 
equery that was vacant. © Let him not 
dare to approach me,” ſaid the Dauphin; 
< if he does, he ſhall have my boot acroſs 
the face.” To conceive the meaning of this 
menace, the reader muſt be informed, that 
it is the duty of the firſt equery to draw off 
the King's boots when he comes from 
hunting, or elſewhere; and, conſequent- 
ly, thoſe of the Dauphin, who has the 
ſame houſehold with his Majeſty. 
TH1s, probably, prevented the King 
from granting this favour to his miſtreſs ; | 
for the Chancellor, who ſolicited the ſame 
for Count Maupeou his ſon, was, in no 
degree, capable of counterbalancing the 
pretenſions of his rival. The enemies of 
the chief juſtice made a handle of this con- 
tention, in order to create a diſſention be- 


tween him and his couſin ; and the mini- 


ſters, who no longer had occafion for his 
aſhſtance, as the work was done, now 
wanting to have all the advantage of it 


without the odium, took part with the 
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latter. This gave rife to new intrigues, 
which ſhall be explained hereafter. In 
the mean time, we muſt return to the 
affair of the place of firſt equery, which 
Madam Dubarre, notwithſtanding all her 
influence, could not obtain for her ne- 
Phew; and it is to be obſerved, that the 
mortification ſhe felt at the diſappoint- 
ment, 15 the more reaſonably to be aſcribed 
to the reply made by the Dauphin, which 
has been already mentioned, as the anſwer of 
his Majeſty juſtifies the conjecture. Don't 
bs perſiſt,” faid he ; © the Dauphin would 
be very apt to realize his menace.” The 
King, however, extricated himſelf out of 
this dilemma in his uſual manner; the 
place was given to nobody. 
Arx the ſame time a deſign was formed 
to deprive the Marquis of Marigny of the 
place of Surveyor-general of the Works, 
in order to beſtow it on John Count Du- 
barre. Marigny was fortunately appriſed 
by his father-in-law of the meaſures that 
were carrying on againſt him; and, by his 
preſence, defeated the ſchemes of thoſe 


who were endeavouring to ſupplant him. 
| Tux 


N. 
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Tu year 1772 opened in a manner 
glorious for the Counteſs Dubarrè. The 
affair of the Duke of Choiſeuil relative to 

the pecuniary reward for his ſervice, which 
till then hung in ſuſpence, was now ſettled 
in his favour in the moſt liberal manner. 
He was indebted for this favour to the ge- 
nerofity of the favourite. She was com- 
plimented with verſes on the occaſion, in 
which ſhe was juſtly extolled for the god- 
like diſpoſition of forgetting injuries, and 
heaping favours even upon an enemy. But 
thoſe praiſes were no way equal to the 
murmurs and complaints excited by the 
table-ſervice of gold that was making for 
this lady. Attempts were made to ſtifle 
thoſe reports, by giving out, that it was not 
to be entirely gold; and, afterwards, that 
there was no ſuch thing: and in order to 
give credit to theſe aflertions, the curious, 
who ran in crowds to Roeltiers in order to 
view thoſe articles of luxury, were denied 
admittance. But the imprudence in firſt 
publiſhing it, had already given room to 
oo many to be informed of the truth. It 

was well known that govermnent had al- 
X 3 ready 
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| ready given orders to the artiſts, with fif- 


teen hundred marks of gold; becauſe he had 
refuſed to undertake the work without ſuch 
an advance. In ſhort, the artiſt himſelf 
had the imprudence to ſhew ſome of his 
friends particular parts of the toilet ; among 
the reſt, the looking-glaſs, which was of 


the moſt exquiſite beauty and taſte. Tt 


was ornamented at top with two Cupids, 
holding a crown in ſuch a manner, that 


Madam Dubarre could not look in the 


glaſs without ſeeing herſelf crowned. 
Tux favourite, at this time, had an- 


other triumph, which though not ſo great 


a ſubje& of ſcandal, appeared, however, 
very ridiculous; and might be equally 
pernicious, as it ſtill evinced more clearly 
her intimate connection with the comp- 
troller-general. It was not doubted but 
that it was by his direction that the trea- 
ſury- board came to pay their reſpects to the 


Counteſs, on the opening of the new year. 


This honour was performed by a deputa- 

tion from the body. One of the deputies 
harangued the Divinity of the Day in a 
very complimentary oration, in which he 
5 {et 
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fet forth the ſervices done by that body to 
the ſtate, in order to ſhew the claim they 
had to her protection. 

Map AM Dubarre, whoſe reply bad been, 
no doubt, previouſly ſuggeſted, told them, 
That ſhe was no ſtranger to the advantages 
government had reaped from their attach- 
ment upon critical occaſions; that the 
Abbe Terrai had given her a full accouit 
of thoſe matters. She exhorted them to a 
continuance of their zeal, promiſing to 
eontribute all in her power to the advan- 
rage and wiſhes of their body. es 

Taz favourite, about the ſame time, 
exerted an authority, which proved the 
great power ſhe had over the treaſury, 
Having had an opportunity of knowing 
the extraordinary talents of Monſieur Ver- 
net, the famous painter of ſea- pieces, who 
had adorned the Lodge of Lucienne with 
ſome beautiful pieces in his way, ſhe paid 
a viſit to the artiſt, out of reſpect to his 
merits. She there ſaw two pieces finiſhed, 
and ready to be packed up, in order to be 
ſent to a foreign nobleman, for whom they 
had been executed. After examining them 
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with great attention, ſhe was ſo much 


pleaſed, that ſhe deſired to have them. 
Mon#1tur Vernet in vain declared, that 

he could not poſſibly gratify her deſire, as 

the pictures were no longer his. Regard- 


leſs of his intreaties, ſhe forcibly carried 
them away ; but, in order to make amends 


to the painter, ſhe immediately gave him 
an order on a ſcrap of paper for 50,000 li- 


vres on the Sieur Beaujon, the banker of | 


the Court. This ſomewhat conſoled the 


painter for the robbery, and gained this 
new Minerva great reſpect among the 


artiſts. 


Tuts act of munificence muſt have given 
them great pleaſure, as they now more 


plainly perceived, that they were likely to 


be entirely dependant on her liberality. 
Plans were at this time in agitation for 


building a new theatre for French pieces: 
All thoſe who had any hand in drawing 


thoſe plans, were ſtudious to ſeek her ap- 


probation. What happened in regard to- 


Monſieur Liegeon, convinced them they 
were right in ſo doing, or rather that they 


could not do otherwiſe. This young archi- 
tect, 
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tet, having obtained leave to preſent his 
plan to the King, was introduced into 
the private apartments by the Duke of 


Duras, gentleman of the bedchamber. 


His Majeſty received him with great con- 
deſcenſion and goodneſs; after examining 
his plans for a conſiderable time, he then 
led him into the apartments of Madam 


Dubarrè. The Counteſs was ill, and in 
bed. Her auguſt lover ordered the cloth 


to be laid; and while he dined very heartily, 
he ordered the artiſt to explain his draughts 
to the fick lady. She was no leſs pleaſed 
with them than his Majeſty, and in parti- 


_ cular expreſſed her approbation, that thoſe 
who ſhould go to the play might be ſet 


down under cover. This ſhe remarked 


muſt be very pleaſing to the ladies, who 


generally go to ſuch places in full dreſs, 


Thus, by the way, we inay obſerve, that 


her paſhon for ſhew and luxury appeared 
on every occaſion. 

Tre part of a Maintenon, which the 
favourite began to play, had likewiſe its 


bitter and ſour. In the midſt of all her 


n, continua. efforts were made to 


rouſe | 
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rouſe the King out of a paſſion that was till 


looked upon as unworthy of him; and, as 
the real motive could not be decently aſ- 


figned, repeated indigeſtions that attacked 
him ſucceſſively, furniſhed another argu- 
ment that promiſed a better effect. His 
phyſicians were defired to remind him of 
his declining vigour ; that his commerce 


with the favourite was ſuch a ſource of 
enervating pleaſures, as might fhorten his 


life, and hurry him to the tomb. He was 


brought to a knowledge, that the altera- 


tions he felt in his health generally hap- 


pened after his private interviews with the 


Counteſs ; but what contributed moſt to 
flatter them with hopes of ſucceſs, was, the 
fear of the weak Sovereign himſelf, who 
trembled at the approaching year of 1773, 
being the 63d of his age, and the grand 
climacteric. All theſe ominous reſiections 
vaniſhed, however, with the cauſe that 


produced them. When his Majeſty reco- 


vered, he quickly forgot his age. 


Map AM Dubarre had another cavſe of 


uneaſineſs. The King having extollcd the 
charms of the Princeſs of Lamballi before 


her, 
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her, ſhe conceived fo great jealouſy on the 


occaſion, that ſhe reproached her auguſt 


lover, and complained of the reports he 


ſuffered to circulate with regard to his de- 
ſign of marrying that Princeſs. The King, 
offended at the reproach, replied, as it 
was ſaid, with ſome peeviſhneſs, —* Ma- 
dam, I might do worſe.” She felt the ſe- 


verity of this anſwer ; and was ſo affected, 


that ſhe broke into loud complamts and 
lamentations. His Majeſty, weary of ſo 
diſagreeable a ſcene, quitted the place. 
The confidants of the Counteſs being in- 


formed of what had paſled, ſhewed her ; 


the imprudence of her conduct. They ad- 
viſed her not to ſuffer the King to go to 
bed in the humour he was in. She was 


prevailed on with difficulty. She, how- 
ever, at length, repaired to her toilet, and 
equipped herſelf in that character in which 


ſhe was moſt pleaſing to the Monarch. She 
dreſſed herſelf like a Bacchanalian; and, 
aſſuming the appearance of diſorder with 
great art, entered the King's apartment, who 
laughed heartily the moment he ſaw her. 

. "The 
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The countenance of his Majeſty brightened 
up, andlove reſumed all her empire. 
However clearly ſo many examples 
might ſhew the influence of Madam Du- 
barre over the Sovereign, her enemies, 
notwithſtanding, were not diſcouraged from 
their attacks. A kind of ode was circu- 
| lated with great privacy. It was addreſſed to 
the King; in which the writer exhorted him 
to open his eyes, and to recolle& thoſe 
| halcyon days when he was the love and 
delight of his people. Though this piece 
ſeemed particularly levelled at the new re- 
volution, notice was taken of his paſſion 
for the Counteſs, which was treated with 
great contempt. 1 
TuosE who envied the favourite, ſpread, 
at the ſame time, another report. It was 
ſaid, that a rupture had happened, and 
that the Royal Lover had beat his miſtreſs, 
This trifling affair, which was repreſented | 
with the uſual malignity of courtiers, was 
as follows : 
MapamDubarre had been indiſpoſed for 
ſeveral days. The phyſicians preſcribed. 
bleeding to the patient, who, unwilling to 
| = ſub- 
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: ſubmit to the operation, affected all the deli- 


cacy and little airs which are common with 
the fair ſex on ſuch occaſions. His Majeſty, 
who was preſent, endeayoured to prevail on 
her to comply with neceſſity, and the lady 
ſtill refiſting, the King gave her a gentle tap. 


Hence aroſe thoſe abſurd ſtories relative to the 
quarrel between the lovers, the conſequen- 


ces of which were exaggerated, though at 
any rate, 1t was no more than a proof of 


exceſſive paſſion. 


Tut return alſo of the huſband to Parks, 
perhaps, gave riſe to thoſe fooliſh reports. 
It was well known that he had been pur- 
poſely removed on account of the fcanda- 
lous life he led, at the very time that there 


was the greateſt talk of the hopes the Coun- 


teſs had of being married to the King, 


though it was obſerved that this marriage 


would be preceded by a divorce. Men, 
who are apt to put the worſt face upon 
every thing, would fain intimate that a 


more ſafe and expeditious method had been 
taken to get rid of the former, It was 
| faid, that he was fallen into a decline: with 
this report, hints were thrown out, that ſuffi- 


ciently 
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ciently indicated their meaning. It was, 
in all probability, to refute this calumny, 
that Count William was permitted to re- 


turn. He appeared in every quarter of 


Paris, in order to ſhew that he was fat and 
luſty, and in perfect health. Perhaps too, 
he had been made to promiſe more decen- 
cy and conduct; and, indeed, he took a 
houſe which he furniſhed in a ſplendid 


manner, and celebrated his arrival by a 


ſumptuous entertainment. 

Wx have already taken notice of the 
coolneſs that happened between Madam 
 Dubarre and the Chancellor. Many peo- 


ple were unwilling to believe it; but they 


no longer entertained a doubt about the 


matter, after the puniſhment inflicted on 


Billard, whom the favourite could not 


ſave, notwithſtanding all her zeal and en- 
deavours. Every perſon has heard of this 
Billard, fo famous for his bankruptcy and 
hypocriſy. He was nephew to Billard Du- 


mouceau, the godfather of Madam Du- 
barre; and the friendſhip of that lady for 


the latter made her exert her utmoſt ef- 
forts, in order to preſerve the criminal 


from 
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from bringing a diſgrace on his family. He 
had been condemned to the Cargan *, and 
afterwards to be baniſhed. She firſt ob- 
tained a reſpite, which the Chief Juſtice, 


who was too politic to oppoſe the favou- 
rite openly, granted with all the readineſs 


imaginable; but when it came to the ab- 
ſolute pardon itſelf, which ſhe ſolicited 


from his Majeſty, Monſieur de Maupeou 
inſinuated to the King the fatal tendency 


of granting a pardon to a man againſt whom 


all Paris had been exclaiming a long time, 
and who was already looked upon as half par- 


doned by the lenity of his ſentence. He ex- 
tolled the benevolence of the Counteſs, but 


ſtill infiſted on how neceſſary it was for the 


Sovereign not to liſten to every ſuggeſtion 
of pity. There was ſo much coolneſs, de- 
liberation and art in his arguments, that he 
prevailed; and Billard was expoſed to pub- 
lic ſhame and deriſion. A bon mot, ſpoken 
by his Majeſty on the occaſion, was ſuffi- 
ctent to mortify Madam Dubarre, as it 
ſhewed her the little regret he had in let- 

The Caran is a puniſhment in France, that bears 


jome reſemblance to the pillory with us. 
22 
fi 28 
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ting his clemency give way to juſtice, The 
day on which Billard ſuffered, was very 
fine, which the King obſerved; and mak- 
ing a jeſt of the culprit before his cour- 
tiers, He will,” ſaid he, have moſt 
glorious weather for the exhibition.” This 
particular, however, ſerves only to con- 


firm the known inconſiſtency of the cha- 
racter of Lewis XV. The aſcendant of 


his miſtreſs ſtill daily increaſed, and the 
inſolence of the Dubarres augmenting in 
proportion, was a ſufficient proof of it. 
The brother-in-law had the effrontery to 
marry his miſtreſs, (of whom we have al- 
ready taken notice,) to an officer, a knight 
of St. Lewis; and what was very fingular, 
this officer was alſo named Murat; ſo that 
this fictitious name which ſhe had aſſumed, 
like other courtezans, only out of decency, 


became her real name, and was confirmed 
to her in the face of the church. He con- 


tinued, however, to live with her, and af- 
tected thus to proclaim a ſcandal, that, till 


then, had been confined to princes, noble- 


men, or miniſters, as if he meant to inſult 
public decency more. He carried his in- 
decency 
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decency ſoon after to the utmoſt height, 
in ſtanding ſponſor with her to the child of 
| a celebrated courtezan of the name of Beau- 
voizin. She had card-parties at her houſe, 
1 where the moſt diſtinguiſhed libertines of 
Court and city aſſembled. Twas this occa- 
| ſioned her intimacy with the Count. There 
were ſuch preparations for the chriſtening, 
that it made a great noiſe in the neighbour- 
hood; and as there were twelve carriages in a 
line, and it was difficult forthem to get up to 
the pariſh church, called Montmartre, the 
rector had the complaiſance to come down 
to a ſmall chapel, where he baptiſed the 
new-born baſtard. This flattery of the 
paſtor provoked the populace, and excit- 
ed the mirth of the more ſenfible; but it was 
an argument of the power of the family. 
| Ins the manuſcript journal, which has 
been our frequent guide in collecting facts, 
we meet with a circumſtance relating to 
that period of the life of Madam Dubarre, 
which we are at preſent treating of. From 
this we may infer what the general opinion 
of the public was with regard to her em- 
; pire over the King.—lt is dated 2oth of 
| 5 Mach, 


- a#. — e 
* 
4 „ 
5 — . — 4,4 * — . IBS a 
py — E ” 
— — 0 —- —_ a — — — - 


. 3 - 1 * . a 
IIS” a 


214 MEMOIRS OF 


March, 1773.—“ A circumſtance is re- 
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lated, which the courtiers have collect- 


ed with great care; and which proves 


that the influence and intimacy of Ma- 
64 


dam Dubarre with the Royal Lover are 
not leſſened, as ſome people ſuppoled. 
His Majeſty is fond of making his coffee 
himſelf ; and amuſes himſelf :;vith theſe 
innocent occupations after the toils and 
cares of government. A few days ago, 


the coffee-pot was on the fire; and while 


his Majeſty was meditating on ſome- 
thing elſe, it happened to boil over.— 
France! France! exclaimed the favou- 
rite, your coffee is flying off. This ap- 
pellation of France is, it is ſaid, the fa- 


miliar exprefhon of that Lady in the 


private apartments: but thoſe trifling 


matters, which ſhould be confined to 


the place where they originate, are ex- 
aggerated by the malevolence of cour- 
tiers.“ | | 


Tux laſt, and moſt complete proof of 
the permanent influence of Madam Du- 
| barre, was the eager zeal with which the 


Comptroller-general endeavoured to infinu- 
8 ate” 
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ate himſelf, ſtill more and more, into her 
favour, and the little regard he paid even 
to the Chancellor, whoſe conſequence was 
leſſened by this connection. He took up- 
on himſelf the direction of her affairs; and, 
without abſolutely laying open the pretend- 
ed negociation, carried on in Rome for 
her divorce, he gave her to underſtand that 
the affair might be very tedious; and, at 
any rate, that it would be prudent in her 
to obtain a ſeparation as to property and 
perſon, from her huſband, in a legal and 
formal manner, in order to enable her to 
make ſecurely, in her own name alone, 
whatever purchaſes ſhe ſhould think pro- 
per. Accordingly meaſures were concert- 
ed between the wife and the huſband; and, 
as it is neceſſary in ſuch cafes, that the 
complaints ſhould be preferred by one of 
the parties, it was alledged that the huſ- 
band had abuſed his wife; and the princi- 
pal charge was his having called her a 
W. e. Witneſſes were ſuborned to prove 
thoſe matters; and the ſeparetion was, in 
conſequence, declared. Madam Dubarre, 
enen did not apprehend that this ſe- 


p. ration 
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paration was an acknowledgment of the 
marriage, and deprived her of any pre- 
tence to the diſſolution with which ſhe had 
been flattered. He afterwards gradually 
led her to a knowledge of this; and, by 
that means, extricated the Duke d'Aiguil- 
lon and himſelf from any ill conſequence. 
It was neceffary to wait until the death of 
the Count, which the Counteſs was taught 
to look upon as very poſſible, as he was 
ſhort, groſs, a glutton, and drunkard; and, 
like another Sardanapolus, continually wal- 
lowed in debauchery. She was, therefore, 
more intereſted than ever in the preſervation 
of the life of the Sovereign. She preſid- 
ed over the pleaſures of the table, and pre- 
vented him from the too free indulgence 
of the glaſs. This put the Monarch out 
of humour ſometimes; and one day that 
the exerted this freedom at Marli, rather 
indelicately and obſtinately, the King was 
offended; but the affair ended in no- 
thing. 1 
BESsIDES this attention of Madam Du- 
barre, on the one hand, to reſtrain the 
King in pleaſures that might be injurious, 
ſhe 
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Me had another taſk fill more difficult. It 
was neceſſary to amuſe him; ſhe was con- 
tinually ſtudying to find out ſomething 


new for this purpoſe. At a viſit to Choi 


the ſent for Audinot, in order to perforin 
with his children before his Majeſty, Au- 
dinot took occaſion from thence to inſert in 
his bills, as follows: The puppets of bis Ma- 
Jeſty will not appear at the theatre this day, as 
they are obliged to perform before the Curt. 
The moſt obſcene entertainments were ſe- 
lected, and the whole terminated with a 
country-dance, called the Fricaſſee; one 


of the moſt indecent, known only to the 


rabble. All this gave infinite pleaſure to 
the royal miſtreſs. She laughed immode- 


rately ; ſhe chid the King for not being 


equally delighted, and ſometimes extorted 
a ſmile. | figs. 
Tre favourite was ſo defirous of main- 
taining her poſt, that ſhe gave ear to the 
inſinuations of the Abbe Terrai, who, the 
better to Keep his own ground, took it into 


his head to introduce to the bed of his 


Majeſty a certain Madam Amerval. This 
lady was a natural daughter he had by his 


L 


former. 
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former miſtreſs Madam de Clercy. He 
had found means to get her married to the 


brother of the Baroneſs de la Garde, his 


ſecond reputed miſtreſs. The young lady, 5 


ſtill a child in a manner, was delicate, 
ſprightly and free. She appeared to him 


a very proper ſubject to enliven the Sove- 


reign; but, conſidering that it would ra- 


ther be hazardous to propoſe her himſelf, 


he very artfully intereſted Madam Du- 


barre in the ſcheme; as the moſt effectual 
method of ſecuring her influence would 


be, he ſaid, to gratify the fickle appetite 
of a prince exhauſted with debauchery, and 
follow the example of Madam Pomya- 


dour, whoſe ſucceſs was owing to fimilar 


meaſures. Madam Amerval was of a diſ- 
Poſition to pleaſe the Counteſs, and to con- 


tribute to her amuſement and diverſion. 
She readily admitted her among her atten- 


dants, and preſented her with a rich dia- 


mond necklace. It is not really clear 


whether the King ever taſted this delicate 
piece; but, if he did, his paſſion was but 


momentary. There was no viſible decreaſe 


in his affection to his miſtreſs ; on the con- 


trary 
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trary it was, if poſſible, greater. But the 


Comptroller- general partly ſucceeded in his 


deſires, and acquired a greater ſhare of fa- 
vour. He deprived the Chancellor of al! 


hopes of a reconciliation with the miſtreſs. 


The latter, ſenſible of the impoſſibility of 
refiſting alone the ſtorm that was gathering 
againſt him, endeavoured, in vain, to re- 
cover her friendſhip ; but he only ſucceed- 
ed with Miſs Dubarre, whoſe pliant and 
inſinuating temper very much reſembled 
his own; and who, having no charms 
to gain admirers, was the more flattered 
to ſee the chief magiſtrate wear her chains: 


but this connection went no farther ; the 
ſiſter-in-law was ſtill irreconcileable: this 


made him confider his diſgrace at no great 
diſtance. 
Ix the mean while reports were cireu- 


lated, from time to time, of titles, &c. 


conferred on Madam Dubarre. One time 


the was made Dutcheſs of Roquelaure, It 


was continually given out that her nephew, 
Viſcount Adolphus, would be appointed 


maſter of the horſe ; the place of principal 


phyſician to her phyſician, the Sicur Bor- 
L. 2 deu; 


— — — ——j—ß;g — 


20 MEMOIRS OF 


deu; but none of theſe things took place. 
The only token of her influence over the 


Sovereign, and of the efficacy of her pro- 


tection that then appeared, was in regard 
to the Prince of Beauveau, who ſeemed 
to be reſtored to favour by means of Ma- 
dam Dubarrè. The lady of Marſhal Mi- 
repoix, fiſter to the Prince, being very in- 
timate with the Counteſs, and in much 
favour with the King, on account of her 
readineſs to conceal all his Majeſty's plea- 
ſures, prevailed upon the favourite to in- 
tereſt herſelf for her brother. The reader 
will be pleaſed to recollect, that the latter 
had been deprived of the government of 
Languedoc, after his proteſt in the coun- 
cil held in April, 1771. In order to 
make him amends for the loſs of his go- 
vernment, Madam Dubarre procured him 
a yearly penſion of 25,000 livres, until 
ſome conſiderable government ſhould be- 
come vacant, of which he had the pro- 
- muſe, 7 
Is Madam Dubarre, however, did not 
obtain any dignities, the reaſon was, per- 
haps, that ſhe had but little deſire for them. 
3 Vain 
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Vain and thoughtleſs as ſhe was, her ſole 
ambition centered in objects that ſhe had 
conſtantly a paſſion for. Dre, jewels and 
pomp entirely engroſſed her mind. Every 
morning the gave audience in bed to the 
artiſts, who came regularly to preſent her 
With the fruit of their invention and la- 
bours. No day paſſed that ſhe did not pur- 
chaſe ſome piece, or give orders for an” 
other. Her thoughts, at this period, were 
taken up with ear-rings that ſhe had or- 
dered to be made, and which excited the 
curioſity of the public. This ornament 
conſiſted chiefly of a large diamond, and 
ſne had furniſhed one of ſo extraordinary 
ſize, that it was very difficult to match it. 
The ear-rings were valued at 80, ooo li- 
vres. This unbounded paſſion of the fa- 
vourite for trifles, gave riſe tothe following 
ſtory, which was generally conſidered as 
authentic, both by the court and city. It 
is thus related in the manuſcript : 
Mary the 7th, 1771. © People, in ge- 
„ neral, talk.of a trick a Jew played up- 
e on Madam Dubarre. The lady had 
“ long owed him the ſum of 20, ooo 
SENS Ge. | „ crowns, 
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© crowns, about 2000 pounds, which he 
could not prevail on her to pay. Some 


„e few days ago he waited on her with a 


« jewel, that he thought likely to pleaſe 


* her. He did not tick out for a price, 
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and they agreed for 2000 crowns. She 
endeayoured then to defer the payment 
to another time ; but he repreſented 
that ſuch a delay was impeſfible, as he 
had the moſt urgent occaſion for mo- 
ney. As he did not even drop a hint 


relative to what was already due to him, 


the Counteſs defired him to draw a bill 


on Beaujon (the banker of the Court) 
for the ſum agreed upon, and ſhe would 


fign it. This was what the cunning 
Iſraelite expected. He drew the bill in 
a hurry ; but inſtead of 2000 crowns, 


he made the order for 20,000, which 
ſhe ſigned in her bed, without ever ex- 
amining it. The banker, who was well 


e acquainted with the fignature, paid the 
money as ſoon as the draught was pre- 
ſented ; but the firſt time he happened 
to fee the favourite after, he made ſome 
vague complaints about the late fre- 

« quency 
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quency of her draughts. As ſhe had no 
idea of the laſt having been for more than 


2000 crowns, ſhe treated it as a trifle 
too infignificant to merit notice. The 
banker, however, without any ceremo- 


ny, obſerved, that the ſum of 66,000 


livres was not ſuch a trifling matter. 
This produced an explanation that made 
the Counteſs laugh as if ſhe had been 
out of her ſenſes, and ſhe was fo far from 
expreſſing any reſentment againſt the Jew, 


that, on the contrary, ſhe applauded 


him for his ingenuity. She was ſo pleaſ- 


ed with the matter, that ſhe was impa- 


tient until ſhe had entertained his Ma- 
jeſty with the ſtory. 
&« Ir appears,” adds the hiſtorian, © that 
all theſe little anecdotes do, in fact, 


amuſe the Sovereign. He ſups, almoſt 
every evening, with Madam Dubarre, 


and ſcems to be delighted more and 


more with her company. The latter, 


therefore, makes more frequent appli- 
cation to Monſieur Beaujon. The ho- 
nour ſhe has of enjoying the King in 
this manner, involves her in enormous. 
L. wy | | L > 
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cc expences - and it 18 computed that ſhe 
has received from the above banker, 
** Within a ſhort while, 1,200,000 livres. 
cc 


<< the hands of the magnificent Counteſs, 


who is a ſtranger to any other uſe of 
gold, but that of f pending it nobly.” 


cc 


S. 


VMI know not whether theſe reflections 


were the mere flattery of the journaliſt, 


but they were juſt; nor has there ever been 
a miſtreſs to any ſovereign that has coſt ſo 


much. But it was ſtill more grievous to 


the ſkate, that, befides her own immenſe 


profuſion which was to be ſupported, ſhe 
was, moreover, ſurrounded by agents and 
people, whoſe avarice muſt be ſupplied. 
She had lately, for example, engaged a 
perſon, named Montvallier, in order to 
regulate her expences, and ſuperintend the 
houſehold. Tnis man, who had been 
often employed in the management of 


affairs, had capacity, but he wanted 
prudence, and had ruined himſelf; nor 


could he recover but by plunging his mi- 
ſtreſs into the greateſt extravagancy. If 
Madam Dubarre, however, expended more 

than 


All this melts away like ſnow through 
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than the miſtreſſes of ten ſovereigns toge- 
ther, ſhe always did ſo in a pleafing and 


noble manner. Thus ſhe appeared at the 


review before his Majeſty this year, in the 


greateſt magnificence. The taſte and ele- 
gance diſplayed in her dreſs, ſo far increaſed 


the ſplendor of her beauty, that ſhe 


charmed all the men, and excited envy in 
the breaſts of all thoſe of her own ſex. 
A ciRCUMSTANCE was circulated ſoon 
after, that proves with what eaſe ſhe could 
ſeduce and captivate her auguſt lover. 
- To effect this, ſhe had only to give way 


td every extravagance that her imagination 


ſuggeſted. That natural diſpoſition, that 
eaſe and freedom, unreſtrained by any re- 
ſerve, or, more properly ſpeaking, that 
diſregard to all decency and delicacy, never 


failed to ſuccecd efſectually with him. The 


anecdote here alluded to, relates to two of 
the graveſt perſonages of the Court, the 
Nuncio and tue Cardinal la. Rocher- Aye- 
non. The King was in the apartment of 


the Counteſs ; ſhe was in bed, where ſhe. 


ulaally lay the whole morning. The above 
prclaies were complimenting the favourite, 


„ out 
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out of reſpect to his Majeſty. In the 


mean while, the Sieur le Pot d'Auteuit 


happened to come, in order to have a 


contract figned. She made ſome difficul- 
ty about admitting this member of the- 
law before the Sovereign, until he deſired 


it; ſhe would get up, therefore; and, riſ- 
ing from her bed much in rhe ſame man- 


ner as Venus from the ſea, ſhe defired the 
two prelates to hand her ſlippers : each 
of them preſented one, and, in return, 


were delighted with a view of her moſt 
fecret charms. The notary departed, af- 
ter having executed his commiſſion ; and 
before he had well recovered from his. 


aſtoniſhment, related the adventure, which, 


as he added, had greatly diverted his Ma- 
jeſty. It is very evident, that the Mar- 
chioneſs of Pompadour, and all the other 
miſtreſſes before her, would never have 
hazarded ſuch à piece of extravagance; 


and, 'tis this, as we have recently obſerv- 


ed, that made the company of this petu- 
lant beauty ſo delicious to the Prince. 
Beſides, thus reſerving for a fele-a-lele, or 


private little parties, this frolicſome hu- 


mour 
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mour and levity, thoſe expreſſions fo full 


of energy, that wanton exceſs of gaiety, 


which could not offend coming from ſo 
pleafing an organ, though unbecoming 


her dignity, ſhe was very capable, when 


it was neceflary to make a ceremonious 


appearance; not only to be reſerved, 
but to aſſume a different air and man- 
ner, and play her part with all the 


_ dignity of which it was ſuſceptible. She 
enjoyed the taſte of the Court; ſhe whiſ- 


pered with all the grace imaginable, and, 
by this freedom, made herielf amends 
for that conſtraint that is experienced by 


thoſe who are obliged, as it gere, to ſpeaæ 


a new language. 

Tas part in which Madam Dubarre re- 
ally appeared aukward, was, in acting the 
politician. What could be more ridicu- 
lous than to fee Mademoiſelle Ange, ſur- 
rounded by the Deputies of the Confede- 


rates of Poland, ſoliciting her to ſupport 
them with her recommendation and inte- 
reſt with Lewis XV. to perſuade him to give 


them greater {uccours, to ſhe them a more 
fgnal protection to go to war for them? 
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She had, in fact, ſupported them till then, 
with all her influence, She was betrayed 
into theſe meaſures by the flattering pro- 
miſes made her, by the hopes of a con- 


ſiderable fortune, eſtates and title, in 
that unhappy country. All theſe illuſions, 


however, vaniſhed on the divifion of that 
kingdom, which ſhewed her the folly of 
expectations. She had, beſides, the mor- 
tification to meet with ſome reproaches 
from the King. In order to comprehend 
the reaſon of this. it is nęceſſary to inform 
the reader, that hie Majeſty was much dii- 
pleaſed with the proceedings in that coun- 
try, eſpecially tor not being made acquaint- 
ed with the divifion mentioned, which he 


only learned with the reſt of Europe.“ 
France had for her ambatlador at Vienna,. 


at that time, Prince Lewis. "Twas the 
royal miſtreſs that procured him the ap- 
pointment. This young prelate, more ac- 


cuſtomed to treat with the ladies than ſtateſ- 


men, had ſuffered the whole plan, of the 


.POWETS who had ſhared the divifion be- 


tween them, to be carried on before his 
face, without ſending any advice to his 


court, 
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court, and, probably, without having the 
leaſt idea of it himſelf. The King was 
highly enraged; he recollected, with 
regret, the expulſion of the Duke of 


Choiſeuil, and ſeemed to think, that if 


he had continued miniſter for foreign at-- 
fairs, his politic defigns would have pre- 
vented a eoalition ſo diſgraceful to France.. 
He was frequently heard to cry out— 
& Ah! if Choiſeuil had. been here, this. 
would not have happened ;” and, as Ma- 
dam Dubarre had greatly contributed to: 
his removal, the King's reſentment conti- 


nually pointed at her. Twas ſhe, like- 


wiſe, who, in the room of the diſgraced 


miniſter, had placed the Duke d' Aiguil- 
lon, under whom the treaty was con- 
cluded. It was neceſſary to give way 
to the anger of the Prince, and let it 
ſubſide. His reſentment and anger hap- 
pily were but momentary. The only ill 


conſequence that enſued to Madam Du- 


barre, on the occaſion, was, to ſee exclud- 
ed from the honour of the Blue Ribband, 
thoſe lords whom ſhe protected, and par- 


ticularly the Duke of Coffe, This ſur- 
; priſe 1 


* "6 — . —äũ - — — as egy oe 
— 2 


770 MEMOIRS OF 


priſed all thoſe who were nor in the ſecrer 
of the Court. 5 
Tx1s ſtorm was no ſooner blown over, 
than the happineſs of the favourite was dif- 
turbed by wrangles wich the royal family. 
She was not ſufficiently cautious with re- 


gard to the King's daughters. *Twas 
theſe princeſſes that mortified her on the 


preſent occaſion. The King, to avoid any 
occaſion of offence, or inconvenience to the 
princeſles, reſolved not to vifit Marli this 


fpring ; becauſe, as the Court is more 


confined and connected in that place, it 
would be more difficult to ſhun each other, 
and not very eaſy to reſide there without a 
familiarity that requires the greateſt har- 
mony. Lady Adelaide, more particularly 


diffatisfied with the impertinent behaviour 


of the Counteſs, had her very ſeverely 
treated by her orders, and fent her word, 
That if ſhe forgot herſelf again fo far be- 


fore her, ſhe would give immediate or- 


ders to have her turned out of company. 
His Majeſty endeavoured to huſh mar- 
ters into peace, and exhorted the favou- 
rite 
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rite to have more reſpect and conſideration 
for his daughters. 


Tux monarch by new favours made his 
miſtreſs atonement for the frequent mor- 
tifications ſhe experienced from the royal 


family. She had occaſion for a million of 


livres on account of ſome purchaſe ſhe 
was about to make, and having a penſion 
of 100,0c0 livres aſſigned her on the Ho- 
tel de Ville, which fhe had enjoyed ſeveral | 


years, ſhe requeſted and obtained an equĩ- 
valent for this annuity ; that is, ſhe re- 


_ ceived a million down, which did not how- 


ever prevent her from retaining the pen- 
fion of 100,000: livres. Monſieur Certain, 
who was to pay the money, having de- 


layed it on account of ſome neceflary form 


that was wanting, was under fome appre- 
henſions from the reſentment of the lady, 


who was provoked againſt him by the in- 


finuations of her people. He had the 


greater reaſon to fear, as ſhe had more an- 


cient motives of diſpleaſure againſt him: 
the had lodged in his houſe, when ſhe went 
by the name of Miſs PAnge, and lived 
with the Count Dubarrè; and had often, 

by 
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by her levity and mirth provoked the com 
plaints of her landlord.. In ſhort, circum— 


ſtances not having permitted the Abbe 
Terrai to give the decree of council 


that was abſolutely neceſſary for the diſ- 


burſement, he ſuſfered. it to be regiſtered 
as an act of neceffity, and the affair was 


then ſettled, without any other ill conſe- 


quence to the payer. It has never been 
known to what uſe this million has been 


applied; the eftate of Genlis, for the pur- 
chaſe it was deſtined, was ſold to the Duke 
of Villequier. 


Tuvs the diſſolution of the marriage of 


Madam Dubarre,. which, as it was pre- 


tended, muſt precede the purchaſes ſhe 
ſhould in future make, became abſolutely 
uſeleſs.. She had neither lands nor houſe ;. 


ſhe contented herſelf with adorning her. 
lodge at Lucienne, which the curious 


crowded to ſee; but it was not open to 
every one; it was by a particular favour. 
that people were admitted into that repo- 
fitory of voluptuouſneſs. The place me- 


rits 2 deſcription. 


Tais 


—_——_ 
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Tuts building was planned by Monſieur 


Le Doux, a young architect, who with 


great tal.nts for decorations, has fine ideas; 
dut they are ſometimes irregular, and he 


is not always careful to preſerve a proper 
uniformity, which is eſſential in every work. 


The lodge is a ſquare with five windows 


on every fide ; it is ſituated on a conſider- 


able eminence, whence is enjoyed one of 
the richeſt and moſt extenſive proſpects. 


The river, winding about the foot of the 
ill in the form of a horſeſhoe, contributed 
not a little to improve the pleaſing ſcene =. 


before the houſe is a court-yard, perhaps 
of too great extent for the building, the- 
entrance to which is fupported by four co- 
lumns in a plain and antique taſte ; the 
baſes are ornamented with a baſſo relievo 
of the Sieur Le Comte, repreſenting Bach- 


analians. The interior conſiſts of a hall 


for dining, with a fire-place on the leſt, 
and a place for holding clothes ; and on 


the right, a parlour with another on each 


£de ; there is no apartment for ſleeping : 
In the hall are four ſmall boxes for the 
muſicians belonging to the Countels ; as 
ſhe 
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ſhe had for ſome time a band to herſelf. 
There is an inconvenient ſameneſs in the 


diſtribution of the whole, that does no 
honour to the invention and taſte of the 
Sieur le Doux. The moſt celebrated ar- 


tiſts have endeavoured to enrich this de- 


lightful reſidence with their labours. The 
ceiling of one of the ſide- rooms was exe- 
cuted by Briard; the motto is Ruris Amor, 


in Engliſh, the love of the country. The 
_ pleaſures of the country are there repre- 


ſented: on the other ſide is painted an im- 


perfect fky1 and four large pieces by Fra- 
gonard; theſe deſcribe the amours of the 
ſhepherds, and ſeem to be an allegory 


of the adventures of the miſtreſs of the 
place. They are not as yet finiſhed. 
There are ſome fine pieces of ſculp- 
ture; they are as yet but models, which 
are to be executed in marble. Art, how- 


ever appears to have leſs exerted itſelf 


in maſterpieces of the ſublime here than 


in miniature ornaments, ſuch as chimney- 


pieces, fire-places, ſconces, girandoles, 
chandeliers, corniſhes, gildings, and gold- 
fmith's works, locks, bolts, &c, every 

part 
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part of which is ſo exquiſitely finiſhed that 
they might all be exhibited as models of 
perfect workmanſhip. While the ſpecta- 
tor admires ſo many trifling and finical 
beauties, he is reminded that the place is 
too infignificant for the favourite of a great 
king; that there is too great a diſplay of 
affectation, pomp and extravagance for a 
private perſon ; and the only idea that oc- 
curs at the view of ſuch a contraſt is, that 
we are in a little houſe, every part of 
which diſcovers the owner. The King at 
the time of this deſcription, had ſupped 
but thrice at this elegant lodge, and the 
third time it was obſerved, the pleaſures 
were ſoon over, his Majeſty having returned 
to Verſailles at half after eleven. 

No calculation can be made of the coſt 
of this bauble, where every thing is whim, 
and of no value, but in the avidity of the 
artiſt, and the folly of the proprietor. - At 
the time this narrative was written, people 
went to view a particular piece that was 
to be placed at Lucienne Lodge, as no 
inconfiderable ornamenr, This was the 
portrait of a little girl, whom every perſon. 

be- 
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believed to be a daughter of Madam Du- 
barre, becauſe ſhe had been placed at St- 
Elizabeth with the mother of the Coun- 
teſs; and ſhe was befides very handſome.. 


She was known in the convent by no other 
name but that of Pierrot, on account of 
her arch tricks. She was about the age of 


ten or eleven. The favourite was very” 
fond of her, and had her painted by the 

Sieur Drouais, in order to place the por- 
trait over a door in the Lodge. 

Taz public was, no doubt, greatly ſcan- 
dalized at the luxury and extravagance of 
the favourite; but the inſolence of her 
brother-in-law was ſtill more intolerable. 
He had lately purchaſed a ſmall houſe at 


Sceau, which belonged to Count d'Eu. 


This Prince, being diffatisfied with the 


former poſſeſſor, had cut off the waters 
from him. The new proprietor, however, 


thought that he ſhould find no difficulty 
to recover that from his Highneſs. He 
impudently went to his hotel, without giv- 


ing notice to any of the officers, or having 


any introduction, from a ſuppofition that 
his name was ſufficient to introduce him. 


The 


9 
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The Count d Eu received him very coldly, 


though he pretended to know his High- 


neſs, and to have ſeen him at Court. The 
Prince made anſwer, That he ſeldom ap- 
peared there, affected to be an entire 


ſtranger to him, and aſked him who he 
was. As ſoon as Dubarre mentioned his 


name, his Highneſs turned his back upon 
him, and left him in the moſt mortify ing 


manner. The latter revenged himſelf ſoon | 
after for the affront, upon perſons of leſs 
conſideration. He went to the Board of 


Cuſtoms, and defired the place of Inſpec- 


tor of the Cuſtoms of Paris to be given to 
the Sieur Deſſein, though it had been 
granted before to the Sieur Chomat, upon 
the promotion of Monfieur la Perriere to 
the rank of Farmer-general. The Board 
repreſented, That it was impoſhble to re- 
move a man who was regularly admitted, 


without advancing him. He perſiſted, ad- 
ding, That he ſhould not have waited on 
them about common matters. As they 


began to ſtart new difficulties, he raiſed 


his voice, and aſked them, If they did not 
know that it was He who had the honour 
; of 
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of giving a miſtreſs to the King, who made 
Duke d'Aiguillon miniſter for foreign af- 
fairs; Monſieur de Boynes, miniſter of the 
marine department, and who ſupported the 
Chancellor, the Comptroller-general, &c.? 
He adviſed them to be cautious how they 
_ provoked him. This unprecedented be- 
{| haviour ſo far confounded thoſe miniſters 
| of Plutus, that they did not venture to 
5 make any reply; but conſented to what- 
ever he deviſed. _ 
Tux ſtory got wind, and occaſioned en- 
quiries. It was actually known that the 
Duke d'Aiguillon was on the moſt intimate 
footing with him, ſo as to be a frequent 
mediator between him and his miſtreſs, 
Madam de Murat, whom we have fre- 
quently mentioned. This lady was the 
daughter of a Monfieur Fontaine, a Swiſs | 
officer of bad character. She could not 
endure her lover, who was difagreeable 
and ugly; and though he allowed her 
4000 livres per month, they had frequent | 
diſputes and quarrels, and the Duke gene- I 
1 rally made up matters between them. The 
| 1 Father 
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Father Fontaine fhewed letters to prove — 
this. 5 vu 
Tr is very certain, that all the miniſters 
were greatly dependant on this family. 
The arch behaviour of Madam Dubarre 
to Monficur de Boiſnes, while the Court 
was at Compeigne, gave riſe immediately 1 
to the report of his diſgrace. He was come 
to pay his reſpects to the favourite, who 
did not reliſh his magiſterial gravity : ſhe 
was rather gay at this time. As he retir- in 
ed, after having paid his compliments, and : 
was turning his back, ſhe put out her 
tongue. It was then immediately declared, 44 
that he ſhould not hold his place. How- — 
ever, this was nothing but an arch frolic, If 
that at bottom contained no hatred to the 
miniſter ; it was only like the ſtroke of a 
whip that made him more ſubmiſſive, and | I 
more zealous to comply with the defires of 
the family of Dubarre. He gave the 
Conſulſhip of Peterſburg to the Sieur Ha- Nt 
non, who was the ſecond agent to the plea- | 
| 


(| ſires of the Great Dubarre after the Sieur 
Diſant. He paid no reſpect to the com- 
Plains of the other Conſuls, who were — 
enraged 
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enraged to have a man of fo infamous 
A character among them, and who was 
recently become an object of public 
reproach from the adventure of his wife, 
who had endeavoured to make her charms 
inſtrumental in cheating one of her gal- 
lants. 2 
W1rr regard to the Abbe Terrai, ſcarce 


a day paſſed but he was obliged to ſhew | 


his ſubmiſhon by pecuniary grants. The 


huſband, after his ſeparation as to proper- 


ty, had been complimented with a penſion 


of 60,000 livres in the Dutchy of Roque- 


laure, where he was defired to refide, in or- 
der to remove him from Paris again ; either 


becauſe there was no further occafion for 


his preſence, as he was permitted to return 
only while the diſſolution of the marriage 
was effecting; or that it was impoſſible to 
reform his ſcandalous life. As to the bro- 
ther-in-law, he had the Marquiſate of 
Lille, worth 103,000 livres per annum. 
This eſtate, which was ſituated in one of 
the fineſt climates, that is Languedoc, was 
crown lands; it was granted to Count 
John in exchange, the better to ſecure 


_ pole 
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poſſeſſion to him. In ſhort, the Comp- 
troller- general procured the Counteſs 
100,000 crowns out of the powder-works 


which he had lately eſtabliſhed. It was 


ſaid, that he had, at firſt, a ſtrong incli- 


nation to appropriate this perquiſite to him- 
ſelf: but as it was not a uſual thing, and 
that it had made a great noiſe at Court ; 
that the King had been informed of the 
affair by the officious Chancellor, who did 


not omit to prejudice the Miniſter, by art- 


fully provoking the Sovereign; and that 
the Miniſter, fearful of the ill conſequen— 


ces that might thence reſult to himſelf, 


had immediately come to a refolution, 
waired on Madam Dubarre, and commu— 
nicated the matter as if it had been done 
for her ; ſo that when the King vifited his 
miſtreſs, in order to reproach her with the 
inſatiable avarice of her friend, the Abbé 
Terrai, whom ſhe defended with fo much 
zeal, ſhe only laughed; and fo effectually 
ſupported his cauſe, that the proved to his 
Majeſty, that all that been ſaid againſt her 


triend, was nothing but downright calumny 


and malice : and the conclufion was, the 


M con- 
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convinced the King, that the miniſter of 
the finances was a moſt admirable, and 
_ agreeable man; and one who had the moſt 
extraordinary talents for reſources and ſup- 
plies, 1 
Tux miniſter who ſuperintended the 
affairs of Paris, and the heutenant-general 
of the Police, were both equally obliged 
to exert their zeal to prevent the introduc- 
tion of a book, the title of which alone 
alarmed the favourite. It was—Azuthentic 
Memoirs of the Counteſs Dubarre, Miſtreſs to 
Lewis XV. King of France: extracted from a 
 Aanuſcript, in the poſſeſion of the Dutcheſs of 
Villeroi, cvritten by the Chevalier —, 1772; 
and tranſlated from the Engliſh. This new pam- 
Phlet, brought to Paris from Holland and 
England, every body read ; but it was far 
from pleaſing the readers of taſte. Nothing 

could be more low or diſguſting ; it was a 
mere rhapſody of words, and common- 
place obſervations, very poorly written. 
The few facts it contained were equally 
applicable to every proſtitute as to the he- 
roine. There was not a ſingle anecdote 
that had the leaſt appearance of truth. The 
OT author 


MADAM DUBARRE 243 


author muſt have had an extraordinary re- 
liance on the credulity of the public, to 


have ventured to print ſuch a heap of ex. 


travagancics. 


NoTw1iTHSTANDING the general abject 


condeſcenfion of the miniſters, the inſolent 
behaviour of Count Dubarre at the Board 
of Cuſtoms, which was knownall over Parts, 
was not at all pleaſing to them; they thought 
it exceedingly wrong tha. he ſhould expoſe 


their meanneſs by the freedom of his re- 


marks concerning them. They complain- 
ed of his conduct to the Counteſs, who 
was already tired of the importunitics of a 
family that engroſſed all favours to them- 
ſelves. Some people imagined that ſhe 


was not forry that an opportunity was gi- 


ven her of getting free from her governor 
for a time. In conjunction with the mi- 
niſters, ſhe gave him to underſtand that it 
would be prudent in him to remove, under 
pretence of viſiting his Earldom of Lille ; 


to go there, and learn 10 turn his tongue ſe- 


den times iu bis mouth, before he attempted to 


eat. Such were her exact words, as we 
are aſſured. It was added, that the bro- 


"M04 ther- 
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ther- in-· aw, not having paid a proper re- 
ſpect to the requeſt, received orders more 


peremptory and ſevere, which it was ne- 


ceffary to obey. 

His abſence, though not long, coſt the 
Count, however, dear; as, by that means, 
he was deprived of the Marchioneſs of Mu. 
rat. She had taken this title from the time 
of her marriage. She would not follow 

her lover to his eſtate, becauſe ſhe had no 
regard for him. She laid hold, therefore, 
of the firſt opportunity ſhe had of reco- 


vering her liberty, and diſappeared at the 


ſame time that the Count was baniſhed. 
This affair made a great noiſe in the circle 
of gallantry. People formed a thouſand 
conjectures. The moſt general opinion 
was, that ſhe had entered into keeping 


with the Sieur de Mouville, the financier, 


Jo famous among the ladies for his ele- 
gance and luxury, as well as natural and 


acquired talents, which made him one of 


the moſt amiable and accompliſhed gentle- 
men in Paris. He, however, affected to 
ſhew himſelf in all places; and this cir- 
culnſianee only helped to firengthen the 

ſuſpt- 
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ſuſpicions of men of penetration. IIis ſe- 
crely they attributed to his fears of expe-. 
riencing the fate of Monſicur Dampierre, 
who had formerly worn the chains of this 
lady; and happening to meet her at a ball 
at the Opera-houſe, while ſhe lived with 
Monfieur Dubarre, had excited fo far the 
jealouſy of the latter, that he was obliged | 
to retire to the Weſt Indies. He was 
therefore cautious, until the forſaken lover 
ſhould forget, in the arms of a new miſ- 
treſs, the infidelity of the former. Among 
thoſe who were ſuppoſed to have carried her 
off, Monfieur de Martanges, the field- 
mareſchal and ſecretary-general for the 
Swiſs and Griſons, was reckoned. Many 
others were mentioned; and ſome were 
fo romantic in their notions as to pre- 
tend, that a correſpondence had been kept 
up between Miſs Fontaine, and her quon- 
dam admirer, Monfieur Dampierre, for 
whom Monfieur Dubarre had procured a 
place in the colonies, with orders to de- 
part unmediately, was now privately re- 
turned with a defign to deliver her from 
= Rn the 
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the tyranny of his rival, and take her abroad 


with him. 


Tux deſtiny of the fair fugitive 0 a 
long time unknown. She wrote to the 


Sieur Deflaint, the favourite of the Count, 
and for whom he had been guilty of the 
indiſcretion at the Board of Cuſtoms, as we 


have already related. The contents of the 
letter were made public, and are as fol- 
lows: 


Leiter 10 Mr. Deſſaint, Inſpeffor of the Cuf- 


toms of Paris. 

| I Bro of you, Sir, to inform the Count 
Dubarre of my reſolution to be ſepa- 
rated from him. Let him not con- 
ſider my elopement as an act of perſidy, 
or ingratitude. I never loved him, or 
„ confidered him in any other light but 
* that of a tyrant. TI luffered his eareſles, 


ç but never returned them. I received 


« his favours without deſiring them. 


„His violence, and his paſſion, forced 


© me to ſubmit to the former, and made 
* me pay too dear for the latter. I ferze 
| . the 


= 
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the firſt opportunity that offers of being 
explicit, and telling him ingenuouſly that 


Ca) 


« I deteſt him; and that I never enter- 


C 


* 


tained any other ſentiments. In a word, 
ehe is to me a monſter of the moſt hor- 
« rible kind. 
© FoRGIVE me, Sir, that I trouble you 
c with this commiſſion ; but you are his 
friend, and are acquainted with our 
Ks agreement ; and, e 1 thor cnt 


& jt belt to write to vou.“ 
Paris, 15th Auguſt, 177 4. 


da 


Tux Count found it no eaſy matter to 
digeſt the harſh ſeverity of this letter. He 
made every enquiry, in order to diſcover the 
retreat of Madam de Murat, and he was: 


ſometime before he got one to ſupply her 


place. His vanity was firſt ſoothed by the 


eondeſcenfion of his Majeſty, who was 

| pleaſed ſo far to intereſt himſelf in the 
elopement of Madam de Murat, as to en- 
quire if he began to recover from his af- 
fliction; and whether any new miſtreſs 
eonſoled, and helped him. to * the 
old? 
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Tux ceremony of taking down the wood- 
work of the arches of the bridge of Neu- 
Hly, which was done in the abſence of the 
brother-in-law, gave the pũblie occaſion to 
ſee that his diſgrace did not at all affect his 
fiſter-in-law. Such an entertainment ſeem- 
ed naturally calculated for the royal fami- 
ly, and eſpecially the Dauphineſs. Ma- 
dam Dubarre was ſenfible that ſhe ſhould 
be eclipſed, in caſe the Princeſſes appeared 
there; ſhe, therefore, made the firſt ap- 
plication, and having obtained leave to 
accompany the King in a public man- 
ner, the royal family thought it would 

be improper for them to be preſent at the 
ceremony. In order to amuſe the credu- 
lity of fools, it was ſaid, that the Princeſ- 
ſes, from a recollection of the maſſacre in 
the ſtreet called Rue Royale, had entreated 
the King to diſpenſe with their attendance, 
They had an office performed that day at 
Verſailles for the Queen, and the Dau- 
phin went to hunt to Ruel in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nevilly. Thus the favou- 
rite was ſole miſtreſs of all the honours on 
the occaſion. She arrived a little before 


the 
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the King. She was accompanied in the 


coach by the Lady of Marſhal Mirepoix, 


the Dutcheſs d' Aiguillon, and the Count 
de la Marche, who fat befide her. He 


was the only prince of the blood who could 


be preſent, the reſt being ſtill baniſhed the 
Court. The King followed ſoon after, 
when the lovers immediately joined com- 
pany, and examined the place together. 
Our narrative ſays, that his Majeſty, in 


expectation of finding ſome plans, being 
taken up with examining the different 


bridges, both ancient and modern, that 
were moſt famous in Europe, ſaid, view- 


mg the bridge, called the Holy Ghoſt, 


Here is one that has been built by the devil, 
(this was the vulgar tradition of the coun- 
try.) © Fic,” exclaimed Madam Dubar- 
re, © what a ſhocking bridge! Who can 
think of paſſing over it? I am determined 
never to do fo.” The whole ceremony 
ended in this manner. The Counteſs never 


quitted the King. The Count de la Marche 


continually attended her as her *ſquire, 
and the day was concluded no leſs glori- 


_ ouſly for her, as ſhe had the honour of his 
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5 Majefty” 8 company at upper at her Lodge 
at Lucienne. 

Tais triumph of Madam Dubarrè com- 
pleted the averſion of the royal family. 


The Count of Provence had till then be- 


haved in a polite manner towards her; 
he viſited her, he treated her with decency,. 
which had diſpleaſed the Dauphin, and oc- 
cafloned a coolneſs between the two bro- 
thers ; the latter took advantage of the 
late circumſtance in order to detach him en- 
tirely from the favourite: he inſinuated, 
that the affront offered to the Dauphineſs,. 
In excluding her from an entertainment 
that ſhould have been reſerved: for her, re- 
flected on the Counteſs of Provence, as. 
the inſblence of Madam Dubarrs had 
_ equally deprived that princeſs of an amuſe- 

ment which ſhe would have been glad to- 
ſhare in; ſhe ſhewed him the neceſſity of 
their uniting together, in order to prevent 
the conſequences of her deſign, in keeping 
the King from any intercourſe with his fa- 
mily. It was added, that this diſcourſe 
had made an impreſſion on the prince, and 
that he promiſed never more to viſit the 
favourite. 
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favourite. She enjoyed a ſatisfaction at 
Fontainbleau, that would be of little con- 
ſequence to another, but was of great mo- 


ment with her, on account of her paſſion 
and taſte for ſplendor and magnificence.. 


Upon her arrival there, ſhe found entire 


new furniture with which his Majeſty had 


adorned the apartments of his miſtreſs : 
It was greatly admired ; nothing could be 
more ſumptuous or elegant ; every part of 
it alluded to the charms of the divinity 
who was to inhabit there; nor could the 


poets in the deſcriptions of the palaces 


of Venus of Idalia, &c. conceive any 
thing more delightful or enchanting ; it 
was affirmed to have coſt a million of li- 
vres. The Counteſs wiſhed to have it re- 
moved to Lucienne; the requeſted that per- 
miſſion of the King, but could not obtain 
it, becauſe his Majeſty probably was will_ 
g, if poſſible, to have ſomething of greater 
e invented. 


Ax affair that happened 33 this ex- 


curfion inflamed the reſentment of the fa- 


vourite againſt the royal family, and was 


2 kreſh proof of her aſcendancy over the 
3 ſove- 


—— 
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ſovereign, The Duke of Coffs, who com- 


manded the King's guard called the Hun- 
dred Swiſs, conceived the defign of dreſſ- 
ing his ſon in a uniform, though he had 
lately laid aſide the petticoat, and of in- 
troducing him in that habit to his Majeſty, 
The father, who was entirely devoted to 
the Counteſs, had previouſly informed her 


of his deſign, and ſhe promiſed herſelf 


great pleaſure from ſuch a fight. Madam 
d'Alours, one of the ladies who attended 


on the Dauphineſs, and was then actually 


in waiting, notwithſtanding the intimacy 
between her huſband and Madam Dubarre, 


_ refuſed to ſee her, from her natural repug- 
- mance to adulation and meanneſs, as well as 
from: her attachment to her miſtreſs. As 
Toon as her ſon was equipped in the mi- 


litary garb in queſtion, ſhe made it a duty 
to entertain the Princeſs with the little 


ſoldier. Her Royal Highneſs, unwilling 
to en joy this pleaſure alone, the Counteſs 


of Provence, and the reſt of the prin- 
ceſſes, &c. were complimented in the ſame 
manner. Madam Dubarrè being informed 


of this, and deſirous of the ſame compli- 


ment,; 
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ment, requeſted the Duke to have the chil- 


dren introduced to her likewiſe by the mo- 


ther, which he could not prevail with his 
wife to do, notwithſtanding all his intreaties. 
The favourite was ſo provoked at this mark 
of contempt, that ſhe vowed the little 
Swiſs guard, Jules, ſhould never be re- 
ceived by the King; and his Majeſty was 
actually out of humour, and refuſed to 
admit him, unleſs it ſhould be agreeable 
to the favourite. This childiſh ceremony 
was in this manner prevented, to the great 
regret and diſappointment of the Duke of 
Cofle, who was in hopes of ſome favour 
as a recompence for the invention. 

 Dvxax6 the ſame viſit to Fontainbleau, 
the favourite, on. a certain occafion, ated 
ſo childiſh and ridiculous a part, that the 
courtiers laughed heartily behind her back. 


The affair was this: His Majeſty ſtaid fo 


late at a hunt, that night came on. Ma- 


dam Dubarre was in the greateſt anxiety 


about the Sovereign; ſhe aſſembled all 
her dependants and creatures; her fears 
and alarms increaſed every moment : at 
length, however, her auguſt lover return- 

neg, ed. 
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ed. She ran to him, with tears in her 
eyes; ſhe communicated what ſhe had ſuf- 


fered from her apprehenfions, and tender? 


ly reproached him for his long ſtay. The 
King did not ſeem to be much affected by 


the farce; he coldly made anſwer to his. 


miſtreſs, that having found the evening ſo 
pleaſant and fine, he ſauntered along the 


banks of the river, and amuſed himſelf 


with his courtiers. 

Taz favourite experienced another de- 
gree of coldneſs, which ſhewed her that 
all her days were not to be unclouded. She 


intereſted herſelf, with the utmoſt zeal, 


for the Sieur Radix de Santefois, a finan- 
cier, who had formerly enjoyed her fa- 
vours, and had purchaſed them generouſ. 
ly. The place of treaſurer-general of the 
marine, which he occupied a few years, 
had been ſuppreſſed. Endeavours were 
now uſed to eſtabliſh the place again. in. 


his favour. The Abbe Terrai concurred 


in the meaſure. He propoſed the affair to 
the Sovereign, never imagining that it would 
meet with any difficulty. The applica- 


tion unhappily, however, was made at a 


Wrong 
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wrong time. His Majeſty obſerved, that 


there was nothing but doing and undoing; 
and that he was continually ſolicited to 
make alterations, even in the moſt triſling 
matters. The miniſter was not ſo zealous 


in the cauſe, as to urge it farther. He ac- 


quainted the miſtreſs with what had paſ- 
ſed, and extricated himſelf from any re- 
proach by a compliment. He told her, 


that it would be beſt to wait for a more 
favourable opportunity, which matters muſt 


ſoon produce, and then ſhe would have 
only to make uſe of it. And, indeed, che 
ill humour of his Majeſty never was of 


long continuance. He reſtored joy to the 


breaſt of his miſtreis by a piece of agree- 
able news he communicated ſoon after. 


The affair was this. His Majeſty had a 


long conference in private with the Duke 


de Vrilliere, with whom he had becn clo- 
ſetted above an hour. The courtiers were 
the more perplexed to know the reaſon of 
this ele a tete, as the reſult of ſuch buſi- 
neſs was generally known within an hour 
after; but, on the preſent occaſion, nothing 


tranſpired; and even the Sunday after, 


when 
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when it was expected the myſtery would 


be unravelled, they were kept till in the 
dark. The favourite alone was let into the 


fecretz The King immediately inform- 


ed her, that he had juſt come from ſett- 


ting a plan for the houſehold of the Count 
d'Artois, and that he had determined that 


the Chevalier Dubarre, her other brother- 
in-law, ſhould be colonel of the body- 
guards to his grandſon ; but that it muſt 
not be made known before matters were 
ripe, and until his nuptials with a lady 
whom he had fixed upon for his conſort. 


The affair, however, could not be kept a 


fecret from the Count Artois, It was af- 
terwards known that he had written a let- 
ter to his grandfather on the occafion ; 
and although it was written with great free- 
dom and ſpirit, it gave no offence ; but 
his Majeſty ſuſpecting that the Prince 


himſelf was not the author, defired to know 


who had dictated it. He acknowledged 


that it was his aunt, Madam Adelaide: 

and this circumſtance could not fail to fo- 

ment the diſſention between the favourite 
and the royal family. 

SoM 
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SOME courtiers, in order to ſhew their re- 
ſpect, and make themſelves uſeful to the 
latter, made, about this time, a freſh at- 
tempt to introduce another miſtreſs to the 
bed of Lewis XV. There was an intrigu- - 
ing female ſtyled Baroneſs of Neukerque, 
formerly called Madam Pater, whoſe 
charms had made ſo much noiſe about ten 


years before. The party that was inimt- 
cal to the Counteſs, imagined the Baro- 


neſs was formed to ſupplant her, and threw 
her in the way of the Sovereign. The 
Duke of Duras, a gentleman of the bed- 


chamber, was ſuppoſed to have been the 


principal agent in managing the interview. 
The piece, though not French, was, how- 


ever inviting, and very capable of rouſing 


the feelings of an exhauſted debauchee. 


It is probable that the King enjoyed her, 
or, at leaſt, intended it; for this intrigue 


was carried on ſo ſecretly, that it ſtill con- 
tinued to the hour of his death, It appears 
that the faction who ſupported this Ger- 
man lady, was numerous and powerful ; and 


that the Duke of Choiſeuil, directing from 


Chanteloup his friend the Duke of Duras, 
Who. 
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who was a man of no great art, had ſe- 
_ eretly a great hand in the intrigue ; and it 
is impoſſible to ſay what might have en- 
ſued, had not circumſtances prevented the 
concluſion. 

Wuil x this ſecret intrigue engroſſed the 
attention of the edurtiers, an affair that 
happened in the city furniſhed matter of 
converſation and mirth to the public. In 
order to explain this matter, we muſt turn 
back to the former period. 

Taz mother of Madam Dubarre had a 
fiſter of the name of Cantini, a widow, 
incumbered with five children, She had 
formerly been a hawker; but, after the 
promotion of her niece, was forbid to con- 
tinue that buſineſs. It was the intention. 
of Madam Dubarre that the ſhould be 
allowed a penfion of 1200 livres. She © 
even thought it was paid her; but Madam 
Cantini complained that ſhe actually re- 
_ ceived no more than 600. Among the 
five children was the young girl, whom we 
have already mentioned by the name of the 
little Pierot, and whom her coufin-ger- 
man bad abſolutely taken under her care. 
Once 
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One of the remaining four was a boy, 
named Auguſtus, of the age of 17 : he 
was arch and ſharp; but, for want of 


proper education, was idle and worthleſs. 


Being in company with another of the 
fame ſtamp, and little accuſtomed to deli- 
cacies, he felt a ſtrong inclination to taſte 
of a roaſt fowl that lay expoſed on a board 
before a cook's ſhop. They concerted the 


following ſcheme to get poſſeſſion of it. 
One of them running, as it were by acci- 
dent, threw it down; the other took it. 


up, and went off with it as faſt as his heels 


could carry him. The cook purſued them, 


and ſeized Auguſtus, who had purpoſely 
flackened his pace, in order to give an 


opportunity to his comrade to eſcape with 


the fowl. The artful young rogue ſtrug- 
gled with the cook, declaring, That it was 
no fault of his, if another had taken his 
fowl, and vowed and {wore he had not the 
leaſt acquaintance with him, The guard, 


however, was called, and Auguſtus ſeeing 


the affair growing ſerious, and that they 


were going to fetter him, he aſſumed an 


air of conſequence, and adviſed the guards 
to 


250 1 or 


to take care what they did; but finding. 
his threats were diſregarded, he made him. 
ſelf known, by telling them, that he was 
a couſin-german to Madam Dubarrè. They 
would not believe him, but conducted 
him before a magiſtrate. He perſiſted in 
his declaration fo ſtrongly, that the juſtice, 
before he procecded in the affair, enquired 
where the boy's mother lived, and ſent 
for her. Miſtreſs. Cantini, as ſoon as ſhe 
was informed how matters ſtood, fainted 
away. When ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe was 
brought before the juſtice more dead than 
alive. She defired to ſpeak with him in 
private, and then laid open her perplexed 
ſituation, with reſpect to the orders ſhe had 
received not to make known her family- 
connections, which were, however, exactly 
conformable to what he had been already 
told. The prudent magiſtrate detained 
the young man in his own houſe, and im- 
mediately wrote to Count John, who ſent 
him for anſwer, that he might ſet the boy 


at liberty, and reſtore him to the mother; 


but, in a few days, people were ſent af- 
ter him, and he was placed at St. Lazare, 
which; 


MADAM DUBARRE 26: 
which he left only becauſe his penſion was 
not paid ; nor would he have been allowed 
to depart ſo, but for the interpoſition of 
his godfather, who was a man of ſome 
credit. The ſame protector made the Du- 
barres ſo far aſhamed of this adventure, 
that the young lad was at length provided 
for in the Eaſt Indies. 

Tux conclufion of the year 1772, and 
the beginning of 1773, were the moſt glo- 
rious periods of the life of the favourite, 
as the return of the princes to Court made 
them bow to her authority, in order to 
pleaſe the King, to whom they had been 
lately reconciled ; and the miniſters were 
more rampant than ever before her, from 
their apprehenſion of the ſtorm which they 
imagined was now actually gathering over 
their heads. In the beginning of De- 
cember, the Prince of Conde, and the 
Duke of Bourbon his fon, were reſtored 
to the royal favour by a letter of ſubmiſ- 
ſion. The Dukes of Orleans and Char- 
tres ſoon after followed this example in 
every particular; for the former, after 
paying their reſpect to all the royal fami- 

ly, 
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ly, did not neglect to viſit the favourite 
with the like ceremony; and this mean 


condeſcenſion, on their part, was not looked 
upon as any thing very extraordinary. The 
family was more provoked at the behavi- 
our of the latter. It is, indeed, true, that 
they were particularly invited; for as they 
were coming out from the King the third 


time, after having complied with the uſual 


ceremonies, the Duke d'Aiguillon follow- 


ed, and told them, That if their High- 


neſſes wiſhed to perform a thing highly 
pleaſing to the King, they would pay a 
compliment in perſon to the Counteſs Du- 
barre. The Duke of Orleans made an- 
ſwer for both ; That they ſhould be happy 
to give every proof of their zeal and at- 
tachment to his Majeſty ; and they imme- 
diately waited on the favourite; The Duke 
of Orleans was grave and ſerious on the 


occaſion ; the Duke of Chartres behaved 


with great freedom, as if he was in the com- 
pany of a girl of eaſy virtue. He fat on 
one arm of the chair of Madam Dubarre, 
and toyed with her ; nor was this familia- 
rity diſpleaſing to her. She made herlelr 


_ amends 
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amends with the Prince of Condé, who, 
by his pliancy and ſubmiſſion, ſeemed to 
encourage her to a greater degree of im- 
pertinence towards him. He often paid 
his reſpects to her ſince his appearance at 
Verſailles. The firſt time, he carried his 
extravagant complaiſance ſo far, as to aſk 
her at what hour ſhe would be ready to 
receive viſitants; and ſhe actually appoint- 
ed the time. This Prince, afterwards, 


_ throwing off all reſtraint, came to wait on 
her without the ſame ceremony : ſhe re- 


minded him, as it were, of his duty, by 


| making his Highneſs wait ſome time be- 
Fore ſhe admitted him. Befides, ſhe had 
another pique to this Prince for having 


effected his reconciliation without her know- 
ledge, in a manner, and by means of the 
Count de le Marche, who directed the 
Chancellor, It was this, in fact, that engag- 
ed her to unite with the Duke d'Aiguillon, 
in order to ſtrengthen their party, which 


was weakened by the weight acquired by 


the other fide ; and to counterbalance and 


_ preponderate, ſhe aſſiſted the latter with 
the Sovereign, and induced his Majeſty to 


reccive 
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receive the Duke of Orleans upon a letter 


much leſs ſubmiſſive than that of the Prince 
of Conde. 

Taz receivers-general alone had paid 
their compliments ro Madam Dubarre on 
the new year 1772. The farmers-general 
copied their example the year following, 
and fought the fame honour. They en— 


joyed one till greater, as his Majeſty was 


preſent at their introduction. She was quite 
gay. “ Gentlemen,” ſaid he, point- 
ing to his miſtreſs, “there is one of the 
greateſt ſmugglers in the kingdom ; you 
would do well to arreſt her.“ 


A Ixsr of this nature, delivered by by 


Majeſty in the preſence of his ſubjects, on 


ſo folemn an occaſion, would have been 
ſufficient to ſhew all Paris the extravagance 


of his paſſion, had it not been notorious, 


The Duke of Orleans was ſo far convinced 
of this truth, that he had thoughts of 


making ule of her influence, in order to re- 
pair the injuries done to the ſtate. As ſhe 
had been the cauſe of the evil, he wiſhed 
the remedy to come from her likewiſe. She 
was given to undcritand, that ſhe ſhould 

turn 
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turn againſt the Chancellor and his ſyſtem, 
the ſame inftruments which he bad em- 
ployed to accompliſh it; that is, in ſome 
excurſion at one of thoſe Bacchanalian cn- 
| tertainments in which the King delighted, 
the ſhould take advantage of thoſe mo- 
ments when his Majeſty, having drowned 
the cares of royalty in wine, and intoxi- 
cated with the bewitching charms of the 
bottle, would be ready to fign whatever 
might be ſuggeſted. This was a contra- 
diction that might, perhaps, prove diſ- 
agreeable to him in a more ſerious hour. 
He would, however, hereafter be made 
ſenſible of the neceffity of thoſe meaſures. 
The authors of this deſign were in hopes 
they had gained over the Counteſs ; and 
they waited for the journey to Belle Vue 
5 with impatience, which was the firſt of the 
| kind. It pafled, however, without ſuc- 
ceſs : that of Choiſi in the ſame manner; 
and ſeveral others. It was known that the 
Abbe Terrai, who endeavoured to preſerve 
an intereſt with both parties, but was really 
a friend to that of the Chancellor, had diſ- 
= ſuaded Madam Dubarre from ſo dangerous 
| 3 a pro- 
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a proceeding, which ſucceeded the firſt 
time, and might ruin her the ſecond. She 
contented herſelf with preſſing the King 
in a loyal and open manner to concur in 
the deſigns of the Duke d'Aiguillon, who, 
in conjunction with the family of Orleans, 
and the reſt of the miniſters, ſolicited the 
total reſtoration of the parliament ; but 
an error, which that miniſter diſcover- 
ed when it was too late, ruined the 
whole proceedings : the error lay in his 
endeavour to annihilate, with the ſame 
blow, both the Chancellor, and his mea- 
ſures, while the one ſupported the other. 
Mapa Dubarre was made a party in 
thoſe affairs againſt her inclinations. Poli- 
tics were not her taſte; ſhe found more 
pleaſure in her endeavours to amule the 
Sovereign. A new actreſs, whom all Pa- 
ris then admired, attracted her greateſt 
attention. This theatrical heroine was young 
and handſome ; ſhe was defirous of intro- 
_ ducing her to his Majeſty.—She had no- 
thing to fear from ſuch a rival, and ſhe 
rather looked upon her as a proper inſtru. 
ment to aſſiſt her in rouſing the languiſh- 
ing 
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ing and exhauſted nature of her royal lo- 
ver. She ſucceeded. His Majeſty was ſo 
condeſcending as to ſtay out the whole re- 
preſentation of Dido, in which Mademoi- 
ſelle Raucoux, ſo the actreſs was called, 
performed a part. Madam Dubarre intro- 
duced her afterwards to his Majeſty in 
a little apartment that had a communica- 
tion with the King's box, where the Prince 
retired with his miſtreſs during the enter- 
tainment, to indulge themſelves with the 
private amuſements and pleaſures of lo- 
vers. We are ignorant of what paſſed there- 
in. We may, indeed, preſume that the 
royal lecher gave a looſe to all thoſe de- 
fires of the fleſh which ſo tempting and 
blooming an object excited; for after the 
interview, ſhe departed laden with favours, 
both from the maſter and favourite. The 
advice of the latter, who exhorted her to 
be diſcreet, appeared laughable, and was 
a farther argument to believe that the ac- 
treſs had pleaſed his Majeſty. 

A TRAGICAL affair that happened in the 
beginning of the year, at the houſe of Ma- 
dam Dubarre, gave her a ſhock for the 

| N 2 moment, 
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moment, and might have produced dan- 


gerous fits but for the great diffipation in 
which ſhe lived. She had for her principal 
attendant, a perſon named Adelaide, f 
whom mention has been already made. 
This woman, who was married to a valet 


de chambre and hair-dreſſer by trade, whoſe 


name was Langibeau, and who, in conſe- 


quence of this match, was promoted to a 


conſiderable place in the treaſury, Not- 
withſtanding this good fortune, the man 


was ſo unhappy with his wife, who was a 
perfect ſhrew and fury, that not being able 


to leave her, as his whole fortune depend- 
ed on her, in a fit of deſpondency, he threw 


himſelf out of a window in the houſe of 
the Counteſs where he lived, and was kil- 


led on the ſpot. The accident could not 


de concealed from her, and made her me- 


Iancholy for ſeveral days. 
AxoTHER affair, leſs tragical, but more 
perſonal, affected Madam Dubarrè.— At 


the cloſe of the year, rhimes are generally 


made, in which the Court is criticiſed. 
The moſt ſcandalous anecdotes of gallan- 


* and politics are related in thoſe rhimes. 
1 here 
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There appeared ſome at this time, which 
though not very pointed, were, however, 
extremely mortifying, on account of the 
truths they contained. There are never 
wanting ill-natured perſons to communi- 
cate thoſe ſatirical jokes to the parties that 
are concerned in them. The fayourite re- 
ceived her packet; which was, in fact, leſs 
diſgraceful to her than to the princes.— 
Ir was eaſy to ſee, that the object of 
theſe rhimes was to cheriſh a diſſention be- 
tween the two branches of the princes of 
the blood, by ſhewing the two methods by 
which the reconciliation with the Sove- 
| reign had been made. Many perſons were, 
therefore, of opinion, that they originated 
from the Chancellor, on account of the 
degrading terms with which the oppoſite 
faction was treated, and particularly the 
Duke d'Aiguillon. And, indeed, it re- 
doubled the hatred and fury of the latter, 
and the favourite againſt hum. The inti- 
macy of this miniſter with Madam Du- 
| barre, naturally produced great friendſhip 
between her and the Dutcheſs d'Aiguillon, 
The latter, in order to pleaſe her huſband, 
N 3 paid 
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paid aſſiduous court to the former. Their 
familiarity was ſo great, that, on a certain 
occaſion, it was the cauſe of much per- 
plexity to the Dutcheſs. She happened 
to be with her friend when a new robe was 
brought home to her. As it is the cuſtom 
with ladies, and more particularly with 
| thoſe of the Court, ſhe greatly praiſed and 
admired it. This was ſo flattering to Ma- 
dam Dubarre, that ſhe made the Dutcheſs 
repeat her approbation ſeveral times. Af- 
ter this, ſhe threw her into a great dilem- 
ma, by infiſting on her acceptance of the 
robe, as a mark of friendſhip : that as ſhe 
had never put it on, ſhe did not ſee why 
the Dutcheſs ſhould make any difficulty 
about it. The latter, in great confuſion, 
thanked her, and endeayoured to excuſe 
herſelf by obſerving, that the robe, though 
very becoming to the Counteſs, on account 
of her youth and beauty, would be quite 
unſuitable to an old woman like her. She 
was {till at a loſs how to extricate herſelf, 
when the King appeared. The compli- 
mentary conteſt ſtill ſubfiſting, the favou- 
rite appealed to the juſtice of his Majeſty ; 
and 
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and the King determined in favour of his 
miſtreſs, which afforded PE mirth o 
the courtiers. 

As a farther proof of their intimacy, the 
Duke d' Aiguillon and the Counteſs Du- 
barre mutually made entertainments for 
each other. This was much commended 
by one party, and criticiſed by the other. 
In that which was given by the former, 
much notice was taken of a fete champetre, 
in which a black ſerpent was introduced; 
and malicious people pretended that the 
Chancellor was deſigned under this em- 
blem. The King himſelf, who was un- 
concerned, and laughed at every thing, ral- 
hed Monfieur de Maupeou about it. The 
latter, ſenſible of the ill tendency of ſuch 
things, was fo far out of humour, that he 
feverely reproached the Abbe Sorfenon, 
who had projected moſt of the entertain- 
ments. It was, in fact, more indecent for 
that author, as he had, but a year before, 
compoſed ſome verſes in praiſe of the 


Chief Juſtice, whom he no fo grievouſly 
offended, 


TE. Tas 
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Taz entertainment given by Madam 


Dubarrè was, as we may ſuppoſe, more 


ſplendid and magnificent. His Majeſty, 
however, did not appear at it ; which was 
ſome mortification to her. There were 
four different repreſentations, and about 
a hundred players, fingers and dancers, 
from the three theatres. A variety of 


pleaſing incidents had been invented to 


ſurpriſe, and all calculated to expreſs the 
powerful charms of that lady. Among 
others, mention was made of a large of- 


trich egg, that was found, as it were, by 
accident in the midſt of the apartment. 
The Counteſs was called, as if it was only 


to ſhew her this ſudden phenomenon. She 
had ſcarce approached, when it opened, and 
emitted a Cupid completely armed ; and 


this was contrived to expreſs, that a fingle 


glance of her's gave birth to love. In an- 
other interlude, the god loſes his bandage 
or filler, in order to ſhew the penetration 


of his Majeſty in the choice of his miſtreſs. 


It is obvious, that not only this enter- 
tainment, which was called Madam Du- 
barrè's, becauſe ſc had been at the ex- 

pence, 
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pence, but likewiſe that of the Duke, were 


entirely calculated to honour the goddeſs. 


of the day. | 
 AxortutR anecdote that happened in 
conſequence of the entertainments, was. 
_ truely laughable; and is not the leaſt cu- 
rious in the life of the Counteſs. 

Tux Marchioneſs of Rozen, one of the 


attendants of the Counteſs of Provence, 
had for ſome time paſt paid affiduous court 


to Madam Dubarre. The latter liked her 
much ; and they became intimare friends. 
The Marchioneſs was young and handſome, 


and had the air of a child. This obferva- 


tion is neceffary. The favourite did not 
neglect to invite her to the entertainment. 


Maddam Rozen went; but ſhortly after 


broke off all connection with her friend, 
or at leaſt, ſhewed a great coolneſs. This 


was probably owing to the princeſs, whom 
the had the honour to ſerve, who had ſe- 
verely reproached her tor her attention to 


a female, ſo much the ſubject of public 
cenſure ; and eſpecially for her being no- 
ticed by the Court, as being preſent at her 
Entertainments. Whatever might have 


* beck 
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been the cauſe, the Counteſs was not in- 
ſenſible to the change. She complained 
to the King, who made a jeſt of the 
matter, ſaying, The Marchioneſs was but 
a child, for whom a rod was the fitteſt 
puniſhment. Madam Dubarre took the 


King's words in the literal, and moſt | 
rigorous ſenſe. Madam de Rozen called 
upon her one morning, and after they 


had breakfafted in a friendly manner to- 


gether, the favourite invited her into 
her cloſet, as if the had ſomething par- 
ticular to tell her. That moment four 
luſty chambermazds ſeized upon the poor 


criminal, and whipped her ſoundly. The 
ſufferer boiling with rage, complained 


to the ſoverign, who had nothing to re- 


ply when the miſtreſs reminded him, that 
| the had no more than executed the ſen- 
tence of his Majeſty. He concluded with 


laughing at the affair, and Madam Rozen, 
by the advice of tbe Duke dAiguillon, 


reviſited the Counteſs; after ſome raillery 


on the flagellated poſteriors, which made 


known and confirmed the anecdote; the 
two friends embraced, and agreed to 
h Þury 
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bury all in oblivion. But the public 


never forget ſuch things; nor was the 


matter forgotten by the Counteſs of Pro- 


vence. Happily for Madam Dubarre, 


that Princeſs had it not in her power 
to ſhew her reſentment. The Dauphi- 


neſs ſeemed defirous of expreſſing hers, 


only by a trick conſiſtent with her youth, 
and ſprightly diſpofition. Knowing that 


the favourite had ordered a jeweller to 


make up a diamond aigrette, of the moſt 


elegant kind; and being informed of 


the day when the artiſt was to carry 


it home, ſhe ſet people to watch his 


coming; the moment he appeared, he 


was ordered to wait upon the Princcis 
directly, without giving him time to exe- 
cute the orders of the favourite. The 


Dauphineſs affected an entire ignorance 
of the workman's bufineis; and mention- 
ed in general terms her deſire of having 
a diamond aigrette, made in the rich- 
eſt and moſt exquiſite taſte poſſible. He 
expreſſed his readineſs and zeal to ſerve 
the Princeſs; and the better to convince 


her Highneſs of his abilities, to execute 


N hs 
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the order, he ſhewed her a model in 
that which he was carrying to the Coun- 


teſs. The Dauphineſs admircd it, put it 


on, and obſerved that it became her very 
well, and ſhe would keep it. The jew- 
eller was greatly perplexed how to be- 
have ; the ſecing bY uneafineſs, aſked 
him the reaſon of it, and he was obliged 
to acknowledge the truth. The Princeſs 
defired him to be under no apprehen= 


ſions, as ſhe would take the matter on 


berfelf. In this manner the waited on 


her grandfather, aſked his Majefty Low 


he liked her dreſs, and particularly his 
opinion with regard to the aigrette. Ile 
King greatly extolled it; upon Which 


ihe informed him of the trick tho had. 


played Madam Dubarré: he laughed at 
and commended the joke; and went im- 
mediately to banter the Counteſs abou: 
the matter. „„ 

SoME fatirical verſes were circulated 


about this time, ia which the King and 


Madam Dubarre, were very ſeverely hand- 
led. Thoſe verſes in particular, only ex- 
poſed a my ſtery, that till then, was only 

whiſpered 
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whiſpered about. No perſon at Verſailles 
doubted but that the Duke d'Aiguillon 


was admitted to the arms of the favourite; 
it was the fate of Lewis XV. to be cuc- 
kolded by his miniſters. The miniſter 


we are ſpeaking of, had already a con- 


nection with Madam de Chateauroux, 
which could not be a ſecret to his Ma- 
jeſty; and Cardinal de Bernis, and the 
Duke de Choiſeuil, according to the re- 


port of the courtiers, had alternately en- 
Jjoyed the favours of Madam Pompadour. 


Happily thoſe verſes were not cominu- 


nicated to the King; it is at leaſt to be 


preſumed fo, as the favour of the milf. 
treſs and minifter was not diminiſhed. 
It was not ſaid that any perſon had been 
taken up on ſuſpicion of having compoſ- 


ed, vended, or ſung thoſe verſes. This 
fimplicity encouraged people to make 


others ſtill more ſevere. An epigram of 


the molt bitter kind was handed about 
under an appearance of ſimplicity; it 
contained great acrimony. 
Bor this was ſtill leſs ſevere than ano- 


ther epigram, in which the Princes were 


abuſed 
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DE for their defection; ; and repreſented 
as diſputing the honour of ſhewing their 


real, and reſpect to the Counteſs. 


TakEsE rhimes might be looked upon 
as a ſupplement to the former; with- 


out coming however from the ſame hand. 
In the firſt there was more mirth and 
art, but infinitely leſs of ſtrength and 
energy. In condemning the freedom with 
which the writer treated the auguſt per- 


ſonages he exhibited, we muſt however 


allow him merit in the execution; the 


tines certainly proceeded from a pen that 


had been accuſtomed to ſuch atrocity, 
and muſt have been bitterly felt by thoſe 


who were the ſubjects of them, if they 


reached their knowledge but their hit- 
torical merit confiſted in the anecdotes 
which they contained. 

iſt, Mapam Dubarre was attacked on 
the moſt tender fide ; her breaſts were 
repreſented as become too voluminous, 


and having loſt that elaſticity that con- 


ſtituted their greateſt beauty; they were 
even ſaid to be proſtituted to her negroe- 
boy; this calumny was unhappily found- 
"6d 
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ed on the fooliſh careſſes ſhe beſtowed 
on that ſlave, and on the blind indulgence 


with which ſhe ſpoilt him. 2dly, The 


motives of the return of the princes were 
laid open. That of the prince of Conde 
was aſcribed to his ambition, which had 
been flattered with the hopes of obtain- 
ing the command of the troops in caſe 


of a war, which was apprehended. No 


notice however was taken of the hopes 


with which he had been amuſed of ſee- 


ing his daughter married to the Count 


d' Artois; this royal prince was in fact 
deſperately in love with her. In fhort, 


the public ſuſpicions that were now 
aſſerted as real, and that the Prince of 


_ Conde had remained fo long united with 
the other princes in their reſiſtance, only 


with a view of being a ſpy on their 


conduct. With reſpect to the Duke of 


Orleans, every body was perſuaded that 
it was Madam de Monteſlon, that deter- 


mined his defection, on the affurances 
ſhe had received, that the King ſhould 


approve, and ratify her marriage with the 
Duke of Orleans, She had the more 


\ reaſon 
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reaſon to flatter herſelf that Madam Du- 
darrè would promote the match with all 


her influence, as the latter was ſaid to 
have the deſign of ſucceeding to the 


honouts that Madam Maintenon had en- 


joyed. 
No mention was made in the verſes of 


the Duke of Chartres, who had been like- 


wiſe flattered with ſome promotion; he 


bad been made to conſider as a thing 
very poſhble his ſucceeding the Duke 


of Penthievre, his father- in-law, in the 


poſt of admiral. The great Dubarre, who 


was the go- between to the Duke d'Aiguil- 
lon, had thrown out his bait. His fiſter- in- 
law was called upon by his highneſs to 
make good her promiſe, and ſecond his 
application to the ſovereign; but the 


affair miſcarried, by their blunder in omit- 


ting to obtain the previous conſent of 
the Duke of Penthievre. His Majefty 
had ſentiments of delicacy and honour ; 
and was fo offended at the ſcheme, that 
he gave the favourite a flat denial. This 
humour however did not laſt, and the 


author of the Court Thermometers, placed 


oY 
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her in as high a degree as ever. It is 


true, a report prevailed about Eaſter, that 
ſhe was likely to be diſcarded. —The cauſe 
of the report was as follows : 

A CERTAIN Abbe, of the name of Beau- 
vais, preached before the King at Ver- 
ſailles. This young man, who was of an 
obſcure family, and nephew to the keeper 


of the records of the clergy, was deter- 


mined, if poſhble, to make his fortune, 
while he officiated, either to obtain a 
biſhopric, or be ſent to the Baſtile. He 
took a moſt extraordinary method to effect 
his purpoſe : he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
an uncommon freedom and boldneſs; he 
had the reſolution to thunder out cenſures 
from the pulpit againſt the ſcandalous life 
of Lewis XV. He particularly deſcribed 
his paſſion for Madam Dubarre, in a ſtrik- 
ing picture of the licentious manners of the 
wiſe Solomon: the compariſon was obvi- 
ous. After an allegory of the ſtrongeſt 
reſemblance, EIn fine, ſaid he, this 


© monarch, ſatiated with voluptuous en- 


* joyments, tired with having exhauſted, 
in order to revive his withered appetites, 
every 
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E every ſpecies of pleaſure that ſurrounds 


c the throne, concluded with ſeeking a 


ce new kind in the vile dregs of public 


* corruption.” An obſervation dropped 


by the King was a proof that he under- 


ſtood the meaning of the preacher; for 


upon a certain day that the orator had de- 
claimed with vehemence againſt thoſe vi- 


cious dotards, who in the froſt of age ſtill 


endeavour to cheriſh the flames of concu- 
piſcence, his Majeſty, after the ſermon 


was over, addreffing himſelf to Marſhal 


Richlieu, ſaid, Well, Richlieu, I think 


< the preacher has flung many ſtones into 


* your garden.” © Yes, pleaſe your 


<« Majeſty,” replied the antiquated lecher, 
e and with ſuch violence too, that ſome 


of them even rebounded to the gardens 


* of Verſailles” On the other hand, 


fome corrupt courtiers having endeavour- 


ed to provoke the reſentment of the King 


againſt the Abbe de Beauvais, by relating 
ſome of the ſevereſt parts of his ſermons, 


his Majeſty excuſed him, by ſaying, That 
ir was his buſineſs and duty. The ſpies of 


Madam Dubarre, in the mean time, gave 
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her an account of the late boldneſs of the 


declaimer; ſhe made ſuch ſevere com- 


plaints to her auguſt lover, that ſhe chan- 


ged ina moment the good diſpoſitions the 


Prince was in towards the preacher ; ſo that 


when he was introduced to take leave of 
his Majeſty, inſtead of a compliment,which 


he expected from him, the King ſaid, 


“ Doctor, you was very prolix yeſterday.” 


But this diſcontent was but a temporary 


ſatisfaction with which he gratified his 
miſtreſs ; and the deſign of the ambitious 
prieſt was not the leſs ſucceſsful : he was 
made Biſhop of Senez. Os 

Taz chief employment of the favourite 


in Lent, and afterwards, was to efface thoſe 
impreſſions of terror which the preacher 
made on the mind of the King. To et- 
fect this, it was neceſſary for her to have 


recourſe to new ſeductions, to plays, en- 


tertainments, ſplendid routs, and every 
thing that was likely to rouſe the Monarch 


out of his melancholy reflections. She 
ordered the Sieur Veſtris to make ſome | 


wanton pantomime, with ſuch animated 


pictures as might excite ſome ſenſations in 


an 


294 MEMOIRS OF 


an old man, already debilitated. This 
gave riſe to the heroic ballet of Endymion; 


in which the author deſcribed the amours 


of Diana with that ſhepherd. The riſe of 


that paſſion, its manifeſtation and conſe- 
quences, were expreſſed with great energy. 


The airs adapted to the piece, were ſelec- 
ted from among the moſt animated and 
voluptuous of the Lyric theatre. Madam 
Dubarre was ſo well ſatisfied with the ſalu- 
tary effects which the happy invention of 


the compoſer produced for the moment, 
that ſhe ſeconded him in the deſign he had 


of getting his ballet repreſented at the 
Opera Houſe, and removed every obſtacle 
that the Cenſor of Manners raiſed againſt 
it, She permitted the Sieur Veſtris to de- 


clare, that the Counteſs made the requeſt, 


and wiſhed to fee it repreſented a ſecond 
time. She carried her munificence ſo far, 
as to have two boxes retained for her; as 

if ſhe meant to have a numerous train. A 


report of this ſoon ſpread; and every one 


endeavoured to be preſent at fo remarkable 
a period. People were the more curious, 
as the Marchioneſs of Pompadour had 

never 
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never preſumed to appear at the opera 
with ſuch parade and ceremony during the 


whole courſe of her long reign. Neither 


did Madam Dubarre go. The ballet, how- 
ever, was performed. 
Tux favourite, at the ſame time, pro- 
cured a more agreeable ſcene than even the 
former for the Sovereign. It would have 
been flat and infipid to many others, though 
it was highly reliſhed by the Prince. This 


was relative to the new French theatre, that 


occaſioned the various projects that kept 
the performers in ſuſpence. Theſe people 
being jealous of their right and property, 
and imagining that they ſhould ſecure 
them better by remaining in the old fitua- 
tion, contrived to intereſt the proprietors 
of houſes and tradeſmen of the neighbour. 


hood in the affair. A female brewer, of 


the name of Loque, a celebrated go-be- 
tween, who had occaſion to know Miſs 
Lange, and who was well acquainted with 
the great Dubarrè, took upon her to be 
the orator on the occaſion. She ſent to 
requeſt of the Counteſs, to let her know 


on what day ſhe might be admitted to an 
audi- 
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audience. The Counteſs conſented the 
more readily, as ſhe conſidered ſuch a 
ſcene ſuited to the taſte of the King, and 
very likely to divert him. The orator was 
defired to uſe no ſtudied or borrowed elo- 
quence, but to deliver herſelf in her own 
natural manner. The great corpulency, 
the flaming viſage, the black eye-brows, 
the harſh looks, and the hoarſe voice of 
the female advocate, gave to her enun- 
ciation a mode of eloquence ſo fingular, 
that it was quite new to his Majeſty. He 
did not loſe a word of the harangue ; but, 
to prevent the orator from being intimi- 
dated by his preſence, he ſaw and heard 
every thing from a corner where he was 
concealed. 8 
Bx means of thoſe little expedients and 
amuſements, the ſermons of the Abbe de 
Beauvais were ſoon forgotten; and Madam 
Dubarre continued her triumph over the 
heart of her auguſt lover. She was near 
diſplacing a miniſter ſoon after ; this was 
the Marquis de Monteynard, who was not 
pleaſing to the Counteſs, on account of 
his intimacy with the Chancellor. She was. 
{till 
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fill more exaſperated againſt him on ac- 


count of the refuſal ſhe experienced from 


him, in regard to the regiment of dragoons 


called Beaufremont. She had ſolicited for 
the Sieur Dange d'Arcay, nephew to a 


farmer-general of the like name. The 


Secretary at War did not think proper to 
| beſtow the regiment on an upſtart of that 


kind. He gave it to the Prince of Lam- 
beſc. The Duke d'Aiguillon, who coveted 


the war department, animated the favou- 


rite, and gave her to underſtand, that ſhe 
would become miſtreſs of thoſe favours, in 


procuring the place for him. The ideas 


of the Duke were adopted. She made 
ſuch bitter complaints to the King, not of 
the fact itſelf, but of the manner of refu- 


fing her, that the Lettre de Cachet, or or- 


der, was already figned. In the night, the 


King was diſturbed ; his uncafineſs and 


remorſe kept him awake; and the next 


morning he ſtopped the execution of his 


Orders. 
Bor the King was too weak, in repent - 


ing of an injuſtice, to cenſure his miſtreſs, 


who made him commit it; nay, he ſeemed 
to 
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to apologize to her for his conduct, in 
granting her the nomination to the places 
in the houſchold of the Count d' Artois. 
Meaſures were now taken to ſettle it in 
good earneſt, Complaints were made of 
the impoſitions of the Marchioneſs of 


Laugeac, under the Duke of La Vrilliere, 
who had that department. We have al- 


ready obſerved his inſolence, in refuſing 


one of the Princeſſes of France a place 


that ſhe had ſolicited, Madam Dubarre 
had then ſupported the miniſter; but, be- 


ing better informed afterwards, ſhe ſug- 
geſted to her royal lover the neceſſity of 


putting a ſtop to this plunder ; and the 
King defired her to propoſe perſons, at 


leaſt for the firſt places; which were gran- 
ted to the greater part of the creatures of 


the Counteſs : thus it was, that the Che- 


valier Dubarrè, afterwards Marquis Du- 
barre, was made Captain of the hundred 
Swiſs, the body-guards of the prince. 

Ix this intoxicating degree of favour, 


many people admired how Madam Du- 


barre could fo well preſerve the ſentiments 
of nature, and forget no part of duty to 


her 


— 
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her mother. The mother was in the Con- 


vent of St. Elizabeth, where ſhe was known 
by the name of Madam de Monrable; and 


flattery already began to compliment her 


with the title of Marchioneſs. We muſt 
however confeſs, that neither her manners 


nor behaviour intitled her to ſuch a diſ- 
tinction. At firſt, the Dubarres endea- 


voured to drive her out of Paris; but, by 
her reſolution and firmneſs, ſhe triumphed 


over that perſecution, and lived very quietly 


in her convent. She had an equipage 


lately, and a country houſe; and began to 
acquire a degree of conſideration. People 


were edified by the filial piety with which 
Madam Dubarre regularly paid her duty 
to her mother every fortnight. She ſpent 


a great part of the day with her. The 
Superior carried her mean condeſcenſion fo 
far, as to ſend her niece, who had a fine 
yoice, to entertain the Counteſs with a ſong 
while ſhe was at dinner, 

Bor this attachment of Madam Du- 


| barre to her family was an additional tax 


upon the ſtate, which her own luxury al- 
ready oppreſſed ſeverely. It was aflerted, 
O - .- hat 
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that ſhe had already drawn out of the 
royal exchequer, either for her own uſe, 
or to indulge her generoſity, eighteen mil- 
lions of livres in caſh, without reckoning 
particular orders and indirect expences. 
This provoked the indignation of a bold 

poet. This violent patriot, not daring 

openly to laſh thoſe vices which inflamed 
his rage, contrived to give his ſatire an air 
of antiquity. He ſuppoſed that the ori- 
ginal was compoſed by a Roman author, 
named Caius Lucilius, who was exaſperated 
at the infamy and corruption of the age. 
Some of the verſes ſtrongly alluded to the 
favourite. 

Mapam Dubarre, in the mean while, 
laviſhed money onthe moſt wretched ſcribb- 
lers, who were mean enough to addreſs 
their verſes to her : thus, at the opening 
of the year, ſhe paid the Sieur de Sauvigny 
extravagantly for having ſung her praiſes. 

The poet, encouraged by her liberality, 


undertook a large work under her patro- 


nage; this was the Lady's Parnaſſus, in ten 
volumes. The Counteſs ſubſcribed imme- 
diately for a great number of copies ; and 

every 
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every one who viſited her was obliged to 
follow her example, if they would court 
her favour. . i 
PLAYExs, fingers, and dancers had all 
a ſhare in her liberality. This occaſioned 
two very droll incidents, that deſerve to 
be recorded as a proof of the little dignity 
of the favourite, whoſe palace was a com- 
mon receptacle for all forts of people. 
'The cauſe of thoſe incidents was as fol- 
lows: Madam Dubarre, who was very 
fond of Mademoiſelle Dubois, belonging 
to the French theatre, and on whom ſhe 
had heaped many favours, had exerted her 
authority, in order to make her appear again 
on the ſtage. The latter was ready to 
obey ; but circumſtances were againſt it. 
She took advantage of the acceſs which 
the affair gained her with the Counteſs, 
made ſo free as to unboſom herſelf, and 
begged her to do a more meritorious work, 
by prevailing on a dancer, of the name of 
d'Auberval, to marry her. Madam Du- 
barre, who delighted i in this ſort of female 
intrigue, and w ho amuſed the King with 
them, ſpoke to d'Auberval; but he ex- 
| Q 2 cuſed 
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cuſed himſelf, and, no doubt, gave ex- 
cellent reaſons for not complying; ſo the 
affair dropped. From this ſketch ſome 
anonymous author produced the two fol- 
lowing letters. The firſt is ſuppoſed from 
Mademoiſelle Dubois to the Counteſs Du- 
barre. 1 Z 


„ Maran, 


ce IN compliance with your commands, 1 
had determined to return to the ſtage, 
* and to exert every effort in the improve- 
ment of my flender talents for your 
e amuſement. My application has been 
& unfortunately too late; my parts have 
cc been given away, and my fellow-players 
ce have infinuated the confuſion I ſhould 
* now produce. They have aſſured me, 
e that a memorial was preparing to lay 
ce before you the impoſſibility of my pre- 
& ſent appearance. That will, I hope, 
& convince you, Madam, how earneſt I 
have been in my ſolicitations, and with 


c what ardour I ſhould have contributed 


« to your amuſement in thoſe happy mo- 
„ments 
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ments when your mind is unbent from 


important occupations. 


© Your goodneſs, however, encourages 


me, Madam, to ſolicit another favour. 
Permit me to open my heart to you : 
you have too much ſenſibility not to 
compaſſionate the errors of love. I 


have loved d*Auberval for above twelve 


years ; and happy ſhould I have been 
if his paſſion for me had been equally 


ardent : but the faithleſs man has often 


fince proteſted the fame affection to ma- 


ny others. I have, however, a precious 


pledge of our love, in a child that is fo 
far the object of my maternal tender- 


neſs, that I cannot reflect, without the 


deepeft concern, on the illegitimacy of 


his birth; and all I would wiſh would 


be, to repair that defect by marriage. I 


am in ſo good circumſtances at preſent, 


that I have ſufficient to pay all the debts 
of my perfidious lover; and all I would 


_ aſk for this, is but a return of affection 


with his hand. To effect this good 


purpoſe, Madam, would be a work wor- 
thy of you; and though I have lived 
1 a life 


— 42 2 
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CC 


4c 


cc 


a life of irregularity, my heart has al- 
ways cheriſhed virtuous ſentiments. You 
are not a ſtranger to the dangers of a 
young girl who has any accompliſh- 
ments, and whole fituation expoſes her 


to the ſeductive flattery and attacks of 


men of rank and education. How, in- 


* deed, is it poſſible for her to refiſt ſo 
many powerful temptations? I cans 
however, ſay with great truth, that I 


never was happy 1n the riotous pleaſures 
of the ſtage. My conſcience is natu- 
rally timid, and cafily alarmed. The 
terrors of futurity continually diſturbed 
me in the very midſt of diſfipation and 
pleaſure. The loſs of my laſt lover has 
thrown me into a deep melancholy : 
his unhappy end, in the flower of his 


age, has filled me with apprehenfions 


for my own fate, This, Madam, was 
the principal motive of my retreat 
from the ſtage, until your with that I 
might return to it again, overcame my 
ſcruples and repugnance. Circumſtan- 
ces alone prevent a compliance with 
your commands. Vouchſafe, Madam, 
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to complete the happineſs I have in 
taking up a moment 6f your thoughts 
about me, by granting me the protec- 


tion I ſolicit, or rather by an exertion 
of authority which could never be more 
worthily employed. I am perſuaded, 
moreover, that d'Auberval can never re- 


fuſe complying with a duty that is dic” 


tated by you ; and what will be an ad. 
ditional comfort to me in this marriage, 
as not having it in my power to amuſe 


you on the theatre in my leifure hows, 


I ſhall ftill contribute to your diverton 
by another ſelf, by a huſband, who will 
remain there as long as he has the hap. 
pineſs of giving you any pleaſure. 
«« I am, 5 
* with the moſt profound reſpec, &c.” 


Paris, April 22d, 1773. 


Ix a poſtſcript was written. For the 
*© better underſtanding of this letters 
© the reader muſt be informed that d'Au- 


„ berval, a dancer of the Opera-houſe, 


* who is a man of ſenſe and humour, di- 


«& verts greatly the Counteſs Dubarre, has 
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« the direction of the entertainments ſhe 


* makes, and, therefore, is on a very fa- 
* miliar footing with that lady.“ 


*Twas no doubt, in order to preſerve 
this freedom, that d'Auberval was made 


to anſwer in a very free ſtyle, His letter 
was Prefaced with the following note: 


«@ Taz Connie Dubarre, at the requeſt 
« of Mademoiſelle Dubois, having vouch- 


© ſafed to intereſt herſelf for her marriage 
with d'Auberval, ſent for that dancer, 


and informed him of the offers of that 
t aQrreſs, which conſiſted in giving him 


40, ooo livres down, in order to pay his 


% debts, to fink her effects, which might 
% produce 10,000 livres per annum; and, 
ein fine, to ſecure to him a moiety of the 


© annuity of 15,000 livres, which ſhe had. 


« D'Auberval begged of the Counteſs to 
& fayour him with the letter of Mademoi- 
« felle Dubois, to give him time for con- 
«« ſideration, and to permit him to give an 
*« anſwer in writing. This occaſioned the 


„ following reply, which furniſhed matter 


cc of 
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* of entertainment to the Green- room, as 
no doubt d'Auberval gave out __ of. 
„ both letters.” 


« Map: au, 


ac 15 not ſo well acquainted with af- 


* fairs of love as Miſs Dubois; but if it 
« confiſts in receiving a man into her bed, 
* I am perſuaded ſhe has a great deal 
„for me. As it was out of my power, 


however, to occupy her every day, and 


ce that it was abſolutely neceſſary for her 


« to have love at any rate, ſhe frequently 


6 gave my place to others; and, by this 
„ means, four or five of us, and ſometimes 
more, relieved one another by turns, 
From this medley of lovers reſulted a 
* little boy. She has done me the ho- 


„ nour to father him entirely upon me: 
* this preference and partiality I accepted 


e the more gratefully, as ſhe might have 


e choſen a father of much greater diſtine- 


tion, either from a variety of court- 
* lords, the judges, or lords of the trea- 


& ſury. Be theſe matters as they may, 
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* the honour was accepted, and I took 


* charge of the boy; but the mamma, who 


„ confidered this child as a toy, created 


* for no other end by Providence but to di- 


vert her, thought proper to have him 
de back for her amuſement. I then ex- 
* preſſed my diſapprobation at her pro- 
« ceeding, and diſclaimed all rights or 
5 pretenſions of a father. But now that 


e the youth is not fo entertaining or do- 


„ cile,. that he is rather troubleſome and a 
„ burthen, ſhe withes to be rid of him, 
„ and fend him back to me. But, as ſhe 
“has had the pleaſure, it is but juſt ſhe 


% ſhould have the trouble, eſpecially as 
„it is very well adapted to the vulgar. 


life ſhe intends to lead, and to the na- 
*+* tural ſentiments of the mother, as well 
as to thoſe of religion, which ſhe makes 
a parade of at preſent. I know her head 
to be very weak; I ſhould fear to be in- 
« fected with the like malady ; and that 
© ſhe might, in the end, turn mine. She is 
« afraid of the devil; ſo am I; and it 
is that prevented me from marrying 
her; for ſhe is a devil incarnate, who is 

| 44 * 
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* the plague and torment of her father, 


mother, fiſters, and lovers. What then 


* ſhould be the fate of her unfortunate 
& huſband ? N 
Loy have permitted me, Madam, to 


„ give my ſentiments with freedom on this 


matter. I do no more than comply with 
your inclination. 


] preſume, you had in view in the ne- 


* gocration, which. was beneath you, con- 


* fidering the parties intereited ; but is an 


* admirable proof of that goodneſs of heart 


e that ſhines conſpicuous in all your ac- 
*« tions. The greateſt misfortune of Miſs 
Dubois will, no doubt, be her incapa- 
e city to contribute to your pleaſures any 
« longer; but, for my part, a marriage 
ce between her and me is not at all neceſ- 
« ſary to make me devoted to you; be- 


„ ſides, I would rather have all the me- 


& rit alone of the moſt voluntary attach- 


« ment to your ſervice. 


c Wir regard to Miſs Raucoux, v/hom 
you have been pleaſed to propoſe to me 
„for a wife, in caſe a match with BIIISs 
O 6 


„ NDu- 


E wiſh my ſincerity 
* may afford you ſome mirth; this is all, 
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* Dubois ſhould not take place, 1 have 
only to obſerve, that the lady is young, 


and likely to have engagements with the 
* world ; I have, therefore, no great de- 
«© fire to be the firft, or even the ſecond, 
i that ſhall inſtruct her in the affairs of 
<« gallantry : when ſhe has gone through 
„ ſeveral hands, we ſhall then ſee with 
<© whom ſhe will ultimately remain. 
«© I am; 1 
with the moſt profound reſpect, &c.” 
Paris, April zoth, 1773. 


Cop NT Dube, as brother-in-law, was 
of no inconſiderable expence to govern- 
ment. His great influence with his fiſter- 
in-law made him confider the royal trea- 
fury as his own private purſe. He loſt 
immenſe ſums at play, which gave him 
very little uneaſineſs; nor did he endea- 


vour to conceal his loſſes. When he hap- 
pened to have a run of ill- luck, and peo- 
ple ſeemed to expreſs a concern, he uſed 
to ſay ſometimes, Do not be afflicted, 


my friends, on my account; you muſt pay 


thaſe lofſes,” In the ſpring of the year, 
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177 3, he had ſhut himſelf up in the caſtle 
of Triel, which the Sieur Brizard, the 
Farmer-general, had lent him. The object 


of this accommodation was, to have a re- 


tired place for the reception of gameſters 


like himſelf, where he might -freely in- 
dulge his immoderate paſſion for play. 


At a fingle fitting he loſt 7000 guineas, 
and boaſted, that he was then a loſer of 
near 25,000.—To repair the late loſs, he 
gave, according to cuſtom, a draft on the 
Abbe Terrai. The Abbé, recolleCting the 
inſolent remarks he had made upon him, 
refuſed paying the money. The drawer 
vowed vengeance againſt the Comptroller- 


general; but the refuſal was concerted 


with the Duke d' Aiguillon, who was no 


leſs offended ; ad that miniſter had been 


previouſly with the fiſter-in-law, in order 


to defeat any attack that might be 


made upon the Abbe from that quarter by 


the brother-in-law. The Count, being 


informed of this ſtep, was not more mo- 
derate : he did not ſcruple to avow his 


ſentiments opeuly at a ſupper ; and decla- 
red, that if the Duke d'Aiguillon was un- 


mindful 
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mindful of the obligations he owed him, he 
would find means to have him diſmifled 


with leſs difficulty than he had procured 
the place. He added, he was no way 
afraid of ſpeaking his mind; and even 
withed that what he ſaid might be com- 
municated to the Duke, It was reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that the miniſters were 
intimidated ; for the affair was made up, 
and the Count received the ſum he de- 
fired, Ps 
Wuär contributed perhaps to the re- 
conciliation, was the neceffity of a union 


in order to captivate the monarch, and 
hold him faſt in the chains of the Coun- 


teſs. A few words which the King drop- 
ped about this time, made them tremble. 
Some ſhocks which his health ſuſtained, 


affected his Majeſty; he kept the matter 


a ſecret from his courtiers, and only com- 
municated his remarks to the Sieur de 
le Martiniere, his firſt ſurgeon, in whom 
he repoſed great confidence. He made 
him fleep- in his own apartment, and 
followed his advice. It was rumoured 
thut his Majeſty, in expreſſing his fears 
| 3 with 
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with reſpect to his enfeebled powers, ſaid 


to his Eſculapius: I plainly perceive 
that I muſt ſuſpend the wheels;” and that 


 Martiniere made anſwer: * Your Ma- 


Jeſty would do better ſtill, to unyoke en- 
entirely.” Whatever truth might be in 
this, the auguſt lover ſhewed a tempo- 
rary coolneſs to his miſtreſs. She had be- 


ſpoke a ſplendid equipage for the review; 


but neither the goddeſs nor her coach ap- 


peared there, where great crowds had: 
aſſembled in order to have a fight of her. 


This humour continued all the time of 


the review, and was remarked by every 


body. The Duke de Cofls, whom the 
Counteſs protected, being left out in the 
diſtribution of the vacant blue ribbons 
at Whitſuntide, ſtrengthened the ſuſpici- 
ons of the courtiers; but we muſt attri- 
bute this omiſſion to” nothing but the 
indifference of the Counteſs on the OCCa- 


fion, who was diſatisfied with him for not 
having prevailed upon his dutcheſs to 


attend her levees. Beſides, it was well 
Known that the coolneſs of his Majeſty, 


had not eontinued any length of time; 


and 
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and there were evident proofs of the in- 
creaſing influence and power of the Coun- 
teſs. The firſt prince of the blood was 
her fuppliant. He was almoſt fantic, 


that he could not prevail upon the King 
to permit his marrying Madam de Mon- 
teſſon publicly, without which ſhe could 
not be acknowledged Dutcheſs of Orleans. 


This was the method that was uſed, in 
order to induce the lady of his affections, 
to perſuade him to return to court; and 


when there was no farther occafion for 


them, they were laughed at. The Prince 
had recourſe to the mediation of the 


favourite, who made anſwer, © Good 


father fat-fides,” (fo ſhe familiarly called 
the Prince, who was very corpulent,) 


“% marry her; we ſhall endeavour after- 


wards to. give you more perfect ſatisfac- 
tion: you are ſenfible that I am ftrongly 
intereſted to ſerve you ; you may depend 
on my zeal and friendſhip.” The Duke 
of Orleans followed her advice. We may 


eafily judge from this freedom, to what 
a degeneracy our princes were fallen, 


when they would patiently ſuffer it. 
MADAM 
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Map AM Dubarre diſplayed her protec- 
tion and power, in a more honourable 
affair. She procured the diſgrace of the 
Chevalier d'Arcq, for ſome acts of ex- 
tortion; and notwithſtanding the tears of 
Madam Langeac, and thoſe of the Duke 
of la Vrilliere, had him baniſhed to Tulles. 
Ir were to be wiſhed that the had 
ated as efficaciouſly on a more impor- 
tant occaſion. She received by the poſt 
from Poitou a little box, upon opening 
which, there was found a petition from 
the wretched peaſants, who complained 
of the badneſs of the bread they were 
obliged to eat; a ſample of the bread 
accompanied the petition. The fayourite, 
moved by their melancholy ſupplica- 
tions, carried the petition and bread to 
the King. His Majeſty broke, examined 
and taſted the latter; we have not how- 
ever learned that the complaints of the 
poor people had any effect. 

A cnEAr event that happened in the 
family of the Dubarres, during the vi- 

ſit to Compiegne, gave riſe to new re- 
ports and intrigues, as well as to a mul- 
tiplicity 
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tiplicity of anecdotes. This event was 
the marriage of Viſcount Adolphus, ſon 
to Count John, the hopes of his family; 
and in whom the family wiſhed to unite 
the moſt eminent dignities. The firſt pro- 
ject of their ambition was to have him 
married to a natural daughter of the King; 
who went by the name of St. Andre, and 
was educated with many others in the 
Convent of the Preſentation, She was 
marriageable. Lewis XV. was reſolved 
to give her to the Viſcount. He ſent for 
the Sieur Yon, in whom he confided, 
and who had the care of the education 
of the young lady, as well as of her for- 
tune, and communicated his intention. 
The Sieur Yon had the courage to tell 
his Majeſty, that he was indeed the maſ- 
ter; but that he would not confent to 
the match, nor have any hand in it. He 
expreſſed his ſurpriſe, and ſome degree 
of diſſatisfaction; but permitted him to 
explain his motives. May it pleaſe 
your Majeſty, he anſwered, it is not pro- 
per that a young lady in whoſe veins 
your royal blood flows, ſhould make ſuch 


all 
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an alliance. I mean not to diſpute his 


perſonal merits, he may be a very 
worthy man; nor the origin of his family, 
it may be ancient; but this marriage is 
neither ſolid or proper. All the fortune 
of the young man depends upon your 
fayours; all the conſequence he enjoys 


is precarious. Should the diſſatisfaction 


of your Majeſty, or any fatal event, de- 


prive his family of their ſupport, what 


muſt become of your daughter? Would 
you have her expoſed to the mortifications, 
and perſecutions, perhaps, that muſt at- 


tend ſuch a connection? No, your Ma- 


jeſty will not hazard this.” The Sove- 
' reign was out of humour; and diſmiſſing 
him, told him he would reflect upon 
what he had ſaid. A few days after, he 
| ſent for the Sieur Von again; and hav- 
ing expreſſed his concurrence in the juſt- 
neſs of his remonſtrances, declared that he 
would give Miſs St. Andre, to the Mar- 
quis de la Tour-du-pinla Cherce, Thus 
failed the plan of the Dubarrès. They 
turned their eyes upon another young 
lady, whoſe alliance was alſo likely to- 

prove 
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prove very advantageous; and perhaps 


more ſo than the firſt, on account of the 


new proſpects that ſuch a — 
opened. 


Tars young lady was Mis de Tournon, 


of a noble family of Normandy, aged 
feventeen, one of the greateſt beauties of 
France, and related befides to the firſt per- 
ſons of the Court ; but ſhe had no fortune. 
She was then in the Convent of the Af- 


ſumption; and the Prince. de Soubrfe, who 
acknowledged her for his relation, was 


mean enough, as it was ſaid, to be the firſt 
propoſer of the match. Be that as it may, 
the offer was accepted with joy. The 
Prince de Conde, who had married a 
daughter of the Prince de Soubiſe, became 
a party in the negociation. It was neceſ- 


fary to have his concurrence. He made 


more difficulty than his. father-in-law. Be- 


ing an ambitious man, he was reſolved to 
take advantage of an event that the Coun- 
teſs was ſo defirous of, and to make it 
inſtrumental to increaſe his mfluence. He 


= propoſed his terms; which were, That he 


ſhould be admitted into the Privy-council; 
that 
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that his debts, amounting to 1,500,000 
livres, ſhould be diſcharged ; and that the 
King ſhould purchaſe a houſe for him. 


None of the conditions appeared to alarm, 


except his admittance to the council; to 


which his Majeſty would not conſent in a 
formal manner. In ſeems that the mini- 
ſters, who had an intereſt in keeping out 
ſo powerful a member, would not ſuffer 
the King to bind himſelf by ſuch a pro- 


miſe. They ſaid, it was ſufficient if his 
_ Majeſty gave him room to hope for this 
favour after the wedding, without naming 


any particular time. The Prince, who had 


been already amuſed ſeveral times with 
_ falſe promiſes, perſiſted in the demand 
before he would comply; and this diffi- 
culty delayed, for ſome time, an event, 
that ſet the whole court in a fermenta- 
tion both for and againſt it. Some art- 
ful men at length determined his high- 


neſs to conſent, by giving him hopes 


that he ſhould acquire a great degree of 


favour, even ſuppoſing the promiſes that 
might be made, ſhould not be performed. 
They gave him to underſtand, that Miſs 

_—_ 
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de Tournon, by her extroardinary beauty, 
would ſurely captivate the King; that 


the would ſupplant the favourite; and, 


that by gaining an aſcendant over the new 
miſtreſs, which his rank and the being 
allied to her muſt give him, he ſhould 


be able to govern her, and perhaps ac- 


quire the chief adminiſtration of the king- 
dom. But the Counteſs, to whom the 


ſame reflections were ſuggeſted, ſo far 


holed her ardour for the match, that it 


was again thought it would not take place. 
Some intereſted people artfully inſpired 


her with apprehenſions: happily, how- 
ever, ſhe ſubdued them. She fixed her 


_ reſolutions, and faid with great gaiety, 
and good humour, That it Miſs de Tour- 


non became the miſtreſs of the King, 
being once married to Viſcount Adolphus, 
the place at leaſt would not go out of the 


family. It is certain this was the defign 


of Count John; he had been for ſome 


time diffatisfied with his fiſter-in-law. He 
was not pleaſed with her for not having 


ſupported him againſt the miniſters; and 


for having ſuffered him to remove from 


court; 
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cout; and ſince his return, he had ſevere 


quarrels with her. It was reported that 
in a violent fit of ill humour, he had 


given vent to his ſpleen in a ſonnet; in 
which, he related with great freedom and 


ſeverity, the moſt injurious things of the 
Counteſs. It was indeed very low, and 
ſatirical. 

Tu quarrels, however, of knaves are 
ſeldom of long continuance; and thoſe two 


perſons were too neceſſary to each other 
not to be reconciled, or, at leaſt, preſerve 
a political harmony together. 

Tu marriage, on which Count Joks 
founded his expectations, at length took 


place at St. Roch, after many delays and 


interruptions. The married couple break- 


faſted, after the ceremony, with the Comp- 


troller-general, and then ſet out immedi- 
ately for Compeigne. People talked of 


the richneſs of the nuptial preſents ; and, 
no doubt they were very ſuperb, as his 


Majeſty had been at the chief expence. 
People flattered themſelves with the no- 
tion, that this wedding would be preced- 


ed by a reconciliation with the royal fa- 
mily. 
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mily. Endeavours had been uſed for a 


long while to effect it; the King wiſhed 
it; and it was on the point of taking place 
at a friendly ſupper that was concerted, 


where the Princeſſes were to be with Ma- 


dam Dubarre ; but the whole affair fell to 


the ground, and was more diſtant than 


ever. It was an intriguing court lady 
who planned the affair, having been ſe- 


duced by ſumptuous preſents.—The lady 


above hinted to, was the Counteſs of Nar- 


bonne, an attendant of the Princeſs 
Adelaide. Exclufive of the pecuniary fa- 


yours ſhe expected, ſhe was in hopes of 


getting her huſband created a Duke, She, 
therefore, exerted all her intereſt with her 
miſtreſs, who was likewiſe ambitious, and 


wiſhed to appear in the buſy ſcene. The 
attendant infinuated, that ſhe never ſhould 
have the leaſt degree of influence white 


the lived in enmity with the favourite. The 


Princeſs, overcome by her arguments, ca- 


fily perſuaded her fiſters, Madam de Pro- 


vince, and even the Dauphineſs, to follow 
her example. Matters were in a fair way 


of ſucceeding, when the Dauphin, quite 


di- 
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Ciſconcerted the whole plan. He was in- 
flexible : his mode of refuſal even ſhewed 


his ill- humour; for he added, That the 


Dauphineſs ſhould never eat at the fame 
table with a ſtrumpet; and whatever might 


be her inclination, he would never ſuffer 
it. Some people excuſed the Princeſs for 
conſenting, by making her conſider it as 
a mere matter of policy. They pretend- 


ed, that ſhe had bcen adviſed to let the 


refuſal come from her auguſt contort, as 


it would become him much better. 


Tu Dauphin had ſtill a better oppor— 
tunity of ſhewing his ill humour at the in— 


troduction of the Viſcounteſs, who was led 
in by the Counteſs Dubarre. Waen the 


Gentleman-uſher gave notice of the ap- 


proach of the two ladies, the Prince ſtood 
at a window, playing with his fingers on thc 


glaſs. They waited, in vain, for him t 
look at them, and comply with the eti— 


quette and ceremony. He neither ſpoke 


to them, nor quitted the poſture, and ſut- 


fered them to retire as they had entered. 


"Theſe two beauties, however, merited : 


look. The curious crowded to Comproignc, 
in order to {ce the new-marricd lady, aid 
FP rake 
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make a compariſon between her and her 
rival. The latter had her admirers; who, 
while they allowed the Viſcounteſs to have 


more freſhneſs and true beauty, did not 


think her miſtreſs of thoſe enchanting 
graces and charms of the aunt. She made 
a powerful impreſſion on the ſenſes of the 


monarch. His Majeſty ſhewed it the ve- 


ry firſt day by certain ſecret familiarities, 
which occaſioned a report of his having 
ſlept with her. The report was, perhaps, 
founded on a fingular circumſtance. The 
family of the bride adviſed her, out of pru- 


dence, not to bed with her huſband un- 


til he had performed quarantine, and 
purged away every impurity that he might 
have contracted in the promiſcuous con- 
nection with a variety of pretty girls; as he 
was known to be fond of the ſex, and, 
like his father, one of the greateſt wenchers 
in the kingdom. 0 
_ Taz favourite, from a conſciouſneſs 
that the eyes of all Europe were upon her, 
and that every one was eager to know her 
hiſtory, was very attentive leſt the ava- 
rice of French, or foreign bookſellers, 
might 
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might be tempted to publiſh any thing of 
that kind. The miniſter of the foreign 
department had orders to be watchtu! 
abroad, and the guardian of domeſtic at- 


fairs to be careful, in that reſpect, at home. 


It was aſſerted, that, in the month of 
May, a printer of Straſburgh had been 
taken up tor publiſhing an infamous book, 
which ſerved as a ſupplement to the Por/er 


of the Caribuſians; in which the author, 


with the moſt criminal freedom, entered 
into the particulars of the King's amours ; 
and even repreſented imaginary ſcenes, ve- 
ry looſe; with deſcriptions, illuſtrated by 


copper-plates, that conveyed a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance. It was then faid, that happily 


a ſtop had been put to the publication of 
io ſcandalous a libel ; and that even the 
plates and manuſcript were ſeized ; ſo that 
no perſon of credit could declare that he 
had teen this execrable performance. 'This 
is what was generally reported. The my 


ſterious proceedings of the police are tran- 


ſacted with ſuch ſecreſy, that the real truth 
never tranſpires. | 
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Mx of talents had, about the ſame 
time, a proof that the Counteſs was rea- 
dy to favour thoſe who contributed ro her 
pleaſures. She ſhewed her liberality in 
regard to the Sieur Chafſe, This man was 
of a good family of Brittanny, who, through 
diſſipation, neceffity, or an extravagant 
paſſion for the ſtage, had become a finger, 
or player, at the Opera-houſe. His fine 
perſon, his noble and graceful action, and 
the power of his voice, which was a te- 
nor, had made him one of the heads of 
thoſe entertainments. After having long 
flouriſhed there, he retired ; and had not- 
appeared on the ſtage for ſeveral years. 
| He was now about the age of 76. Ma- 
dam Dubarre had heard him much ex- 
tolled, but had never ſeen him. She had 
the curioſity to ſend for him, in order to 
hear him fing. He refuſed complying 
with the requeſt, notwithſtanding the in- 
treaties of thoſe who apphed; and declared, 
that he would not do it but for the King; 
and that from the obedience due to his 
maſter, as well as gratitude for the fa- 
vours and penſion with which he had been 
honoured: 
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honoured. It was neceflary, therefore, to 
order him to attend in the name of his 
Majeſty, when he was to have a private 
ſupper with the miſtreſs. She was ſo much 


delighted, that the Prince obſerved it, and 
told Chaſſé that he engaged him for the 


entertainments that were to be made at thc 
marriage of the Count d' Artois; that the 


opera of Roland, in which he excelled, 


was to be performed, and he defired him to 
take the part. The next morning the fin- 
ger received a gold box worth fifty gui 
neas ; and, not to hurt his delicacy, Ma- 


dam Dubarrè defired he might be told it 
was a preſent from the King. However 


_ vell pleaſed Chaſte might be by this diſ- 

tinction, he found means to elude play- 

mg ; and Roland was not repreſented. 
LETTERS were received from Toulouſe, 


which gave the Counteſs great uneaſineſs 
about her huſband.. The Count, who was 
a very inſignificant fellow, as we have al- 


ready deſcribed him, and who reſided in 


that city, on account of the ſhameful life 


he had led in Paris, whence he had there- 
fore been removed, took it into his head 
© 3 - to 
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to fake an active part in the various com- 


motions that were raiſed in Languedoc, on 
account of the dearneſs of bread. One 


day, when the fermentation in that capital 


was very great, he harangued the peo» 


pile; and had the aſſurance to make pro- 


nüſes, and capitulate with the inſurgents. 
{he Parliament was offended at this. Some 
ot the members were for outlawing him: but 
l-nity prevailed. He was not, ingeneral, more 
re ſhected there than in other places; nor be- 


haved with more decency. He openly kept 
_ a girl; which is confidered as a thing more 


icandalous in the provinces than at Paris. 
A mort important anecdote, in which 
2 greater number was concerned, was like- 
viſe talked of; and diſſipated the hopes of 
thoſe who ſtill reckoned on the reſtoration 
of the magiſtracy. Attempts had been 


made te intereſt the favourite, between 


v. hom and the Chancellor the breach was 
groun wider: thoſe endeavours were again 


renewed, The Duke of Orleans had given 


orders to the Sieur de Boynes to draw 


up a memorial on the ſubject. They both 


privately waited on her afterwards, and 
pro- 
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propoſed to her to uſe her intereſt with 
the King for a plan that would ſatisfy all 
parties. The lady, tapping on the promi- 
nent punch of his Highneſs, in uſual 


ſtyle of familiarity, ſaid, * My good ther 
6 fai-ſides, I do not meddle in ſtate affairs.“ 


The firſt Prince of the blocd perſiſted, and 
became a ſuppliant in the moſt humble 
manner. The miniſter ſeconded his in- 
treaties, by repreſenting to her, that the 
affair they were propoſing was worthy of 
her. At length ſhe conſented to hear the 
memorial. The Sieur de Boynes had bc- 
gun to read; but the Counteſs, perceiving 
that the Parliament had been introduced, 
proteſted once more, That ſhe did not 


concern herſelf with ſtate affairs. The 


King coming in at the moment, the Prince 
haſtily ſnatched the paper out of the hands 
of the Secretary of State, in order to put 
it into his pocket; but his Majeſty, ob- 
ſerving his miſtreſs to change colour, de- 
fired to know the reaſon : ſo that ſhe was 
under the neceſfity of informing him of 
what had paſſed. Upon which the Sove- 
reign infiſted upon ſeeing the memorial ; 
1 but 
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but as ſoon as he diſcovered what were tho 


contents of it, he returned it to the Duke; 
Hying, at the ſame time, If you deſire 


that we ſhould be friends, Coufin, you 
* will have no concern in this affair;” and 


then turning to Monſieur de Boynes, faid, 


I am ſurprized to find you here; this is 
not a place for you: retire, As for you, 
* my dear,” addreſſing himſelf to Madam 
Dubarrs, “ I thank you for the reluctance 
you have ſhewn; and I am convinced 
vou have no concern in the plot.“ 
Smogrrx after, however, it was ſaid, 
' that the Prince had made another attempt 
with the favourite, in hopes of better ſuc- 
ceſs, and endeavoured to prevail on her 
to ſpeak to her auguſt lover in favour of 
the Parhament, and to preſent him with a 
memorial, containing a plan for a recon- 
ciliation; but that the lady did not conſent 
to an interview until ſhe had previouſly 
conſulted the King; who, during the con- 
| ference, was concealed in a place, whence 
he could hear all that paſſed ; that his 
Majeſty had made his appearance after- 
wards; and, after expreſing the moſt 


vio- 
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violent reſentment againſt the Duke of Or- 


icans, had even menaced him with a total 
loſs of his favour, if he perſiſted in urging 


ſach matters. Upon which the Prince, 


being piqued, had made anſwer, That ſuch 
a loſs would, no doubt, be a ſevere afflic- 
tion and misfortune; but that he would 
bear it with fortitude, in defence of the 
public good, which he could not deſert. 


The favourite, however, had the good for- 
tune to reconcile the Prince and the 


Sovereign immediately, 
W muſt return to the marriage of the 


Viſcount, which procured the father a freſh 


ſupply of money. It is well known, that 
che quarrel with the Counteis had been ow- 


ing to her refuſal of twenty thouſand gui- 


neas, waich he wanted to diſcharge his 
gaming debts. It was found neceflary to 


gratify him with that ſum, as a preſent on 


the marriage of his fon. One could hardly 
give credit to ſuch extravagant prodiga- 


ity, if it had not been atteſted by ocular 
teſtimony. All thoſe who have played 


with this Dubarre, acknowledge, tliat he 
acts like a prince at play. His behaviour 


Tx with 
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with regard to the Sieur Veſtris, which was 
much talked of about this time, was, in 
fact, moſt noble and generous. Count 
John having admitted the dancer to play 
with him, loſt 15,00 gumeas to him. 
The winner would have gladly retired with 
ſo much good fortune ; but had not reſo- 
lution, as he apprehended ſome reproaches 
from the Count, who did him honour in 
aflociating with him on the occaſion. He 
continued therefore, and loſt back 500 gui- 
nens by his falſe delicacy. The generous. 
Count, perceiving the dancer afflicted at 
his reverſe of fortune, ſaid. to him, Mon- 
_* fteurVeſtris, we have played enough for 
6: the preſent; I owe you a thouſand gui- 
** neas, and will ſend them to you to- 
% morrow morning.“ 

Soon after the marriage of the Viſ- 
count, another wedding was ſet on foot, 
in the ſame family. This was the Che- 
valier Dubarrè, to whom was propoſed a 
young lady of a very ancient and noble 
tamily. The lady's name was de Fumel. 
The Count John had the honour of con 
verſing a whole hour with the King on 

this 
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this occafion; this is what he had nor 
enjoyed for a long time. The ſubject 
was upon ſome advantageous ſettlements 
for the family of the huſband. The young 
lady was an heireſs and only child; the 
| huſband was to take the name and arms 
of her family. Her father was to give 
up a landed eſtate of 60,000 livres a year, 
and the King to beſtow 500,000 livres, 
to pay off all incumbrances on the eſtate. 
The intended ſon-in-law was to have, be 
| tides, the reverſion of the government of 
the palace, Trompette, v. hich the father 
held. The young lady objected to the 
match. Her lover, who is the youngeſt 
of the Dubarrcs, has not a prepofleſſing 
figure; he is ſhort and fat; he was then 
about the age of thirty-ſix; he had the 
honour of being at the military ſchool, 
and was a knight of the order; his be- 
haviour was approved and eſteemed. Ec 
was colonel of the Queen's regiment, and 
had been recently appointed Captain of 
the Swifts Guards of the Count d'Artois; 
his wife was to be a companion to the 
counteſs. All this could not flatter the 

P 6 young 
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young lady, though ſhe was not hand- 
ſome; ſhe had too much ſenſe not to be 
apprehenſive of ſuch an alliance. The 


Sovereign was obliged to interfere, and 


that prevailed; but the family of the Fu- 


mels made obſtacles to the ingrafting 
2 Dubarre on their name. He is now 
called Marquis Dubarrè. 


TaxsE Dubarré's ſo much engroſſed 


the public attention, that ſcarce any ching 
elſe was talked of; even Count William, 
the huſband of the counteſs, made him- 


ſelf the ſubject of fame. We have ob- 


ſerved how he took upon himſelf to ac-t 
aà part at Toulouſe; he had a ſecond ad- 
venture not long after. He returned to 


Paris haſtily ; the reaſon he gave for this 


ſudden journey was doubred; and many 


people looked upon his ftory as an in- 
vention of his own, to apologiſe for his 
return to the capital. He ſaid, that he 


received a threatning letter, defiring him 
to depoſit a certain ſum of money, in a 


particular place; that if he did not com- 
ply he ſhould ſuffer for it, and having 

diſregarded thoſe menaces, he had received 
a let- 
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a letter ſtill more urgent with menaces 
more explicit, that greatly alarmed him. 
His view probably was in imitation of 
his brother, to appropriate to himſelf a 
ſhare in the public ſpoils. 

Bor the abje& ſiattery of Monſieur 
Voltaire was enough to turn their brain. 
He was mean enough to bend the knee 
before the idol, and write a letter to the 
counteſs. Though it has been public 
enough, it will be neceſſary to give the 
contents of it here, for the better illuſ- 
tration of ſome matters. 


Mr. VoLTAIRE to the Counteſs DUBARRE. 


cc Moxsizen de la Borde tells me, that 
c you have ordered him to give me a 
* kiſs on each cheek from you. 

«© War, two kiſſes at the laſt ſtage 
of my life! What a gracious paſſport 
you vouchſafe to honour me with! 
„Two kifles! 'tis too much, adorable 
„ Egeria, I ſhould fink under the pleaſure 
of the firſt, He has ſhewn me your 
&« picture, and I hope you will not be 

* oftended 
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« offended at the liberty that J have taken 

* to return the two kiſſes to your im- ” 
age. You cannot prevent this homage ; 
| © this ſlender tribute muſt be offered by 
TH © every one who has eyes. Mortals may 
© adore your likeneſs, the 8 08 was 

* formed for the gods. 

© I RAVE heard Mr. de la Borde recite 

& ſeveral parts of Pandora; they appear 

* worthy of your protection. The favour: 

* you ſhew to talents is the only thing 
e that can add to your ſplendor and fame. 

* Vouchſate, Madam, to accept the pro- 
“ found reſpect of an old recluſe; whoſe 

heart is now ſcarce alive to any other 

« feelings but thoſe of gratitude.” 

Fox the better underſtanding of this 

letter, the reader muſt obſerve that the 

Sieur de la Borde, valet de chambre to 

the King, went to Geneva; that he had 

ſet the opera of Pandora, written by Vol- 

taire, to muſic; and that the author, {till 

eager to occupy the theatre, withed to have | 
the piece repreſented under the auſpices | 

of the Countels, 
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WIxx regard to the nymph Egeria, to 
whom he compared Madam Dubarrè, hiſ- 
tory tells us, that the former inſpired Nu- 
ma, the wiſe legiſlator of the Romans; and 
by an extravagant piece of adulation, the 
author would infinuate, that the divinity 
of Verſailles had ſuggeſted to Lewis the 
XV. all the late regulations he had made 
with regard to government, 
Ir any thing could excuſe the philo- 
ſopher of Ferney, it muſt be the general. 
example. The favourite was the ſoul and 
centre of every negotiation and intrigue. 
The Abbe Terrai had artfully procured, 
through her influence, the ſuperintendance 
of the public buildings. His defign was: 
to have in this place a proper exchange 
to give to any of the Dubarres, in caſe 
ſhe could procure him the feals, which 
he was very deſirous of poſſeſſing; and 
which he fureſaw muſt be taken from 
the chancellor ſooner or later. A more 
powerful and confiderable party arofe, and 
began to form a much ſuperior plan of 
government. This was a triumvirate 
compoſed of the Prince of Conde, the 
Count 
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Couat de la Marche, and Prince Soubiſe. 
They were to ſhare conjointly the con- 
fidenee of his Majeſty; who was growing 
old, and muſt, of courſe, ſoon give it up 
to them intirely. The firſt wanted to be 
commander in chief of the armies; the 
ſecond, ſuperintendant of the finances; 
and the third, preſident of the council. 
They were to give up the care of the 
King's houſhould, of the buildings, and 
all the internal departments, to the Du- 
barre's, The monarch unhappily did not 
live long enough for them to realiſe their 
chimerical plan; - ner could the Viſcount 
even obtain the place of maſter of the 
horſe; owing to the obſtinacy of the Dau- 
phin, who threatened him with all his 
reſentment if he attempted to perform 
the functions of that office. The favourite 
gave up the point with a good grace; and 
her auguſt lover was fo pleaſed with the 
ſacrifice ſhe had made, that in return he 
conferred that dignity on no perſon, 
Auoc all the intriguing courtiers, 
the Duke d'Aiguillon managed matters 

the 
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the beſt for himſelf. He carried on his 
defigns fo artfully, in conjunction with 
the Counteſs, againſt the Marquis of Mon- 
teynard, whom he endeavoured to deprive 
of the War-oftice, that he at length ſuc- 
ceeded, and ſupplanted that miniſter, not- 
withſtanding the protection and favour ; 
of the ſovereign, who had ſtienuouſly ſup- \ 
ported him; but who greatly encouraged 
the enemies of the Marquis by an ex- 
preſſion that could be ſcarce credited by 
thoſe who do not know his Majeſty : 
“He muſt fall,” ſaid he; 11 he has no 
« friend or protector but me.” 
Tux both wiſhed to remove the Chan- 
cellor; and the Duke d'Aiguillon was 
the more deſirous of it, as there was an 
open war between him and the Chief 
Juſtice. The courtiers called their oppo- 
ſition a mortal enmity. But his firſt mea- 
ſures were wrong. He was no leſs eager 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of the Parliament; 
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| as the Princes had promiſed, that every 
A imputation and ſtain on his character 
| ſhould be wiped off. The favourite, whoſe 
| intimacy with the Duke augmented daily, 


neceffarily 
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neceſſarily adopted all his notions. They 
imagined, that by ſhewing the King the 
inconveniences that reſulted from the pro- 

ceedings of Monfieur de Maupeou, they 
ſhould effe& his overthrow. But they 
were miſtaken; the King, who was fati(- 


fied with the conſequences of his pro- 


ceedings, who found himſelf eaſed of the 


whole burthen of government, now that 


he had none of the gentlemen of the long 


robe about him, was too much afraid of 


the return of the magiſtrates, not to wiſh, 
on the contrary, to preſerve the man who 
had freed him from them. They per- 
ceived their miſtake when it was too late. 
The miniſter was ſenfible that it was 
neceſſary to inſinuate to the Sovereign, 
that the general averſion of the princes, 
nobles, and public againſt the Chancellor, 
prevented his work from being fixed on 
a ſolid foundation; that it was the per- 
ſon rather than the meaſures of the man 
that was deteſted; and in concert with 
the fayourite and the other miniſters, he 


began to purſuc this new method, which 


would have ſucceeded, but for the death 
| | of 
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of Lewis XV. The Chancellor no leſs 
politic, perceiving that there was nothing 
to hope from the miſtreſs, was obliged 


to have recourſe to the royal family. He 


found it neceſſary, as it were, in ſpite of 


himſelf, to act an honourable part, as the 


beſt means to recommend himſelf. He 
affected religion with Madam Louiſa, and 


railed at the corruption of the miniſters, 
crouching ſo baſely under a woman of 
infamous morals, who ſpent her whole 


time in the company of players, ſingers, 
dancers, and perſons of ſcandalous occu- 
pations; who had recently acted with ſo 


little decency, as to make fale of play 
tickets to the nobility, whom ſhe in a 


manner obliged to purchaſe, for a piece 


that ſhe had ordered to be repreſented 


for the benefit of Miſs Rancour, a crea- 


ture of hers; and intereſted herſelf as 
_ warmly in this matter, as if it had been 


an important affair of ſtate, By theſe 
inſinuations, he fo effectually irritated the 
minds of the royal family, that their in- 
dignation was doubly encreaſed againſt 
the favourite, and all about her; and 


this. 
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this ſo deeply afflicted the Sovereign, that 


he ſorrowfully exclaimed, * I ſee plainly 


te that my children do not love me.“ 
To ſhew his diſſatisfaction at their be- 


haviour, at his return from Compiegne, 
he ſuffered them all to go to Verſailles, 


while he remained at Muette; where he 
ordered a ſplendid ſupper. There were 
thirty-five covers; among the company 


were fix ladies: Madam Dubarre, and the 


new bride ſhone moſt. The public were 


permitted to a fight of the latter, whom 
they had not before ſeen. Compariſons 
were made between the niece and the 
aunt, and former obſervations on the ſame 


ſubject were confirmed; the Viſcounteſs 
was allowed to be a more regular beauty, 
but that nothing could equal the volup- 


tuous ſenſations which the former inſpired. 


She did all in her power to divert the 
monarch, who was continually abſorbed 


in reflexions. He felt the impropriety ot 


being thus divided from his family; but 
he was in a manner forced to it, by the 


ill humour he met with on every ſide. 
With regard to the favourite, her eaſe 


and 
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and familiarity conciliated every perſon; 


and indeed her engaging manners were 
almoſt irreſiſtible; ſhe had a pleaſing ex- 
travagancy in her humour that was pe- 
culiar, 

W have taken notice of her little ne- 
gro Zamora, We have obſerved that hc 
was a great favourite with her; ſhe fre- 
quently amuſed herſelf with him, and 
all the nobles who came to court her 
favour, were obliged to careſs him. He 
ſerved as an amuſement likewiſe to the 


King ſometimes. One day the favourite 


finding him in one of thoſe fits of pleaſ- 
ing intoxication, when he had laid aſide 


the majeſty of the throne, and was play 


ing with the little negro, ſhe ſaid thar 
in conſideration of the pleaſure the child 
had afforded him, he ſhould confer ſome 
favour on him. Well then,” replied the 
Prince, laughing, © I appoint him gover- 
nor of the Caſtle and Lodge of Lucicnne, 
with a falary of 600 livres per annum.” 
This was executed on the ſpot in all the 
forms. His Majeſty had the patent made 
out; but what diverted the favovrite moſt, 


Was 
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was the neceſſity the chancellor was under 
of affixing the ſeal to it. 

Ir the King was obliged to give way to 
all the extravagant whims of his miſtreſs, 
how was it poſſible for the miniſters to op- 
poſe them? It was thus that the Sieur de 
Boynes was forced to give into one of 
them. The Sieur Dabbadie, commiſſary 
of the marine, who had never ſerved in 
the fleet, being ſeized with the deſire of 
advancing himſelf, went to Paris with a 
parrot, which he preſented to the favou- 
rite, The bird was fo pleafing, that ſhe 
aſked the donor what might be done for 
him. After ſome affected modeſty and 
diffidence, he concluded with expreſſing 
how happy he ſhould be to have the ſame 
honour conferred on him as two of his 
colleagues, who had lately obtained the 
| Croſs of St. Lewis. © Be it fo then,” ſaid 
the Counteſs, © you ſhall be a Knight of 
St. Lewis; I will ſpeak to Boynes.” She 
immediately ſent to that miniſter, to beſtow 
that favour on the giver of parrots. 

Ir Madam Dubarre thus made ſo light 
of the moſt reſpectable favours of the 

King, 
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King, which were deſigned as a reward for 


ſervices done to the nation, or blood ſpilt 
in its defence, we are not to be ſurprized 


that ſhe ſhewed the ſame caprice or levity in 
regard to the arts. She went to the exhi- 


bition this year, 1773, attended by the 
Abbe Terrai, the new ſurveyor-general of 
the works, arts, manufactures, &c. and by 


a great number of celebrated artiſts. They 


had the mortification to ſee her ſeverely 
abuſe their different productions, and ſhew 
the moſt diſdainful taſte. It is, how- 


ever, certain, that in criticiſm ſhe diſplay- 


ed lights that were ſufficient to ſhew that 
ſhe did not ſpeak from ker own ſentiments, 


but from the ſuggeſtions of envy. She 
left the place much diffatisfied, and re- 


paired to the King at Choiſi. She com- 
municated to his Majeſty her indignation 
againſt the bad pieces ſhe had ſeen. The 


Sovereign endeavoured in vain to mode- 


rate her reſentment, by obſerving, That ſhe 
ſhould not be ſo ſevere upon men of ge- 
nius, leaſt ſhe ſhould diſcourage then. 
Without paying any regard to his Maje- 
ſty's remonſtrances, ſhe continued to vent 

her 
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her ill-humour. She ſpared nothing but 
her own portrait and buſt. The latter, in- 
deed, merited the greateſt praiſe; as to 
the other, it was execrable. A letter on 
the exhibition ſpeaks of it in the follow- 
ing terms: The Sieur Drouais has ſcrawl- 
* ed another portrait of the Counteſs Du- 
„ barre, which he has given in the charac- 
« ter of a Flora, that appeared quite wi- 
„ thered; he has given her a look that is 
* more calculated to raiſe compaſhon than 
— 

& Ix this alone Monficur Pajou rivals 
« the Steur Drouais, and far excels him in 
the opinion of many connoifleurs. No- 
thing can equal the beauty of the buſt ; 
for truth, grace, and expreſſion, it is 
4 matchleſs. It ſtrikes the leaſt diſcern- 
ing eye with an air of voluptuouſneſs 
that appears in every line of the face. 
« The air and attitude ſecond the deſigns 
of the ſtatuary : every perſon, at the 
< ſight of this celeſtial figure, allows her, 
„ though without knowing her, the rank 
ce ſhe occupies, and is ready to cry out 
„ with Monficur Voltaire, The original was 
& made 
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made for the gods.” After what has 


been related, the reader will not be ſur- 
prized that the favourite had prevailed on 


the academy for architecture to admit the 


Sieur le Doux, her architect, a young 
man who is known by many works, in 
which there is taſte, invention, and ſome- 


thing ſublime; but which, in general, are 


deficient as to deſign and judgment. He 


was elected to the prejudice of many ol- 
der architects, on a letter from the Comp- 


troller- general, informing the ſociety, that 


Madam Dubarre and himſelf defired that 
the vacancy made by the death of the 


Sieur Carpentier might be filled up by the 
Sieur Doux. 

Was there any doubt 8 of the 
general degradation produced by this for- 


tunate courteſan, the following anecdote 
would entirely remove it. We give the 


matter in the words of the manuſcript 
from whence we have borrowed it. 

Tux 12th of October, 1773, © It is 
reported, that the Duke of Gontaut, at 
* his return lately from Chanteloup, where 
8 he had been to viſit his brother. in- law, 
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« the Duke of Choiſeuil, did not neglect, 
*© the moment he arrived, to pay his per- 


* ſonal reſpects to the Counteſs Dubarrè. 
The lady enquired after the exile, affirm- 


ing, with her uſual complacency, that 
6 ſhe never was his enemy, whatſoever 
© he might ſuppoſe to the contrary ; and 
ce that ſhe was even inclined to be his friend, 
if he defired it. Monſieur de Gontaut hav- 
* ing ſatisfied her firſt enquiries, the Coun- 
*« teſs aſked another queſtion. *© What,” 
ce added ſhe, “ does he think of the Coun- 


** 


« cil of War of the Invalids?“ The Duke 
* excuſed himſelf from repeating what 


LA) 


% Monſieur de Choiſeuil had ſaid . Why 
«fo?” anſwered the Counteſs, © nothing 
« 15 kept a ſecret from me.”—— I am 
& ſorry I cannot poſſibly indulge your eu- 
„ riofity, Madam.” ——* What, has he 
given it you under the ſeal of confeſ- 
4e fion ?”—*© By no means, he replied.— 


« If ſo; I infiſt upon knowing what it is.“ 


« — That is impoſhble; I cannot be 
e ſo far wanting in reſpect to you.” —* Is 


that all the objection ? Make yourſelt 


quite eaſy, and tell me what it is. Do 
cc you 
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«« you then command me, Madam?” 7 


* do,” ſaid ſne.— Well then,” he ſaid, ** a 
« fig for it.” At this the Counteſs was 
forced to hold her fides with laughing: 
FThe King came in, and found her in this 
merry mood. “ Ah! if your Majeſty 
did but know how Choiſeuil exprefle; 
« himſelf with reſpect to the council of wir 

* of the Invalids! He is ſtill the ſame.” 


© meaning of all this. —Without giving 
* him time to enquire, however, ſhe told 
him what he had ſaid.—“ And what arc 
your own thoughts of the Council, Ma- 
dam,“ replied the Monarch? —* Mine arc 
*© the ſame,” ſaid the Counteſs, —** We are 
5e three of us then of one opinion,“ cried the 
* King. This anecdote was related by 
+ Monfieur de Gontaut, and afforded great 
entertainment to the courtiers. We ſce 
*© with what mirth and levity the moſt ſe- 
* rious affairs in France are treated, and 
what muſt be the ſpirit of the preſent 


he King was eager to know the 


government, fince no branch of it can 


** route the Prince, or open his eyes to 
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„the laws and forms that have been ſo 
*© wiſely eſtabliſhed.” 
Ix order to comprehend thoſe wats. 


and the whole anecdote, we muſt confider, 
that the Council of War in queſtion was 


that which condemned Meſſieurs de Belle- 


garde and de Monthieu againſt all the rules 
of judicial proceſs; an affair in which en- 


deavours were uſed to involve the Duke of 
Choiſeuil, as having given the orders of 
which the accuſed availed themſelves. 

Taz excurſion to Fontainbleau, the laſt 
which the Counteſs made, was not with- 
out alarms for her. She had then affected 


to ſhew but little apprehenfion of the 
charms of the young Viſcounteſs. We have 


taken notice how ſhe laughed at the fears 
with which ſome perſons had endeavoured 
to inſpire her on that account: ſhe was 


not, however, ſo eaſy during this viſit. — 
Ihe aſſiduous attention of the Sovereign to 


her niece, diſturbed her much. She could 
not bear to hear a ſong that was made on 
the young bride, becauſe it too well de- 
ſcribed her powerful charms.— 


Tu E 
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Taz jealouſy, however, of the Coun- 
teſs was ill grounded in regard to the heart 
of the King. He was ſtill attached to her, 
and continually gave her proofs of his 


love: he loaded her whole family with fa- 
vours, and this example was eagerly fol- 


lowed by the miniſters.—Even the Secre- 
tary of War, who was no ſtranger to the 
defigns of the Duke d'Aiguillon to ſup- 
plant him, by the aſſiſtance of the Coun- 
teſs, endeavoured to engage her by obli- 
gations and favours unſolicited, that were 
in his power, Twas very probably with 
this view that he ordered the Queen's re- 


giment of dragoons into quarters near Fon- 


tainbleau, that the Marquis Dubarre, who 
was the colonel, might have an opportu- 


nity of attending the intended Counteſs of 
_ Artois, and performing the military ho- 


nours for that Princeſs. 

Tux nuptials of the Count d'Artois af- 
forded an opportunity to the royal miſ- 
treſs of making a ſplendid figure at the 

entertainments that were made on the oc- 
caſion. The Princeſs was received by his 
Majeſty at Choiſi on the 4th of November. 
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There was a ſupper, confiſting of fifty- four 
covers, at which were preſent the whole 
family, the princes and princeſſes of the 
blood, and ſeveral ladies of rank. The 
Sovereign had, on his right hand, the 
Dauphin, and all the princes ; on his left, 
the Dauphineſs, and the reſt of the prin- 
ceſſes. It was obſerved, that he had placed 
the Counteſs oppoſite to himſelf, as accord- 
ing to the etiquette, ſhe could not be on 
cicher fide of him that day. The maſked 
ball had like to have proved fatal to the 
Counteſs. The crowd was fo great, that 
whether it was owing to the imprudence of 
the lady, to ſome ſtratagem of pick-poc- 
kets, in order to come at her jewels, or the 
wicked contrivance of her enemies, the 
=l was in a dreadtul fituation, and was near 
I being ſtifled, when a tall, well-built, pow- 
erful man in a maſk, approached her, 
took her under his arm, encouraged her, 
1 protected her from the crowd, and carried 
| ber unhurt to a place of ſafety, that is, to 
the arms of her auguſt lover. The pro- 
rector being aſked who he was, made an- 
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ſwer, A nobody; who looked for no reward 
. 1 . 
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| for what he had done. He reſiſted a "lei | 


while the prefling intreaties of the favou- 
rite to know her benefactor; until, at 
length, overcome by the defires of the 
lady, who wiſhed to ſee his face at leaſt, 
he unmaſked, and his countenance ſerved 
only to excite a greater degree of gratitude 


in his favour : he was a young man of the 
moſt noble and prepoſſeſſing phyſiognomy.. 


It was at laſt known that he was an attor- 


ney's clerk, his name Quinquet, and no 


more than nineteen years of age. The fa- 
vourite Was abſolutely determined to make 
his fortune. She appointed him to be at 
Verſailles a few days after, and began with 


procuring him a penſion on the royal trea- 


ſury, with a promiſe of doing more for 
him. No doubt the young clerk would 
have made a brilliant fortune, if the fa- 
vour of his protectreſs had continued. But 
we muſt not anticipate the fatal event that 
terminated her power. 

BEFORE her downfal, ſhe had the tri- 
umph of removing the Marquis of Mon- 
teynard, notwithſtanding the high place 


he held in the eſteem of the Sovereign. 


A! Beſides 
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Beſides the intereſt ſhe had in his fall, in 
order to raiſe her friend the Duke d' Ai- 
guillon to the direction of the War- office, 
ſhe had a particular grudge to him on ac- 
count of a great prince, in whoſe favour 
ſhe greatly intereſted herſelf with the King, 
This was the Prince of Condé; 'twas he 
who had procured the place of Secretary 
at War for the Marquis de Monteynard, 
who afterwards became the moſt cruel ene- 
my of his benefactor.— The occaſion was 
as los: 5 
iits Flizhneſs had propoſed him only 
weird hopes of finding in him a favourable 
ind pliant miniſter, who would ſecond him 
in the deſign he had of getting the place of 
Naſter of the Ordnance revived in his fa- 
_ your. The new ſecretary, in the tranſ- 
ports at his promotion, had promiſed 
every thing that his benefactor deſired. 
But the diſgrace of the Princes, which hap- 
pened ſoon after, left him at liberty not 
to perform the promiſes made to his 
Highneſs. Since his return to Court, 
however, the Prince de Conde having re- 
newed his project, in which he was aſſiſted 
| x | | 1 
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by the Counteſs Dubarre, Monfieur de 


Monteynard was working under-hand to 


prevent the loſs of the moſt lucrative part 
of his department. He repreſented to the 


King, that a place of 400,000 livres a 


year would be too great a burthen to the 
ſtate, at a time when funds for war were 
rather leſſened than increaſed. He urged, 
moreover, the neceſſity of keeping the 
revenues of the Ordnance-office, in order 
to counterbalance the depredations that 
were made; a ſample of which might be 

feen in the trial of Monſieur de Bellegarde. 


The Miniſter, in the mean time, is not 


blamed for having ſpoken from the fince- 
rity of his heart, and agrceable to the 


obligations of his oath ; but he merited 


great cenſure for his duplicity, for his con- 
deſcenſion and pliancy to the Prince of 


Conde, his protector, while he acted quite 


differently before his Majeſty. The fa- 
vourite continually tormented the King 
with this affair. He gave her his word, 
that the Prince ſhould have the place 
the firſt thing he did. Twas this anxiety 
that prevented the Sovereign from doing 
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any bufineſs with the Marquis of Montey- 
nard. His irreſolution laſted three months, 
and terminated in the removal of the moſt 
upright man in the miniſtry, in order to 
make way for the Duke d'Aiguillon. The 
latter had not a greater inclination than his 
predeceſſor to part with the ordnance; but 
he took more artful means to preſerve it. 
He perſuaded the younger branches of the 
royal family to ſolicit the place, and ſo 
threw the Monarch into new perplexity. 
The King extricated himſelf in his uſual | 
way, and gave the office to no body. The 
Prince of Conde and the favourite were 
thus played with, without having apparent 
grounds to reproach the Duke. 

His Majeſty adopted a new method in 
regard to the blue ribbands, which he 
uſually diſtributed at Candlemas. He had 
given his word to his Catholic Majeſty, 
that the Count d' Aranda, the Spaniſh Mi- 
niſter at the Court of France, ſhould be 
honoured with the order; but Madam Du- 
barrè oppoſed it, becauſe that ambaſſador 
perſiſted, as his predeceſſor had done, in 
refoling to do buſineſs at her apartments 
with 
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with the King, as all the reſt of the fo- 
reign miniſters had always attended there, 
whenever requeſted by his Majeſly ; be- 
fides, he would not even condeſcend to 
pay any court to her. The King, not 
knowing how to act, made no new knights, 


though there were twelve blue ribband-_ 


vacant. 


Walz the favourite put down « ne mi- 


niſter, ſet up another, prevented a ſtrange: 


of the moſt exalted condition from gbtain- 
ing a trifling honour that had been promit- | 


ed to him; ſhe obliged a poet to recant whar. 
he had written,. prevented the repreſenta- 
tion of a comedy, and violated the law ot 
nations in London, on account of a libel, 
the publication of which ſhe dreaded. Mir 
ſhall explain thoſe particular and inter: 
ting events. 
Ix the beginning of the year 1774, there 
appeared a poetic epiſtle to Margot, I; 


was well written; the verſes were eaſy and 


agreeable, and the images natural and 
well choſen. This little piece made : 
great noite ; leſs, however, on account 0. 
its merit, than for the alluſions it ſreme.} 
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to have to the Counteſs Dubarre ; though 


it was equally applicable to a thouſand 


examples we every day have of the riſe 
of courtezans; but the malignity of the 
public was not idle ; and mo a great run 
to the piece. 

Tux ſcandal occaſioned by this epiſtle, 
reſtrained the vanity of the author; and 


though it was ſo much in the ſtyle and 


manner of the Sieur Dorat, that every per- 
ſon aſcribed it to him, he thought proper 


to diſown it, in order to avoid the refent- 


ment of the lady in power, whom her 
enemies would fain have to be the Mar- 


got of the poem. He carried his diſ- 
ſimulation ſo far as to compoſe a ſecond 


copy of verſes, in which he ſeverely at- 
tacked the firſt, though it was far ſuperior 
to the latter; but this was neceſſary to 
avoid the Baſtile. 


Tarr Sieur de Beaumarchais was the 


ſecond the literary geatleman who expe- 


rienced a kind of oppofition from the fa- 
vourite. She had no perſonal reſentment 
againſt him; on the contrary, ſhe had found 


great entertainment in his memoirs; and 


had 
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had a little piece acted relative to his trial; 
it was called, The Beſt is good for Nothing : 


the King was greatly diverted with it; in 
this, the members of the new parliament 


were ſeverely ridiculed; but the Duke 


d' Aiguillon, who ſupported ſome of the 
heads of that tribunal, becauſe he wanted 
their aſſiſtance againſt the chancellor, 
checked the mirth of the lady, ſhewed 
her the danger of ſuch a conduct, and 
made her ſenſible of the neceſſity of put- 


ting a ſtop to a piece of the ſame author, 


that was on the point of being acted on 
the French theatre. This was a farce 


which had for title, The Barber of Seville, 
in which it was known that the Sicur 
de Beaumarchais, had inſerted numberleſs 


ſarcaſms relative to the law preceedings 
againſt him; and which would expoſe his 


judges to general ridicule. The Duke 
managed the matrer very artfully ; as the 
Dauphineſs patronized the piece, ard 
would have it performed ; he piqued inc 
pride of the Counteſs, who was cn:ulous 


to triumph over the Princeſs in ſuch a con- 


teſt : 
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teſt: ſhe ſucceeded; the piece was not per- 
formed. „„ 

Tax third literary anecdote we have to 
relate, happened about the ſame period, 


and refers to a libel, about which the 


minitter of the foreign department was 
alarmed. He was apprehenfive of being 
attacked equally with the favourite in the 
work, and conceived the defign of having 
the writer taken up. The author was a 
Frenchman, who had fled to England: 
He was known there by the name of the 
Chevalier de la Morande, and as the 


author of The Gazettier Cuiraſſe, This 
man encouraged by the ſale of his firſt 


libel, and having collected materials for 
a ſupplement to the work, conceived a 
more ready ſcheme of making money, 
which would be attended with leſs danger 
and trouble. He had ſent letters to ſome 
opulent individuals in France, informing 
them that he had ſeveral ſcandalous anec- 
dotes relative to them; but he thought 


it his duty to give them previous notice, 


and to know whether they might not be 
diſpleaſed to ſce them publiſhed; that for 
a cer- 
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I 


2 certain ſum, he would fave them from 


ſuch a mortification. Many complied with 
his demands; and, among others, the 


Marquis de Marigny. Stimulated by this 


ſucceſs, the Sieur de la Morande had the 


boldneſs to write to the Counteſs Dubarre 
for a ſimilar ranſom. The favourne was 


alarmed, and complained to rhe Duke 


d'Aiguillon. The latter ſpoke to the Eng- 
liſh Ambaſſador, and begged of him to 
write to his Court about the matter. His 


— replied, That he would 


not oppoſe the ſeizing of the miſcreant in 


his dominions; that they were at liberty to 
drown or ſtrangle the monſter, who was a 
peſt to ſociety, and a ſcourge to mankind, 
provided the affair was managed with ſe— 
creſy, and without any open violence againſt 
the law of nations. The Sieur Belenger 


was accordingly diſpatched. He was one 


of thoſe deſperate officers, who having no- 


thing to loſe, are ready to attempt any 


thing. He was a profeſſed gambler. In 
order to try fortune in another way, he 
undertook this ſecret commiſſion. He was 
accompanied by ſome fervants of the Po- 

lice ; 
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lice; ſuch as, Receveur, Cambert, Finet, 
&c. On their arrival in London, one of 


them imprudently went to ſee Madam de 


Godeville, an abandoned, profligate wo- 
man, who had taken refuge in England. 


This blaſted the whole defign. They were 


deſcribed in the public papers. It was re- 


ported that they had been taken, and 


hanged as ſpies. This unfortunately was 
not the caſe; they were only obliged to 
conceal themſelves, until an opportunity 


offered for making their eſcape. They re- 
turned to France ſo much terrified, that 
Receveur, the meſſenger, was out of his 


mind for ſome time after. More honour- 


able methods were afterwards adopted. It 


was aflerted for fact, that the Sieur Pre- 


deau de Chemilly, treaſurer of the Mare- 


chaufſees, having embarked on a pretence 


of going to buy horſes in England, had 


been ſent by the new Secretary at War, 


under whoſe orders he was, to purchaſe the 


manutcript; and that he had been com- 
miſſioned to offer 40,000 livres for it. 


This negociation did not ſucceed; and we 


'' ſhew that it could not be finally ſet- 
rled, 
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tled, until the Sieur de Beaumarchuis under- 


took the affair. In the mean while, as the 


favourite trembled every moment leſt the 
book ſhould be publiſhed, ſhe made the 
Duke d'Aiguillon give orders to all their 


Ambaſſadors at foreign Courts, to ſtop 


the ſale of it, as far as they poſably could, 
The Count de Noailles, who refided at the 


Hague, was particularly enjoined to make 


application to the States-General ; the re- 
ſult of which was, that their High Migh- 


tineſſes iſſued a very ſevere edict. The 
following advertiſement was circulated a- 


mong all the bookſellers of Amiterdam : 


HBr virtue of the orders given by the 
burgomaſters of this city, the heads of the 


company of bookſellers inform their bre- 
thren, that they muſt carefully avoid pu- 
bliſhing or ſelling the following book: The 


Secret Memoirs of a public Female; or, Eſſays 


on the Adventures of the Counteſs Dub. from 
ter Cradle to the Bed of Honour. 4 vols 8vo. 
printed at London.“ 

Aiſle rdam, 12 March, 1 774. 


Ir was reported about this time, that the 
Count de la Foreſt Divonne, lieutenant- co- 
lone! 
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lonel of the regiment of Conti, and the 
King's lieutenant at Beſangon, had been 
arreſted at Ville-Jeuf, in his way to Paris; 
it was ſaid, that he was accuſed with having 
endeayoured to introduce ſome eſſays of the 
work. This anecdote, which has never 
been ſufficiently cleared up, appcars falſe ; 
as the book was not made public. The 
endeavours, however, of the Duke d'Ai- 
guillon to contradict a report that muſt 
have died away of itſelf, gave ſome ſhrewd 
people room to think, that there was ſome 

charge of that kind againſt the officer. 
Every year, the time of Eaſter was a 
critical ſeaſon for Madam Dubarre, and 
more alarming than any libel. Efforts were 
made to perſuade the King to perform his 
Eaſter duty, as to religion. Madam Loui- 
ſa, whom the Sovereign frequently viſited, 
was the inſtrument the clergy made uſe of 
for the converſion of his Majeſty. The 
auguſt Carmelite redoubled her intreaties 
and exhortations this year. Madam Du- 
barreè, upon being informed of this, ſaid, 
in a gay and careleſs manner, Well, if 
the King F his Eaſter duty, I 
4 ſhall 
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& ſhall perform mine.” She was, however, 
at bottom much diſturbed ; the ſhocks 


which the health of the King had receiv- - 
ed, might contribute to produce a reforma- 4 
tion in his conduct. 4 

Bur after this anxiety, which paſſcd 1 
over with the fifteen days, ſhe had another ö 1 


ſubject of uneaſineſs. She could not but . 
be ſenſible how much the Viſcounteſs ſur- 
paſſed her in youth and figure. She per- | 
ceived the intimacy that was between that ; if 
lady and the Duke d'Aiguillon; nor was 1 
ſhe a ſtranger to the warm conſtitution of 
the miniſter. She was perſuaded that he 


was admitted to the bed of the young | | 
bride; and the courtiers fancied they could | {1 
diſcern a certain coolneſs between the aunt {4 
and her niece. It is not an eafy matter, if 


however, to fathom ſo many dark and my- Hg pj ö 
ſterious intrigues. Projects were hatch- | 


ing about this time of a more dangerous 31 

nature: this was, either to remove her, or | 

to introduce another in her place. As it , 

was thought neceffary not to deprive the | 

King of the pleaſures of the ſex, in which 
he had ever indulged himſelf ; and that, 4: 
- in 


* 


1 « 
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in the mean time, it was apparent that 
he grew more religious, the two factions 
that divided the Court, conceived the de- 
fign of getting him married. The Duke 
d'Aiguillon convinced of the impoſſibility 
of a conſcientious marriage between the 
King and Madam Dubarre, projected one 
leſs diſhonourable, A certain Baronefs of 
Neukerque, a German lady of quality, 
who had formerly been married to a Dutch- 
man of the name of Pater, appeared to 
him a proper object for his deſign. The 
lady was ſtill young and handſome ; the 
lecherous monarch liked her, and wiſhed 
to enjoy her; but by the advice of the 
miniſter, ſhe was difficult and ſcrupulous, 
She defired a private marriage, and, to 
qualify herſelf for this, ſhe had lately diſ- 
ſolved her former marriage according to 
the Proteſtant form. On the other hand, 
the Princeſs Louiſa, the Chancellor, and 

the Archbiſhop of Paris propoſed a mar- 
riage in form with an Archducheſs, who 
had objected againſt matrimony, and de- 
clared, That the ſhould never have a huſ- 
band, unleſs ſhe had the King of France. 


Louis 
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Louis XV. fluctuated in this uncertainty, 


in which he would have, doubtleſs, con- 
tinued a long time, as he was not in the 
leaſt diſſatisfied with his miſtreſs ; and, to 
all appearance, there was no room to ex- 
pect he would alter his mind. But a ſnare 
was laid for the favourite, into which, it 
| the had fallen, ſhe would have been pro- 
bably ruined. It was ſuggeſted that her 


health made it neceſſary for her to drink 


the waters : to this the was urged by per- 


ſonal motives of intercſt, taken from real 


circumſtances. It was well known that 
the King wearied and oppreſſed her with 
his laſcivious and repeated carefles, which 
ſhe was forced to indulge, and a kind of 
pleaſure that inflamed the defires of her 
impotent lover, and prompted him to re- 
peat his careſſes. This conſtraint and diſ- 
ſimulation, and the violence ſhe daily of- 
fered to her inclination, waſted and con- 
| ſumed her. Her own phyſician was made 
to tell her, that this would be the only 
way to procure ſome eaſe and reſt that 


were abſolutely neceflary to her very ex- 


iſtence, She was at a loſs what to do. 
Then 
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There was nothing ſeemingly that ſhould 
make her be fearful of ſuch a journey. 
Her influence, her idle extravagancy, were 
ſtill the ſame. Her inſolence to the royal 
family (till paſſed with impunity. "Twas 
thus, when the Dauphinels fo highly ho- 


noured the Chevalier Gluck, whom ſhe. 


had ſent for from Vienna, in order to make 
a remarkable epocha and revolution in the 


muſic of France by his opera of Iphigene. 
The Counteſs conceiving that ſhe could 
not diſtinguiſh herſelf better than by a ge- 


nerous, protection of the arts, made a point 
of rivalling the Princefs in this particular ; 


and was preparing to ſend for, out of Ita- 


ly, at a prodigious expence, the Sieur 
Picini, the greateſt compoſer of that 
country. „ 
Tak Dauphin having expreſſed his in- 
dignation at the fight ofa Palace which the 
favourite was erecting on the road to Ver- 
| failles, next the houſe of the Sieur Benet, 


| which ſhe had purchaſed, and did not 


think worthy of her; this only induced 
her to expedite the work with a greater 
thew of oſtentation. She gave orders that 

all 
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all might be finiſhed againſt her return 


from Fontainbleau. She previouſly en- 
deavoured to fill it with all thoſe whom 


ſhe wiſhed to have about her : ſhe parti- 


cularly mentioned a regular chaplain; and 
many country prieſts and curates, as well 
as clergymen about court, ſolicited that 
Honour. 
Apaxckx at the opera-houſe, who threa- 
tened to go to Ruſſia, excited the concern 
of this lady, and occaſioned ageneral fermen- 


tation in both court and city. This dan- 


cer's name was d'Auberval, well known for 
his excellence in his profeſſion. He was 
plunged in debt, and found it neceſſary to 
quit France, in order to ſettle his affairs, 
or ſhelter himſelf from the purſuits of his 
creditors. Beſides, the Empreſs of Ruſſia 
gave him the moſt flattering promiſes of a 
generous proviſion. The favourite took 
it into her head not to loſe ſuch a ſubject. 
She ordered an eſtimate to be made of the 
money ſufficient to extricate him out of 


his difficulties. It was found to amount 
to 50, ooo livres. In conſequence of this 
information, a new tax was eſtabliſhed at 


Court. 
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Court. She made a collect ion proportion- 
ed to the fortune of every one ; no perſon 
could offer leſs than five guineas, but ſhe 
ſometimes exacted ten, fifteen, twenty, or 
twenty-five, &c. By this method the ſum 
was ſoon raiſed, and the apprehenſions of 
thoſe who admired this dancer, ceaſed. 
Tux collection gave rife to an event that 
was very fortunate for the perſon to whom 
it related. A nobleman laid hold of the 
occaſion to make a previous remonſtrance. 
He ſaid, that the ſum which was required 
of him, was . intended for the relief of a 
poor officer on half-pay, who had a fami- 
ly, and who had ſolicited a ſmall penſion 
for ſeveral years. As a proof of what he 
had advanced, he, at the ſame moment, 
_ preſented a memorial of the caſe to the 
Counteſs. He added, that he did not 
doubt but that the humanity of the Coun- 
teſs would be moved with the relation, and 
ſecond the memorial, in order to make the 
unfortunate gentleman amends for the 25 
guineas of which ſhe deprived him, by 
obliging his benefactor to apply them to 
the diſcharging of the debts of the Steur 
d Auberval. 
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d' Auberval. The favourite felt all the 


force of a remonſtrance made on ſuch an 


occaſion, She chearfully undertook the 


affair; it ſucceeded as was natural to ex- 
pect, though probably the memorial would 
have bcen rejected but for the delicate 
mode of application. 


Tux humoriſt, who had before invented 


a letter from the Sieur d'Auberval to Ma- 
dam Dubarre, relative to the marriage that 
lady was deſirous of bringing about be- 
tween the dancer and Miſs Dubois, did not 
negle& to make him expreſs his acknow- 
ledgments in another epiſtle, in the ſame 
eaſy and familiar ſtyle as the firſt, We at 


leaſt preſume, that this bantering letter 


could not be the real production of the 
dancer to whom it has been aſcribed, Ir 
appears worthy of inſertion : 


Letter from the Sieur D'AuBERVYAL, dancer a- 


the Opera-houſe, to the Counteſs DUBARRE, 
tmauking her for the collection ſhe was ſo goed 


to make at Court for the payment of his debt: 


| Mapa, 
" I AM ata loſs to expreſs my g grateful 


8 and deep ſenſe of the obligations: vou 
| R 85 hes 
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e have conferred on me. Loaded, and 
_ © in a manner weighed down, as I have 
already been by your former goodneſs, 
*© I have now recently experienced a fignal, 
«© an unexampled favour at your hands, 
for a man of my poor talents, I was 
« ſunk in debt, the natural miſcondu& of 
«© people of my profeſſion ; diſſipation, the 
luxury into which we are drawn by the 
company we keep, and deep play, that 
6 is in a manner made a neceſſary of life, 
were the natural cauſes of the diſordered 
““ ſtate of my affairs. This gave me but 
< little claim to public indulgence. Har- 
“ rafſed as I was by my creditors, having 
* no proſpect of ſatisfying them, I had 

© reſolved to leave my native country, 
< and retreat to Ruſſia, whether I was in. 
© vited; and where the climate, notwith- 
ce ſtanding its rigour, would have been leſs 
& ſevere to me. It was your pleaſure, 
Madam, that a foreign land ſhould not 
« poſleſs a perſon very infignificant indeed, 
© but in your unmerited opinion of him. 
& You aflerted, that it would be ſhameful 


ow o loſe, for the conſideration of 50, ooo 
6e livres, 
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& livres, ſo ineſtimable a dancer. Theſe 


os were your own words; and I would bluſh : 


to repeat them, if there was any room 


cc 


cc 
cc 
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for modeſty for one honoured with your 


c favour : But what would be ſufficient to 
turn a ſtronger head than mine, was 


your eager defire to engage the whole 
Court to ſhare in the re-eſtabliſhment of 
my fortune. You alone was, undoubt- 
edly, ſufficient to ſave me from ruin; 


would have been no more than a drop ot 
c&« 


water from a large river : it would have 
been more flattering to my heart to have 
had but one patroneſs. But what do I 
ſay ! I have, in fact, but one; and it 
15 to you alone I am indebted for the 


bounties of ſo many illuſtrious perſo- 


nages. You obſerved, that as they were 
all my admirers, it was their duty to 
contribute to preſerve me. You ſet on 
foot a ſubſeription, and you ſeemed to 
open your doors but in proportion to 
the zeal people thewed in filling it up. 
"Twas an abſolute tax which vou laid 
upon all thofe who courted your favour. 
*ormerly the Marchioneis of Pompa— 

M2 : 66. Four, 
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„ dour, that amiable lady who preceded 
© you in the ſplendid career which you 
«© have begun, whom the arts have eter- 
© nized, becauſe ſhe had always cheriſhed 
© and ſupported them; made a lottery for 
© Geliotte * ; balls have been given for 
« Grandval ; a play for Mole . Theſc 
are, however, great men, infinitely ſu- 
5 perior to me, both by their talents, and 
© the excellence to Which they have car- 
6 ried them. It was reſerved for you, Ma- 
dam, to look upon the loſs of me as a ge- 
© neralcalamity, and to have reconrſeto one 
of thoſe uncommon taxes which patrio- 
* tiſm alarmed, emulouſly hurries to pay. 
In devoting myſelf more entirely than 
« eyer to your amuſement, is the only way 
*I can teſtify my gratitude, It is the bu- 
& fineſs of artiſts, and the literati, to ce- 
© lebrate your praiſe more worthily. What 
may not genius expect from a divinity ſo 
4 auſpicious, if you condeſcend to do ſo 
c much for a man of fo ſlender talents, 


* An ancient ſinger at the opera. 
+ An old comedian of the French theatre. 


t An actor at preſent, on the ſame ſtage, | | 
| © and 
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and who is no other way commendablcbur [1 
in the happineſs he has to contribute to (| 
* your pleaſures? Already has the pain- bi 
*© ter, the ſculptor, and engraver, contended 4 
for the honour of exhibiting to the eye of | | 
wondering Europe the enchanting beau- 14 
© ties of your perſon. The Mules have „ 
already crowned you with their laurels. + 
Already has the patria!ch of literature, 
the prince of our poets and philoſophers, 4 
the venerable inhabitant of Ferney *, | i 
„ bow to your altars, and in his colin 

paid you the reſpects of Parnaſſus. May 
his example encourage thoſe whom re- 
* ſpect kept filent; may there be heard. a 
general concert of your praiſes, and the 
** ſcepter of arts and philoſophy, fallen 
© from the hand of the adorable Marchio 
** neſs whom they till lament, be co:2- 
5 mitted to yours, and give them, 12 you, 
% a new Minerva! Iam, 

ce with the moſt profound reſpect, & . 
Faris, 10th 7 April, 1774. 


cc 


0 Alludine to the letter of VoltsL e to the Countets 
Rm Ned in July: 


R 3 Azour 
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Azovr the time this bantering epilt|z 
appeared, there was handed about a copy 
of a letter from London, which threw 
great light upon the libel we have men- 
tioned, as well as with reſpect to other cir- 
 cumftances. It is too intereſting to be 
omitted. The contents are as follows : 


Extract of a Letter from London, dated the 
15th of April. 


0 'F HE real name of the pretended 
«© Chevalier de la Morande, author of the 
* Gazettier Cuirafſe, is Thevenot, He 
is the {on of a worthy lawyer of Arnay- 
_ * le-Duc in Burgundy, who died of a 

broken heart, owing to the irregularities 
* of the ſon. The money he gained by 
© his infamous pamphlet, inſpired him 
„with a reſolution of living by libels. 
“From the place of his retreat, he has 
actually threatened many opulent per- 
* ſons that he would publiſh ſecret and 
e ſcandalous anecdotes about them, if they 
« did pay him a certain ſum to be filent. 
This ſucceeded with ſome. | 


6 His 
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*© His ſecond libel attacked Count de 
Lauraguais, who had treated him with 


contempt, in an eſſay the title of which 


was, A Memorial for myſelf, and by n; ' - 


at the time of the profecution ag. 


his ſecretary. Morande did not pu 


this libel againſt the Count, whom - 
ſtyled Bras-Cuſſe, (Brancas.). This s 


owns to his imprudent endeavonrs 
promote tac ſale, by publiſhing ſcan— 
dalous verſes in one of the Envlith 


newfpapers, for which the Count pro- 
ſecuted him, and which muſt havecruſhed | 


that ' poiſonous wretch. He, however, 


was ſatisfied with obliging the feribbler 


to burn the whole edition of his libel, 


and to ſign himſelf an impoſtor in al! 
the public papers. 


* Hz has publiſhed propoſals for a work 
in four volumes, which he is going to 
print. The. title of the book is, The 
Secret Memoirs of a public Woman, &. 


with plates. It is an infernal compis 
lation. The Gazettier Cuiraſſe is nothing 


to this infamous piece, The defign ot 


Nlorande was to engage the perſons in- 
K 4 --: Fincled, 
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cc tereſted, to purchaſe the whole edition. 


Cc 


cc 


«c 
cc 


cc 


* 
** 


His terms were very modeſt; he aſked 
no more than 500 guineas down, and 
4000 livres a year, for his own life, and 
the lives of his wife and ſon. But what 
is moſt extraordinary, is that the Coun- 
teſsſhould liſten to ſuch a propoſal. Per- 


ſons were ſent from Paris to negoci- 
ate this honourable affair; they were 


accompanied by ſome of the officers of 
the police; this raiſed a ſuſpicion that 


they did not mean to treat fairly, and 
that they rather deſigned to ſeize the 


worthy author, &c. Morande was too 
cunning for them; he began with borrow- 


ing thirty guineas from each, after which 


he ſounded the alarm in ſuch a man- 


ner, that the agents, who were odious 


to the people of England, concealed 


themſelves, and took the firſt opportu- 


' nity of eſcaping to France. In the 


mean while, previous to the publication 
of his book, Morande goes about read- 
ing letters, which he tells people he 
has written to the Chancellor, the Duke 


d' Aiguillon, &c. wherein he menaces and 


6 loads 
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“ loads them with inſults and reproaches, 
„% &c. This has been the foundation of 


& all the ſtories in regard to Madam de 


* 


* Godeville, and of all the idle tales to 
which his biſtory has given riſe.” 


Tux Sieur de Beaumarchais completed 


* 


* 


the negociation relative to this libel. 


This author, who is acquainted with works 


of this kind, had been lately cenfurcd at 
the new tribunal for what he had writ- 


ten under the title of Memoirs, which had 


excited the laughter of all Paris, and even 


of foreigners; but appeared for that very 
reaton the more dangerous and reprehen- 
fble, in the eyes of ſenſible and impar— 


tial people. By this ſentence he was diſ- 
graced, and rendered incapable of filling 


any office in France; but though he at- 


ktected to laugh at his punifhment, he was 


ſenſible however, that it muſt be injurious 
to him, and that it was neceflary for him 
tè recover his credit. This was the more 
difficult, as the Duke d'Aiguillon protected 
tne perſonal enemies of this delinquent 
among the judges; and that he had rmude 
him more an enemy for having ſought the 

R 5 Protection 
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protection of the Chancellor, and enliſted 
under the banners of his rival. The it} 
| ſucceſs of the firſt agent, who had been 
ſent over by Madam Dubarre, encouraged 
dim to offer his ſervices to that lady, with 
aſſurances of better ſueceſs. It was im- 
poſhble not to entertain a high idea of 
| his intriguing talents. Monſieur de Sar- 
tines, the Lieutenant of Police, in order 
to ſerve him, aſſured the Counteſs that he 
was the only man for her purpoſe. She 
| propoſed the affair to the Duke d'Aiguil- 
lon, and the latter was glad of the opper- 
tunity to deprive Monfievr de Maupeon 
of ſuch an adherent. He accepted the 
offers of the Sieur de Beaumarchais; he 
was introduced to his Majeſty, who was 
diverted with his wit and ſarcaſms. Thus 
he was ſuddenly on the beſt footing at 
Court; he was allowed to make what 
terms he liked. He ſet out with full pow- 
ers, and ſucceeded to the ſatisfaction of 
the parties intereſted, ſo that the work was 
never intirely publiſhed. . 
Tux negociations no doubt coſt a large 
ſum, but money was not ſpared in what 
concerned 
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concerned the Counteſs, and thoſe con. 


nected with her. A little before the King's 
illneſs, Count John wrote to the Sieur 
Beaujeon, the banker of the Court, that 
he had occaſion for 100,000 livres, which 
he begged him to ſend ; he drew a bill 
for the money at the ſame: time. The 


Banker refuſed the money in terms as 
polite as poſſible; the Count replied in the 


molt inſolent manner, and expreſſed his diſ- 


ſatisfaction with menaces. in caſe of a ſe- 


cond refuſal. . The Sieur Beaujeon im- 
mediately repaired to Verſailles, in order 
to conſult the Abbe Terrai.. The Abbe, 
after reading the letter, the anſwer, and 
the return to the anſwer, adviſed the 
Banker not to provoke fo powerful a man, 
but to comply with his demands. And 
what . muſt be the demands of a libi- 
dinous rake, who. promiſed upwards of 
13000], ſterling to a girl for one night's 


entertainment! This offer he made to 


Miſs Le Clerc, : belonging to the Opera- 
\ houſe, who was miſtreſs to the Prince of 
Deux Ponts, and whole favour he en- 

deavoured to purchaſe at ſuch a price: 
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and this incredible folly was however leſs 
wonderful than the fidelity of the dancer, 
who was not to be corrupted by ſuch a 
mountain of gold. 

Ir was high time that ſuch devaſtatior» 
ſhould have an end; and France was tend- 
ing to inevitable ruin, if the death of 
Lewis XV. had not changed the face of 
affairs. But what is moſt ſingular in this 
event, is, that it was effected by the very _ 
perſons that were moſt intereſted to delay 
5 . 
Frs Majeſty was grown more gloomy 
for ſome time. The ſudden death of the 
Marquis de Chauvelin, one of his favou- 
rites, who ſeemed to enjoy the moſt flou- 
riſhing ſtate of health, who was his com- 

panion in all his parties of pleaſure, an 

Who was taken off in one before his eyes, 
affected him much. This was continually 
in his thoughts. The death of the Mare- 
1chal d'Armentiers „that happened almoſt in 
the ſame manner, and who was nearly of 
the ſame age with the Sovereign, had in- 
creaſed his melancholy. He uas alſo diſ- 
turbed in his conſcience by a very pathe- 
: tic 
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tie ſermon, preached by the biſhop of Se- 
nez, on Maundy Thurſday. The adviſers. 
of the favourite agreed that ſhe muſt re- 
double her efforts, in order to draw his 
Majeſty our of the ſtate he was in, even by 
riot and intemperance, in order to rouſs 

the machine. It was therefore reſolved to. 


make an excurſion to Trianon, where there 


would be more opportunities of proſecu— 
ting the defign. It was obſerved, that his 
Majeſty had contemplated, with a laſcivi- 


ous eye, a young girl, the daughter of a. 


miller. She was tent for; and, after being 


waſhed and perfumed, was introduced to: 
the bed of the royal lecher. Fie would havo 


found it difficult to digeſt fo luxurious a 
morſel, but for the aſliftance of ſome po- 
_ werful potions, which were a_ pleaſing re- 
lief for the moment, and procured him 
more pleaſure than a debauchee at fixty 
utually experiences. The young girl, who 
unfortunately already felt the ſymptoms 
of approaching illneſs, was prevailed 
upon, with difficulty, to comply, and not 
till threats, as well as promifes had been 


employed. It was not then diſcovered 


that 


« EE — _ _ 
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that ſhe had ſymptoms of the ſmall-pox; . 
which ſoon ſhewed itſelf in the moſt me- 
lancholy manner, as ſhe ſpeedily fell a 
victim to it. The infection was commu- 
nicated to the King; and the next morn- 
ing his Majeſty found himſelf ill, though : 
the nature of his diſorder was ſtill undif- | 
covered. Madam Dubarre was adviſed to 
detain the patient in the fame place, and 
ſo remain miſtreſs of his perſon. But the 
Sieur de la Martiniere, his principal chirur- - 
geon, taking advantage of the aſcendant 
which the weakneſs of the King gave him, . 
inſiſted upon his being immediately re- 1 
moved to Verſailles, where it was known + | 
the next morning that his Majefty had the | 
ſmall- pox. It was eaſy to forefee that he 
would not recover. At firſt, however, they 
concealed his danger from him, leſt they | | 
. ſhould alarm him too much. The fa- 
yourite had the precaution to inſpire his 
Majeſty with a great confidence in the 
Sieur Bordeu, her own phyſician, He had 
the greateſt ſhare in the treatment, and at- | 0 
tended the King as a principal with the | 
Sieur Monnier, who performed the func- 
a. tions 


— 
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tions of firſt phyſician. From the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe, the deſign was opened 
of making the King ſettle his affairs. The 
Archbiſhop of Paris repaired to Verſailles, 
in hopes of aſſiſting the confcience of the 
auguſt penitent ; but the Sieur ſtrongly 
inſiſted, that nothing of that kind ſhould 


be mentioned, aſſerting, that ſuch declara- 
tion killed three-fourths of the fick. Peo. 
ple were not ſtrangers to the motives that 
determined him to act in this manner, 
"Twas not ſo much the hopes of his Maje- 
ſty's recovery, as the attachment and zeal 


of the doctor for Madam Dubarre, who 
muſt have quitted the palace, if that cere- 
mony had taken place; which was a po- 

titic ſtroke of the enemies of the favou- 
rite. She kept her ground, therefore, and 
the Archbiſhop of Paris was diſmiſſed by 
the patient himſelf, to whom his appear- 


ance, at that time, was diſpleafing. While 


he was in the room, his Majeſty obſerved, 


That ſo many people were painful to 


him; and gave orders to turn out all that 


were not immediately wanting. Monſieur 


de Beaumont returned to Paris, laughed 


at 
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at by the clergy. The Prelate was, at that 


time, afflicted with a diforder in his blad- 
der, to which the wags alluded, faying, 
© That his Grace pd blood at Paris, 


« and made nothing but water at Ver- 
« failles.“ Madam Dubarre was after- 


wards one whole day at the King's bedſide: 


me frequently viſited him on other days. 


His Majeſty, not knowing his diſorder, 
often made her rub his purulent pimples 


with her delicate white hands. It was even: 


aſſerted, that he ſtill embraced her ſome- 
times, and that once, in particular, he im- 


printed kiffes on her breaſt. It was, how- 


ever, neceflary to come to the fatal ſepa- 


ration. It was the King himſelf who, on. 
the fifth night of his diſorder, ſignified it 


to thoſe who were about him: © I do not 


& defire,” faid he, to have a repetition. 


& of the ſcene at Metz. Tell the Dut- 
« cheſs d'Aiguillon, that I ſhall be oblig- 
cc ed to her, if ihe wil! take away the 
« Counteſs Dubarrè.“ The favourite went, 
therefore, to Ruel with that lady. It ap- 


pears, that ſhe ſupported the diſmiſſion 


with becoming fortitude, She wrote im- 
meclately 
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mediately to her mother to inform her 
of the change. In the letter ſne acquainted 


her, that his Majeſty judged it improper 
to keep his miſtreſs in the palace while he 


was in ſo critical a ſituation; that he had, 


however, conſoled her, by ſending her 
word not to be uncaſy ; that ſhe ſhould be 


properly taken care of. It was plain, more- 
over, that he did not ſend her away but 
with reluctance, and when he was not 


himſelf ; for ſoon after, his Majeſty having 


forgot the abſence of his favourite, he 
called for her again; but the blow was 


given. She had then reaſon to remember 
the almanack of Liege, that had given her 


ſo much trouble, and which ſhe had fup- 
prefled as far as ſhe could: in the predic- 


tions for the month of April, it ſaid, One 
of the moſt favourite ladies will perform 


her laſt part.“ She was modeſt enough to 
make the allufion to herſelf ; and ſhe uſed 
frequently to ſay: *I wiſh this plaguy 
April wes over.” But what is hardly cre- 
dible, in the deep affliction in which ſhe 
muſt have been at Ruel, her table for 


luxury. 
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luxury and eaſe did not forſake her a mo- 


ment. The beds at the houſe of the Duke 


d'Aiguillon did not appear ſoft enough, 
and ſhe ſent for one to Lucienne. It is 


certain, that ſhe entertained hopes almoſt 
to the laſt hour, notwithſtanding the de- 


claration of the King, delivered by the 


Grand Almoner before he received the foe 


crament : * That Kis Majeſty was ſorry 
for all the ſcandal he had given his ſub- 


« jets; and that he would, for the fu- 
ture, live only to ſupport the true faith 


* and religion, and promote the true 


85 happineſs of his people.” Madam Du- 


barrè knew the inſignificancy of the pro- 
miſes made by a dying man when he re- 
covered his health, and the courtierthem- 
ſelves ſhewed it. The day previous to the 
death of Louis XV. when his Majeſty ap- 


peared leſs dangerous, there was a conti- 
nual proceſſion of coaches from Verſailles 


to Ruel, more conſiderable than even that 


from Paris to Verſailles ; but this decreaſ- 
ed in proportion as the news grew worſe ; 
and, when all hopes of his Majeſty were: 
over, 


N 


| 
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over, thoſe, whom prudence had reſtrained, 


broke out into reproaches againſt the miſ- 
treſs and her family. The name of Du- 


| barre was fo hateful, that the young Mar- 


chioneſs Dubarre (formerly Miſs Fumell) 
who was obliged to remain at Court as the 
attendant of the Counteſs d'Artois, ſeeing 
how far the public contempt was levelled 
at her, took the reſolution, in order to 
avoid worſe, to make her ſervants change 


their liveries. It was well known, how- 


ever, that ſhe had always an averſion to the 
match to which ſhe was made a ſacrifice. 
This ſhould have ſaved her from reproach, 


and even excited pity in her favour, Not- 
withſtanding the ſolemnity of the occaſion, 


jeſts and puns flew about, It was ſaid, 
That the coopers were going to be very 
buſy, as the * barrels were all gorc.” 
Tk enemies of the Countets ſpread a 
report that the Counteſs had made her 
eſcape from Ruel ; which was falſe and 


impoſſible. She there learned the fatal 


* Alluding to the affinity between the word barre/ 
and Barret, which is more tolerabte in the French. 


news 
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news of the death of her auguſt lover; 
and the Duke de la Vrilliere delivered the 
lettre de cachet, by which ſhe was baniſhed 
to the abbey de Pont-aux-Dames, in Brie, 
near Maux. She could not bear with 
temper the ſight of the miniſter, whom ſhe 
had ſo lately ſeen crouching at her feet. 
She reproached him bitterly for the part 
he was performing; and with reſpect to 
the order of the King, ſhe exclaimed, in ker 
_ uſual emphatical ſtyle, What a fine King 
© he will make, who begins with a letter de 
5 cachet !“ She was ſtill more outragecus 
when ſhe underſtood the manner in which 
ſhe was to live at that place, with only 
one maid; and not allowed to ſee any per- 
ſon, not even her own family; or ſend any 
letters away before the Mother-abbeſs had. 
peruſed them. This ſeverity appeared cul- 
pable and injurious to the memory of the 
deceaſed King, in the eyes of many; but 
it was a neceflary policy at the time. There 
could be no room to doubt that the favou- 
rite was acquainted with the moſt ſecret 
affairs of ſtate; and it was of conſequence 
to prevent a woman of ſo much levity trom- 
divulging. 
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divulging them. In order to check the 
piety that ſuch treatment might awaken 
in delicate and tender breaſts, a circum- 
ſtance was related that was enough to rouſe 
the indignation of the people againſt her, 


and ſtifle every ſentiment of pity: the pub- 


lic was informed that ſhe had given re- 
cent orders for one hundred hat-laces at 
her hatters; this was in fact ſaying, ſhe 
had a hundred ſervants in livery; a ſhock- 
ing luxury that muſt naturally produce a 
lively ſenſe of the happineſs in being de- 
| livered from ſuch a ſcourge. Beſides, it 
was ſoon known that the lettre de cachet 
was not ſevere in its expreſſions; his Ma- 
jeſty ſaid, That reaſons of ſtate obliged him 
to order her to retire to a convent,. but that 
he ſhould not forget how much the Count- 
cſs had been honoured with the protection 
of his Grandfather, and at the firſt meet- 
ing of Privy Council, care ſhould be taken | 
to aſſign her a proper penſion, if her ſitua- 
tion ſhould make it neceſſary. 
Tunis generoſity on the part of the King 
was the more noble, as the Courtiers were 
no ſtrangers to the unbecoming manner in 


which 
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which the favourite expreſſed herſelf con- 
cerning him; ſhe uſed to call him the 
great ſhoiled boy, and ſo far abuſed her fa- 
miliarity with the King, as to call the 
Dauphineſs Red-heasd, and carrying her 
criminal pleaſantry ſtill farther, added, 
*« Your Majeſty muſt be careful leſt Red- 
& head ſhould get herſelf truſſed in ſome 
corner.“ This was a freedom, or rather 
infolence that merited the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment. It ſeemed, however, as if the mo- 
narch and his auguſt conſort, after the ex- 
ample of Lewis XII. who took no notice 
of the injuries done to the duke of Or- 
leans, had forgot the inſults that had been 
offered to the Dauphin and Dauphineſs; 
and that reaſons of ſtate alone influenced 
their conduct with regard to the favourite, 
It was not the ſame in reſpe& to Count 
John, firnamed the Court plunderer, and 
whom all honeſt men wiſhed to be proſe- 
cuted. . . 
Ir is related that this intriguing genius, 
ſenſible of his dangerous ſituation, and not 
knowing how to act, or whom to conſult, 
upon the death of the King, opened his 
mind 
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mind to the Sieur Goys, a facetious fellow, 
with whom he was very intimate, and 
aſked his opinion as to what courſe he 
ſhould take. © Faith, my dear Count,” 
ſaid the droll, after rubbing his forehead, 
you mult get a diſguiſe and poſt hor- 
ſes.” The Count not reliſhing the advice, 
and vexed at the thoughts of running away 
like a vagabond, begged of his friend to 
think of ſome more honourable expedient ; 
Sieur Goys rubbed his forehead again, 
«& Well then,” ſaid he, get poſt horics 
& and a diſguiſe.” He could execute this 
advice but in part; his ſiſter-in-law had not 
ſufficient confidence in him to enable him 
to follow it intirely. He ſet out therefore 
ſecretly, and thus eluded the vigilance of 
the officers of Police, who had orders to 
make diligent ſearch after him. People 
did not doubt but his friend, the Duke 
d' Aiguillon, who was ſtill the miniſter for 
foreign affairs, favoured his eſcape. Every 
tongue was let looſe againſt him; a thou- 
ſand villainies were related againſt him: 
among other criminal freedoms told of him, 
it was ſaid, that when he wanted money, 


his 
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his word uſed to be, Our brother Let- 
cher will give us enough.“ With ſuch. 
incredible freedom did he expreſs himſelf 
in talking of the King. People jeſted pro- 
bably for the laſt time upon this aban- 
doned man, when they ſaid, that he hid 
himſelf in a baſket of *Mackarels, in order 
to eſcape ſinging the well known words: 
Happy we are lo live in the boſom of our family. 
Tre retreat of Madam Dubarre occa- 
ſioned an immediate revolution at Court, 
All thoſe whom ſhe removed thence, or 
who abſented themſelves as being diſagree- 
able to her, now returned; among others, 
the Dutcheſs of Grammont, attendant on 
the Dauphineſs, who had been baniſhed 
from Court, ſoon after her attachment to 
that princeſs, as has been already related: 
ſhe recerved a letter from the Queen her- 
ſelf, defiring her to return, and exerciſe her 
functions about her perſon. 
Fon the ſame reaſon her creatures and 
relations were obliged to reſign the emplov- 


* Magueraux has 2 double meaning in French, 
and ſignifies either Mackarels, or pimps. 


ment: 
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ments which they had obtained among the 
royal family through her intereſt. The 
Marquis Dubarre and his lady quitted the 
' ſervice of the Count and Counteſs d' Ar- 
tois ; in ſhort, the change was general. 
Ar the ſame time, accounts came from 
Toulouſe, intimating, that as ſoon as the 
news was received of the removal of Ma- 
dam Dubarre, and even previous to the 
death of the King, the populace openly 
indulged their reſentment againſt Count 
William, her huſband ; and puniſhed his 
inſolence, by hooting and flinging dirt at 
him. It was added, that this rage had 
ſince increaſed ; and would have been car- 
ried to the utmoſt extremity, if the un- 
happy man had not ſaved himſelf by 
flight. 85 
THe perſonal fortune, however, of the 
favourite ſuffered nothing on this occaſion. 
Though it was known ſhe had a large in- 
come, and an immenſe property in effects; 
all that was done was, to endeavour to 
make her diſcharge her debts. The Sieur 
Pot-d'Auteuil, her attorney, had permiſ- 
ſion to attend her at Pont-aux-dames, in 
58 8 order 
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order to conſult with her upon that ſubject, 
and the reſt of her domeſtic affairs. At the 


ſame time, another indulgence was granted 


to her; her ſiſter- in- a · and niece obtained 
leave to viſit her. She was allowed an ad- 
ditional maid to wait upon her; and as ſhe 
complained of the want of room in her 
apartments, the Sieur le Doux, her archi- 
tect, had free admittance into the Con- 
vent, and was allowed to make the apart- 
ments as convenient as the place would al- 
low; or even to build, if neceſſary. 
Isx this fituation, what muſt have been 

moſt affected was, the pride of the lady, 
if ſhe had a delicate and generous mind. 
She could not but feel the mortifying 
manner in which people in general talked 
of her. They now made themſelves 
amends for the mean and ſervile incenſe 
which they had formerly offered. The 
moſt cutting jeſt was a certain original pun 
in which the different ſcenes of her life 
were diſplayed, by exhibiting her on fo 
many bridges at Paris. She was ſuppoſed 
firſt to ſet out from Pont-aux-choux®, alluding 


* Pont-aux-choux means Root or Cabbage-bridge, 
RD - to 
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to her being the daughter of a cook-maid ; 
to her next ſtage Pont-neuf, her firſt trade of 
ſtreet-walker ; from Pont-neuf to Pont-au- 
double, her pregnancy; thence to Pont- au- 
change, her change of fortune; afterwards 
to Pont- marie, her marriage; then to Pont- 
royal, her elevation; and at laſt to Pont- aux- 
dames, the place of her exile. Many other 
| little pieces were circulated, reflecting not 
only on the favourite but her friends; and 
even the memory of the deceaſed monarch 
was not ſpared, Mademoiſelle Arnoux, 
one of the fingers at the opera-houſe, fa- 
mous for her wit and licentious manners, 
was heard to ſay, “ am now an orphan 
without father or mother.” 

Is all this confuſion, the Duke Agel | 
lon was the moſt perplexed. His attach- 
ment to Madam Dubarre, for his intimacy. 
with that lady was now fo well known, 
that people did not ſcruple to ſay, that he 
ſhared her bed with the King; and his 
connexions with the brother-in-law, were 
unpardonable crimes with the young Mo- 
narch. Many perſons cenſured him for 


receiving the miſtreſs of Louis XV. into 
8 2 hi 
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his houſe; but befides that, he could not 
refuſe complying with the orders of the 


Prince ; he would have been guilty of the 
higheſt ingratitude to abandon the fair fu- 
gitive on ſo critical an occafion ; and even 


- according to policy, he acted wiſely ; for, 


as he was certain of his diſgrace, he would 
avoid, at leaſt, the reproach of any ſignal 
ingratitude to his benefactreſs, and fall 
with honour : for ſo it happened ſoon after. 
His Dutcheſs having been very ill received 
at the levee of the Queen, at her firſt ap- 


pearance there, was ſo. much mortified, 


that ſhe expreſſed a deſire to her huſband 


of retiring to the family eſtate. He was of 


Her way of thinking; and looked upon the 
contempt of the Queen as a prelude to his 
own diſgrace : he thought it more honour- 


able, therefore, not to wait for the blow ; 


and reſigned his employments about three 


weeks after the death of Louis XV. To 


complete the mortifications of this diſaſt- 
rous event to Madam Dubarre, befides 
lofing the only real protector ſhe had at 
Court, her moſt inveterate enemy, the 
Duke de Choiſeuil, appeared there again. 

9 8 BEFORE 
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Bzrore we conclude theſe memoirs, we 
ſhall give our readers two curious pieces; 
the one, a letter pretended to be written 
by Count John, who fled to Switzerland, 
with paffports from the Duke d'Aiguillon ; 
the other is a genealogy of the Duharres. 

Tar former is directed to the Sieur de 
Saint, his creature. The Sieur Dubarre 
gives an account, in the letter, of his 
misfortune, his flight, and retreat. He 
makes a ſevere compariſon between the 
manners of the place of his reſidence and 


thoſe of Paris. He regrets his removal 


from this city, that afforded ſo many re- 
ſources to men of his induſtry and talents; 
whereas he can find none where he at pre- 
fent reſides. After ſoine reflections on his 
ſiſter-in-law, he concludes with moralizing 
on the vanities of this world. This letter, 
which there is na reaſon to ſuppoſe anthen- 
tic, is, however, entertaining, and contains 
| ſome curious anecdotes. It is not gene- 
rally known ; and we thall therefore inſert 
It at full length, 


E Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Count DusAnRE, Write 
ten from Lauſanne, to his friend Monfieur 
| 5 de SAINT, and dated the 3oth May, 774 


5 1 dream is now over, my friend; 
after ſleeping in France, I was much 
*- ſurpriſed to find myſelf awake in Swit- 
« zerland. I am now in the capital of the 
* diſtrict of Vaud; a city, where induſtry 
like mine has but little room for exer- 
„tion. The manners here are plain and 
© fimple; the women are modeſt ; the 
men candid and honeſt : a watchful eye 
is kept over the younger females ; and 
© the laws are very ſtrict. What then 
s* muſt become of me in a place ſo much 
* out of my element? Gaming and in- 
« trigue are in little eſteem here; and if a 
6 perſon were inclined to carry on any 
{© traffic with reſpect to the Swiſs ladies, 
& he mult ſell them by weight. Art does 
e not contribute to refine them; and their 
„ taſte is more material than delicate. 
« Eyery thing round me appears ſtrange. 
| I fee ſimplicity, honeſty , Chaſtity, friend- 
| 4 « ſhip 
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* ſhip and reſerve; and all the Virtues 
c talk Swiſs : I know none of them. 
«© In Paris I was at the head of a ſplen- 
* did band; and the girls can never for- 
get how much my intereſt contributed to 
enlarge their empire. The ſeaſon was 
* favourable to the improvement of my 
< talents ; and their gratitude ſhould raiſe 
© monuments to my fame in the ſquare of 
* Palais-royal. I had eſtabliſhed, in my 
* own family, the fountain of favours and 
© wealth, whoſe exuberance overflowed, 
© and enriched my territories. By what 
* fatality has youth deſtroyed a courſe 
© which old age daily increaſed! I had 
c ſcarce time to carry off a part of my la- 
* bours, and am now reduced to drink and 
dream like the Swiſs, without meeting 
© thoſe marks of reſpect which the nobles 
* at court profuſely laviſhed on my merits. 
My greateſt perplexity, at preſent, is to 
know where my fervice may be accep- 
table. My reputation is generally eſta- 
„ bliſhed ; but the powers of Europe are 
now employed in watching the motions 
* of each other; and now, as I am but ill 
| S 4 © 6. qualified 


La) 
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qualified for military ſervice, I am ap- 


ce prehenfive that they will think me too 
extravagant to employ me in chamber-in- 
te trigues. I learn, with ſorrow, that my 
ce very beſt friends, whom I have welcomed 
to my houſe a hundred times, for whom 
& I have ſolicited favours, and to whom I | 
e have frequently opened my purſe, now 


« openly diſown me, and are the firſt to 


© tear my reputation. I bluſh for their 
« ingratitude ; but if they deſpiſe me, I 
© am even with them. I leave two fami- 


lies at Paris, whom I beg you will take 


care of. I will ſend you ſupplies in a 


package of cheeſe and drugs. I cannot 
bear inaction. I lament the fate of my 
by poor fiſter-in-law. She did not go thro” 

cher noviceſhip in convents, ſo auttere as 


that in which ſhe is now confined. Had 
I not been ſeparated from her, I ſhould 
« ſtill make ſome advantage of her perſon ; 
« but ſhe is a little wrong-headed, and 
« would not liſflen to my advice, or make 
« me her confidant. My brother meets with 


n no better treatment; but he is a block- 
bead, and he will be happy enough if 


(6 ke 
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© he can gather any gleanings in a field that 

he has not cultivated. When we are 

* unfortunate, every thing conſpires to 

{© diſtreſs us. My title to nobility will now 

be boldly conteſted ; and the Engliſh. 
_ * Barry's loft to me. I had ſome notion 

„of going to Turky, and commencing 
„ dealer in flaves; but I am aſſured, thar 
the Grand Signior would deprive me a 
the power of trying my commoditiggg” I 
am, therefore, at a loſs what reſolution 
to take. As ſoon as J have fixed upon 
* any ſcheme, I will let you know. I have 
been obliged to change my name; I am 
no called the de Vaudernom. Direct for 
me in the Fiſh-market. Merit and ta- 
lents have ſome bright moments; but 
„they are too often perſecuted. Pity your 
„old friend, who, in all conditions, will 
*© ever remain, 1 


« Yours, &c.” 
3 


SOME people attributed this fatirical 
letter to the Chevalier de Bouflers ; others, 
to Counſellor Marchand, It is moſt pro- | 
dable that it came from the latter, who is 
8 5 naturally 
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naturally cold and dull ; to which qualities 
years have added. The Chevalier would 
have written in a more ſprightly and face- 
tious ſtyle. 7. 
Taz genealogy is ſtill more important, 
as it is very exact, does not go far back, 
and ſctxles the various opinions relative to 
the family of Dubarre. It fhews them to 
be a people ſprung from nothing; but 
who, taking advantage of a ſimilarity in 
the name, endeavoured, at firſt, to ingraft 
themſelves in a better family; and, after- 
wards, on another, ſtill more ancient and 
uluſtrious, as ſhall appear: 


GENEALOGY or rus DUBARRES. 


* LEvicNac, three leagues from Tou- 
_< louſe, in the Marquiſate of Montagut, 
« belongs to the family of Thezan. 
„Tu cottage of the Barres is at the 
« weſt end of this village, very near the 
& pariſh-church, ſituate on a ſtream, called. 
„ the Hare, which falls into the Garronne, 
* near Grenade. 


«© TRE 


18 


_ 
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% TRHE grandfather of Count John was 


called Simon Barre, bailiff or keeper of the 
Vineyard to Gilles Mazuricn, attorney ; 


and grandfather of the Marchioneſs * | 


Thezan. 


„Tux ſon of Barre the bailiff was a 


40 
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notary at Levignac, and father of Count 
John. 5 


* Tuts notary had two brothers; the one, 


a butcher at Levignac; and the other 
a ſubſtantial farmer, of the village of 
St. Paul, belonging to the, Marquis of 
Montagut. 

« 'Tax eldeſt brother, the notary, had fix. 
children, three ſors and three daughters. 


« Jonx Barre, the Count, married at 


Caſte laudans the daughter of a reputable 
citizen. He had 15,000 hvres with his 
wife: this ſurpriſed every body, as he was 
known to be very poor. This woman 
is handſoine and virtuons; and would not 
accept any favour from the Barres. 


„ W1LLIiam, the huſband of the ta- 


£8. 


vourite, 1s ſufficiently known. 
6b. WILLIArI and Elias were often ſcen in 
6 & wooden 
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«© wooden ſhoes : the latter married Kick 
« de Fumel. 

« Tarn fiſters were, iſt Ge who 
* was married to a man of the name 
Filieuſe, a farmer at Levignac, who 
«© hiKewne rented lands at Fonmiel, and a 

« little domain called Larra. This Filieuſe, 
 * before the laſt illneſs of the King, ob- 
« tamed a patent of nobility. 

„ Ce from Fauchon, who had three 

„ children, beſides others that are not 
© known.; two by Monfieur de Fouga, an 
« old officer of the French guards, in which 
6 eorps he ſerved a while; and for whom 
« the procured a captaincy in the Queen's 
“ regiment of dragoons, and afterwards a 
«© regiment of militia. 

4 Tas father of the third child was 
© called Nugues. Chon was the fa- 
« yourite and confidant of the Counteſs. 

« La Piscxy, ſhe was an agent under 
« her ſiſter Chon, and. went by the name 


4 of Miss de Serre. 


„ Tzis name of Krre was taken from 
„%a manor, belonging to the family of 
6 Thezan. 


„ Joun 
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C Jonx, otherwiſe Count John, had a 
© ſon called Adolphus Dubarrè; who mar- 
cc ried Miſs de Fournon, and was a Page 
* of the Bed-chamber. | 
His uncle Elias, colonel of the Queen's i 
Regiment, was educated: at the Military 1 
Academy, om account of the ſervices 
« which John had rendered to the Dukes ö 
of Richlieu and Duras, for whom: he | 
„ officiated as a Mercury. 
_«« THERE is 2 Barre, called the Deaf, 
„ho lives nobly about five leagues from 
„ Toulouſe, and three leagues from Le- 
« vignac; and is of a family that has been. 
* honoutable about a hundred years. 
„Tk Barres we are ſpeaking of, en- 
4 ꝗdeavoured at firſt to ingraft / themſelves 
on him, and he permitted them; but 
© as he could not date the honour of his 
| s anceftors higher than a centuty, nothing 
&« was done for him. They had recourſe 
« then to the family of Barrimore in Ire- 
land, who are of the fame race with 
« the Barres of Perigord; known by the 
name of Renaudees, as may be ſeen in 
the hiſtory of the conſpiracy of Ambois. 
| PO IN 
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* Ix 1750, John took the name of Count 
de Serre, from- a manor belonging to 
the family of Thezan, and dependany: 
on the Marquiſate of Montague.. 


„H borrowed a ſum of money from 


an old chirurgeon- major of a regiment 
of infantry, whoſe name was Fourcade, 
who lodged at the Shoe- ſquare in Tou- 


louſe. With this money he frequented. 


the baths to exerciſe his talents. a 
& THE Duke d' Antin was at one of thoſe 
places, to drink the waters with the 


Counteſs of Toulouſe and the Dutcheſs 


d'Antin, who took him for a gentleman ; 
for at his arrival, he wore red heels, and 


roſe· coloured cloaths. He did not, how- 


ever, ſucceed. at Toulouſe ; but was dri- 
ven thence, and was obliged to ſell ſome 


pieces of land to pay the chirurgeon, 
who: ſued him for the recovery of his 


money. He then went to Paris, and 
aſſumed the name of Count de Serre: 


he introduced himſelf at the levee ot 
the Princes, whence being expelled, he 


took the name of Count Dubarræ. The 


remaining 
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remaining part of his ftory is well 
* known.” | 

Wx have only to add a word or two rela- 
tive to the manner in which the Counteſs 
bchaved, after her removal from Court. 
According to the account of the Abbeſs 
of Pont-aux-dames, who had a particular 
charge to inſpect her conduct, and from 
the teſtimony of the nuns, who were the 
companions of her retreat, it appears, that 
ſhe cannot be accuſed of any capital error 
or miſdemeanor; on the contrary, her be- 
haviour is commended ; and the is allowed 
to be mild and courteous to every body. 

Wir reſpect to her mind, ſhe has 
ſhown no figns of the extravagant rage of 
a haughty ſpirit, who being raiſed from a 
low and obſcure ſtation to an exalted rank, 
does not think it above her ; and is. torn 
from it with rage and diſappointment, and 
whoſe ambition continually meaſures the 
height from whence ſhe fell with eyes of 
deſpair. Nor had ſhe that filent, deep and 
Aupify ing grief of a tender-hearted female, 
whom death had robbcd of the idol of her 
aftections, who ſces no lover vorihy to ſup- 


ul 
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ply his place, has no deſire for any other 
object after him, and contemplates all na- 
ture but as a horrid vacuum. 

Tunis fituation of the favourite confirms 
the reflections which the reader muſt have 
frequently made in the courſe of theſe me- 
moirs, That notwithſtanding her exalted 
tation at Court, ſhe did not continue there 
from a natural inclination : ſhe was not 
formed for the place, and could not be 
happy there, diveſted of the only paſſion 
that could excite her activity, enable her 
to ſupport the fatigue, and ſubmit to the 
diſguſting mortifications that attend ſuch a 
life : that, on the other hand, ſhe never 
loved the King; and not being attached 
to him, either on account of his ſurround- 
ing greatneſs or the perſonal qualities which 
the monarch diſplayed in prixate life, and 
which made thoſe courtiers love and adore 
him, who were admitted to his private 
parties, ſhe would have looked upon it as 
a happinefs to be freed from him, if his 
death had not been followed by ſevere 
me tifications, and eſpecially by a long and 
pul captivity, To this cauſe alone we 

muſt 
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muſt attribute the waſte of her charms, 
which quite altered her. Beſides, the 
inaction in which the gloomy habit of 
mourning left her for a time, was a real 
ſubject of affliction to her. It was plain, 
that as ſoon as ſhe could indulge her taſte = 
for coquetry, her principal occupation was 
dreſs. This ſeems ſtill her only paſſion. 
She uſes every art to ſet off her perſon and 
figure; ſhe is continually varying her dreſs. 
This pleaſure, of which ſhe has recovered 
the enjoyment, gives her new ſpirits, and 
adds freſh luſtre to her beauty ; and the 
liberty ſhe has of ſhewing herſelf, enjoying 
ſociety, and inſpiring defires, has quite 
reſtored the power of her charms. 
Ir is now looked upon as a certainty 
that the lettre de cachet 1s intirely taken 
off, and that Madam Dubarre 1s at liberty 
to go where ſhe likes, provided ſhe keeps 
at the diſtance of ten leagues from Paris 
and the Court. It is ſaid, that ſhe will 
remain this winter at Pont-aux-dames; that 
in the mean time ſhe propoſes purchaſing 
an eſtate for her future retirement. One, 
it is added, has been propoſed to her, which 
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| the thought too remote; and exclaimed, 
That ſhe did not want to be buried alive. 
Count Dubarre, her brother-in-law, who 
has taken a fine houſe at Genoa, would 
willingly induce her to ſettle there, in 
hopes, no douht, of reaping farther ad- 
vantage from hal scharms. But it is thought 
that ſhe has no inclination to reſume the 
yoke of ſuch a man ; beſides, the Govern- 
ment would hardly permit her to reſide in 
2 foreign country. She will therefore pro- 
bably ſpend her days in France; where ſhe 
will afford conſolation to Envy, excite the 
compaſhon of Philoſophy, the deſpair of 
Beauty, and the emulation of numberleſs 
courtezans, whoſe fooliſh ambition, after 


reading her ſtory, may lead them to aſpire 
to ſimilar honours. | 


THE END. 
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